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Summary  

Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a non-governmental organisation 
recognised by the United Nations which has maintained a team of 

international observers/accompaniers in Colombia on an ongoing basis since 
1994. PBI’s mission is to protect the working environment of human rights 
defenders, organisations and communities that are threatened due to their 
nonviolent activities and promotion of human rights and social justice.

PBI Colombia works exclusively at the behest of local organisations and makes 
no attempt whatsoever to undermine or replace local efforts to defend human 
rights, but rather to support them through:

• International presence, accompaniment and monitoring.
• Dissemination of information
• Advocacy and outreach
• Workshops supporting the reconstruction of the social fabric of 
communities 

PBI Colombia’s mandate is firmly anchored in  the principles of non-partisanship 
and the philosophy of nonviolence within the framework of international human 
rights standards and strict respect for Colombian law. 
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PBI Colombia's 
general OBJECTIVE

CONTRIBUTING TO PEACE ,

WITH RESPECT  FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS

The 4 

AREAS OF 
WORK

 PRESENCE of  
international

 OBSERVERS  and 
ACCOMPANIERS

on the ground

DIALOGUE with 
COLOMBIAN civilian and 
military authorities, the 

diplomatic corps, international 
organisations and different 
authorities in EUROPE and 

NORTH AMERICA

 PYSCHOSOCIAL 
SUPPORT AND 

RECONSTRUCTING 
THE SOCIAL 

FABRIC through 
self-protection

workshops

PRODUCING and distributing 
INFORMATIONAL 

MATERIAL about the 
organisations that PBI 
accompanies and their 

protection needs

In 2015, Peace Brigades International – Colombia 
Project (PBI) continued its work providing 
accompaniment and international observation in the 
Latin-American country.

With attention focussed on the eventual signature of 
the accords to negotiate peace in Havana between the 
Colombian Government and the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC), the organisations and human 
rights defenders that PBI accompanies have not had an 
easy year.
The attacks, threats, intimidation, detentions and murders 
of defenders as a collective have continued to increase 
compared to previous years. PBI has tried to redouble 
its efforts, despite the organisation’s human and financial 
limitations.
The volunteers have been accompanying in large areas of 
the country: in rural communities, villages and cities, and 
by road, river, walking or riding mules.
PBI Colombia has been present in the country for over 
20 years, and continues to inform the international 
community of the challenges faced by those who dedicate 
each day to defending human rights and building a lasting 
and sustainable peace, with social justice and guarantees 
of non-repetition.
This report shares the work that PBI has done throughout 
2015, through the Field Teams in Apartado, Barracabermeja 
and Bogota, and by the Project in the areas of advocacy, 
International representation, communications, training, 
psychosocial support and fundraising.
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Achievements

The Field Teams  undertook  

255 OFFICE VISITS  
to  accompanied organisations ,

 IN ORDER TO maintain PBI’s visibility, 

provided 697 days of  
ACCOMPANIMENT 

and had 

 183 MEETINGS 
 with  accompanied

   ORGANISATIONS
 and INDIVIDUALS  

PBI COLOMBIA works with    

13 O R G A N I S AT I O N S 
                    (by formal agreement), 

11 organisations  
(with flexible agreements) and 

 2 INDIVIDUAL  
 human rights  

defenders 
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There were 
277 ADVOCACY  
MEETINGS 

in  COLOMBIA, 
and  248 advocacy

 MEETINGS held 
 INTERNATIONALLY

THE   Psychosocial TEAM     

held  43 WORKSHOPS, 

in  which  
668 PEOPLE 

took  part

 The BLOG
 pbicolombia.org

  had  51,000
              VISITS
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EVALUATING
our work

During 2015, PBI continued to bring attention 
to the high levels of risk faced by people who 
defend human rights in Colombia. It is a job 
that, according to figures published by the We 

Are Defenders Programme, is getting harder each day; 
this year there was a significant increase in attacks against 
human rights defenders compared to 2014.
As a result, PBI Colombia’s objectives will continue to 
ensure the presence of international observers and 
accompaniers alongside the organisations we accompany 
and who need our work.
In 2015, we succeeded in re-opening a Field Team in Bogota 
(which had closed in 2013 due to financial cut-backs).
This enabled PBI’s accompaniment and analysis to develop 
in greater depth in the central and south west regions of 
the country.
Between the three Field Teams (Apartado, Barrancabermeja 
and Bogota), 697 days were spent accompanying 
defenders across most of Colombia.
PBI’s job is not only to accompany human rights defenders 
as they carry out their work, and the volunteers have also 
been taking measures to increase the accompaniment’s 
visibility (255 office visits were made by the three Teams), 

visiting the accompanied organisations and meeting with 
them to analyse the political context.
The number of field volunteers oscillated between 23 
and 24 throughout 2015.  Additionally, support was given 
by former volunteers who returned and repeated, which 
brought a lot of experience to the Project.
For 2016, the Colombia Project Committee decided, at its 
November 2015 general meeting, to add two more field 
volunteers and during the coming year the number of 
volunteers will increase to 26.
Meanwhile, the Project’s Bogota office reinstated the 
position of Information Analyst, a role which had been 
suspended due to budget cuts two years earlier.
The result is a significant increase in capacity for analysis 
and advocacy.  In Europe, a position was created to 
support the Country Groups, which helped to strengthen 
communication and relationships between the Project and 
the Country Groups.
This new position, together with the work of the 
international Representatives and the Bogota office, has 
ensured fluid communication with PBI International and 
the International Working Groups that the Project takes 
part in.

Designed by Freepik

In terms of advocacy, communication with the diplomatic 
corps in Colombia, the different international organisations 
present in the country and with military and government 
authorities, has been good, with 277 meetings taking 
place.
This figure is in addition to meetings where PBI was 
accompanying the defenders, and field visits by different 
Embassy representatives.
At an international level, the Project Representatives 
in Europe and North America held 248 meetings with 
goverrnment authorities, members of parliament and 
members of congress.
Several speaking tours with accompanied defenders were 
organised by staff in Colombia as well as the European 
Union and Washington DC, during which they met with 
US, Canadian and European political and government 
representatives of the highest level.
These visits provided opportunities to coordinate 
speaking tours in different countries, with the support and 
collaboration of PBI Country Groups.
In its publications and during meetings, PBI highlighted 
the importance of starting peace talks with the National 
Liberation Army (ELN) guerrilla group, and of a genuine 
and effective dismantling of all neo-paramilitary structures.
Highlights include two accompanied defenders being 
granted awards for their work in defending human rights.  
Both Jorge Molano and COS-PACC won awards after 
being nominated by the Colombia Project.
In 2015, PBI accompanied the commemorations of several 
sombre anniversaries, like the 10 year anniversary of the 
Mulatos massacre of the Peace Community of San Jose 
de Apartado, a case which remains in impunity.  PBI also 
expressed concern over the militarisation and an increase 
in the neo-paramilitary presence in the areas around the 
Peace Community.
In September, David Ravelo Crespo completed five 
years in prison, in a process wracked by irregularities so 
serious that they could invalidate the 
sentence, which lacked guarantees and 
failed to meet national and international 
standards of due process and the right to 
a defence.  PBI continued to accompany 
him in Bogota and Barrancabermeja, the 
prison he was transferred to.
In November, which marked thirty years 
since the Palace of Justice case, and in 
compliance with the sentence of the 
Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 
President Juan Manuel Santos held an 
event to ask for forgiveness in which 
he recognised the Colombian State’s 
responsibility.
The event represented a small step 
in reparations for the relatives of the 
victims, who, together with their lawyers 
(several of whom are accompanied by 
PBI) continue to demand justice and 
truth.
One of PBI Colombia’s focuses is on 
working to defend human rights from 
violations produced by economic 

interests, violations which furthermore go hand in hand 
with serious environmental harm.
One example is PBI’s accompaniment of the Inter-Church 
Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP) in Mapiripan in Meta 
department.  It is a process which affects communities 
and leaders who are seeking the restitution of their lands, 
and facing opposition from an oil palm company, and 
where CIJP has also reported hostile pressure from neo-
paramilitary groups.
In 2015, PBI Colombia provided protection through 
physical accompaniment and political advocacy, and has 
generated other organisations’ own capacity for advocacy, 
self-protection, analysis and for building their own support 
networks.
With the possible signature of the Havana Peace 
Accords, 2016 presents new challenges to international 
accompaniment and observation, which PBI will face 
alongside human rights defenders and organisations, so 
that they can carry out their work and through it, build a 
lasting and sustainable peace.
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PBI Colombia's 
Focus Areas

Threat s  to 

leaders in LAND 
RESTITUTION cases 

Human rights
violations by  

  ECONOMIC  
INTERESTS

     C o n c e r n 

for HIGH levels of 

IMPUNITY

Bring to the  

INTERNATIONAL  
COMMUNITY’S 

attention the challenges  faced each  
day by PEOPLE who are  

d e f e n d i n g  
h u m a n  r i g h t s 

            and BUILDING  lasting  
               and 

     SUSTAINABLE 
        PEACE
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ANALYSIS of current 
events and the human 
rights situation in 
Colombia

1. The peace process in 2015

2015 was the third year of peace talks between the 
Government and the Revolutionary Armed forces 
of Colombia – People’s Army (FARC-EP), and a 
year with its ups and downs: some moments of 

crisis, but also considerable advances.  
A unilateral ceasefire by the FARC was in operation until 
April and the Government stopped aerial bombardments 
against them.1 This was suspended the after the FARC 
attacked the Army,2 sending the process into crisis, but 
dialogues were re-started in July 2015.  
Thanks to measures to scale down the conflict, in the last 
seven months of 2015 violence sank to its lowest levels in 
the history of the conflict.3 

Most of the year was devoted to resolving point 5 on the 
negotiation agenda on victims. The point deals with the 
issues of truth, justice and reparation included on the final 
agreement on victims in the Integral System of Justice, 
Truth, Reparation and Reconciliation (SIJVRR).  

This integral system of transitional justice consists of a 
Commission for Clarifying Truth, Cohabitation and Non-
repetition (CEVCR),4 a Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP)5  
for hearing cases of crimes committed in the context of the 
conflict by the FARC and agents of the State, Immediate 
Search Measures and a Special Unit for Searching for 
Disappeared Persons (UEBPD).6 

The Integral System’s mechanisms and participation by 
victims and the organisations that represent them, are 
transversal focuses formally established by the agreement7  
– and will be fundamental before and after the process is 
completed.  
In terms of presenting cases and evidence to the 
Commission and the JEP, and creation of the UEBPD, 
Colombian society has been sceptical of the process and 
how to monitor the implementation of the agreements in 
general.  
Organisations have actively participated throughout the 
process, feeding into proposals for the peace talks,8 and 

the Special Search Unit would probably not have been 
created without their input. 
Organisations like CCAJAR, MOVICE, FCSPP and the 
Colombia Europe United States Coordination has also put 
forward proposals for transitional justice (see article: La 
paz no solo es el silenciamiento de los fusiles).
Concerns about the JEP were expressed by Human Rights 
Watch,9 the International Criminal Court10 and Amnesty 
International11 on the possibility for the agreement to 
generate impunity for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity because of short prison sentences.

Negotiations with the National Liberation Army (ELN)

Since September 2015, there have been announcements 
that the process will soon enter the public phase.

2. Politics 

2015 was the second year of President Juan Manuel 
Santos' second administration, and a year of regional 
elections. 
These were important because most of the agreements 
negotiated in Havana will have to be implemented at a 
regional and local level.12 
There were a number of irregularities reported: Fundacion 
Paz y Reconciliacion reported that 152 candidates have 
alliances with illicit sectors, about 60% of whom managed 
to win.13   
In the first months of 2016, the municipal and departmental 
development plans will be formulated, and these will be 
fundamental to the implementation of the agreements.14  
Several organisations accompanied by PBI will be active in 
this process.
Santos’ policy remains focussed on extraction, and 
promoting industrial-scale farming and large infrastructure 
projects around the country, sectors which became more 
important to the economy after the fall in oil prices on the 
international markets. 
The National Development Plan, approved under Law 
1753 of 2015, led to claims of unconstitutionality, because 
it would permit, for example, extractive mining activities in 
the paramo ecosystems.15

The development of massive infrastructure works has 
generated local conflicts between affected communities 
and the State, and companies that are backing the projects. 
PBI accompanied CJL who provide advice to the Rios 
Vivos Movement and published a video that shows similar 
situations in different countries in Latin America.
The Law on Zones of Interest for Rural Economic 
Development (ZIDRES), which the president hopes to get 
approval for, is a law which will enable titles for uncultivated 
lands to be handed to and accumulated by companies 
for agro-industrial projects.  The law is an initiative by the 
Government that has been strongly criticised by Colombian 
and international organisations, such as Oxfam.16   
Showing opposition in Colombia to economic projects that 
have an impact on the environment is dangerous. Global 
Witness alerted that Colombia is the second country in 
the world with the most number of murdered land rights 
and environmental defenders: in 2014, 25 people were 
assassinated.17

3. Paramilitaries
Whilst in Havana preparations are made to put an end to 
the armed conflict between the Government and the FARC, 
several parts of the country have seen an intensification in 
the dynamics of neo-paramilitary groups which, according 
to INDEPAZ, remain present in 338 municipalities around 
the country.18  
These groups are responsible for 72% of attacks against 
human rights defenders.19 

Investigations by the Public Prosecutor and the Institute of 
Forensic Medicine about the links between paramilitaries 
and members of the Security Forces show that links 
between the two still exist, and from August 2013 to 
November 2015 more than 1600 members of the Police 
were detained for belonging to ‘criminal bands’ and other 
crimes.20 The same is true of links between politicians and 
these groups.21  

IN SEVERAL AREAS WHERE PBI 
COLOMBIA ACCOMPANIES, IT HAS BEEN 

A DIRECT WITNESS TO THE PRESENCE 
OF THESE GROUPS AND HAS SEEN 

THEIR ENCAMPMENTS: IN SAN JOSE DE 
APARTADO, CACARICA AND BAJO CAUCA.

The organisations that monitor the agreements on behalf 
of civil society have expressed concern about the FARC’s 
unilateral ceasefire and the presence of neo-paramilitary 
groups with regards to future demobilised FARC 
guerrillas.22   
The persistence of this phenomenon will complicate 
the FARC’s political participation after the agreement is 
reached and will also generate risks for the organisations 
and victims that participate in the different transitional 
justice mechanisms, in view of how the attacks by these 
groups are now directed against victims’ organisations 
and people who have in some way or other participated 
in the process.23  

ORGANISATIONS LIKE CCAJAR,24 MOVICE,25  
AND CONPAZ26 WARN THAT DISMANTLING 

THE PARAMILITARY ORGANISATIONS 
WILL BE AN IMPORTANT GUARANTEE OF 
NON-REPETITION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN THE POST-AGREEMENT 

CONTEXT. 

In particular, regarding the land restitution process, 
Forjando Futuros warns that the neo-paramilitary groups 
are responsible for 81 % of illegal land seizures and 41% 
of land being abandoned.27 

4. Situation of human rights defenders
Between January and September 2015, 577 human 
rights defenders were attacked, and 51 of them were 
murdered.28 According to the United Nations Office in 
Colombia of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

http://pbicolombiablog.org/2014/06/10/la-paz-no-es-solo-el-silenciamiento-de-los-fusiles/
http://pbicolombiablog.org/2014/06/10/la-paz-no-es-solo-el-silenciamiento-de-los-fusiles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIxnXEvhizM
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(UNHCHR) until November 2015, the average number of 
homicides of defenders was the highest for twenty years 
and added that almost all cases are still in impunity.29   
In 2015 until September, there were 465 threats registered 
against defenders.30 Most threats follow a pattern, 
throughout the year, of mass threats signed by groups like 
the ‘Aguilas Negras – Bloque Capital’.31

Surveillance and intelligence activities have continued

At the beginning of the year there were important 
sentences handed down for the illegal wiretapping carried 
out by the now disbanded Department of Administrative 
Security (DAS): Maria del Pilar Hurtado, former director of 
the DAS and Bernard Moreno, former secretary general to 
the former President, were condemned to 20 and 10 years’ 
prison each for their involvement in illegal intelligence 
activities.32 

There are nonetheless serious indicators that these 
irregular kinds of activities by other State intelligence 
agencies have not stopped.  
A report on Colombia by Privacy International warns that 
systems for intercepting and monitoring communications 
in Colombia operate under a legal framework which does 
sufficiently protect constitutional standards for Colombian 
citizens’ right to privacy.33 

There have also been a series of irregular intelligence 

activities targeted against several women defenders that 
include surveillance, intimidation and even information 
theft.34

Women defenders: the most threatened collective at the 
end of year

WOMEN DEFENDERS ARE THE COLLECTIVE 
WHICH RECEIVED THE MOST THREATS IN 

THE THIRD TRIMESTER OF 2015, THEY WERE 
THE TARGET IN 61 % OF ATTACKS.35 

As well as seeking to restrict the work of women defenders, 
there are often discriminatory characteristics and threats 
of sexual violence, like the case of lawyer Andrea Torres 
of the Nydia Erika Bautista Foundation, who received a 
threatening message to her mobile phone which read: 
“(…) you don’t understand that you have to stop f***ing 
around, we’re going to kill you (…) but first we’re going to 
rape you so you respect men”. 36

Criminalisation of social protest 

Proposals for a new Police Code have caused concern 
among human rights organisations, particularly articles 
that allow homes to be searched without a warrant.37   

At the behest of human rights organisations, a public 
hearing was organised to scrutinise how functions were 
over-stepped in the disproportionate use of the Anti-
Disturbance Mobile Squadron Force (ESMAD, a unit of 
the National Police),38 during non-violent social protests, a 
unit that is attributed hundreds of alleged cases of torture, 
arbitrary detentions, bodily harm and even deaths.39 

 It was proposed to dismantle the ESMAD and form a 
civilian conflict mediation body with a nationwide presence 
and the capacity to mediate in situations of social protest 
with a preventative approach.40   
During the hearing, the Government announced that the 
ESMAD’s numbers would be increased in the following 
months.41 On a parallel track, the work continues at the 
roundtable on Building a Protocol for the Public Forces.
In July, 13 members of the People’s Congress were 
detained and arrested. They were held during several 
months.  When their detention was lifted, the judge found 
that their right to a defence had been violated.42  
Feliciano Valencia, a well-known indigenous leader from 
the Cauca Indigenous Regional Council, was prosecuted 
in a process that Todd Howland, representative of the 
UNHCHR in Colombia, qualified as a “Kafkaesque fiction”.43   
While Mr Valencia was in detention there was an attempt 
made to assassinate him.44

Impunity

ACCORDING TO A STUDY BY THE 
UNIVERSIDAD DE LAS AMÉRICAS DE 

PUEBLA, (MEXICO), PUBLISHED IN APRIL 
2015, COLOMBIA IS THE COUNTRY WITH 

THE THIRD HIGHEST IMPUNITY LEVELS IN 
THE WORLD. 45

In particular, in cases of forced disappearance, more 
than 80% of cases have yet to be formally opened or are 
completely stalled.46

The UNHCHR adds that “Claims that activists have links 
with insurgency are often given more attention and 
resources than cases in which they are victims”. 47

Military justice

Between June and July 2015, two legislative initiatives 
were approved which imply widening the application of 
military justice:  Legislative Act 01 of 2015 and Law 1769 
of 2015. 
Human rights organisations have expressed concern 
because the new law can generate impunity in cases 
of grave human rights violations, such as the thousands 
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of cases of extrajudicial executions known as ‘false 
positives’, and have begun an action at the Constitutional 
Court alleging that the proposals are unlawful.48 
Human Rights Watch (HRW), in its June report on the 
role of high-level commanders in false positives cases, 
revealed that “the army officials in charge at the time of 
the killings have escaped justice and even ascended to the 
top of the military command, including the current heads 
of the army and armed forces”. 49

5. Land Restitution
According to an audit by the Comptroller General, advances 
in land restitution have been insufficient and the situation 
for the displaced population continues to be critical.50  
Amnesty International highlights multiple obstacles to the 
consolidation of a lasting peace. Obstacles include: the 
lack of guarantees and safety for returns, links between 
some regional and local institutions and economic and 
political elites, paramilitaries and, to a lesser extent, the 
guerrilla groups.51 
According to figures by Forjando Futuros, only 2% of 
requests for restitution have been resolved in 1,000 
sentences. 
If it continues at that rate, the report indicates that by 2021 
only 4.4% of the targets for restitution will be met.52

1. El Tiempo. Gobierno suspende bombardeos contra las Farc por un mes. 11 March 2015
2. El Tiempo. Once milita theres muertos en el Cauca tras ataque de las Farc. 15 April 2015.
3. Cerac. Monitor de Desescalamiento del Conflicto Armado Interno en Colombia. Reporte Mensual número 5. 20 July 
to 20 December 2015.
4. Mesa de Conversaciones. Informe Conjunto de la mesa de conversaciones entre el Gobierno nacional y las Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia – Ejército del Pueblo. 24 June 2015.
5. Mesa de Conversaciones. Comunicado conjunto # 60 sobre el Acuerdo de creación de una Jurisdicción Especial para 
la Paz. La Habana, 23 September 2015.
6. Mesa de Conversaciones. Comunicado conjunto # 62. La Habana, 17 October 2015.
7. Mesa de Conversaciones. Borrador Conjunto – Acuerdo sobre las Víctimas del Conflicto. 15 December 2015.
8. El mundo. Las familias de los desaparecidos celebran el acuerdo alcanzado en Colombia. 18 October 2015.
9. El Tiempo. Human Rights Watch critica acuerdo de justicia de Gobierno y Farc. 22 December 2015.
10. El Tiempo. Corte Penal Internacional pone condiciones para avalar acuerdo de paz. 10 February 2016.
11. El Colombiano. Amnistía alerta sobre riesgos de impunidad en el proceso de paz. 27 February 2016.
12. Fundación Paz y Reconciliación. Más retos que oportunidades con los mandatarios de la paz. 1 November 2015.
13. Fundación Paz y Reconciliación. Resultado de las elecciones y mapa del 2018. 28 October 2015.
14. Viva la Ciudadanía. Paz, Derechos Humanos, participación ciudadana y Planes de Desarrollo. 15-21 January 2016.
15. El Heraldo. Polo demanda el Plan Nacional de Desarrollo por vicios de fondo y forma, 10 June 2015
16. El Espectador. Así quedó la ley de Zidres. 18 December 2015.
17. El Espectador. Defender el medio ambiente, un riesgo en Colombia. 20 April 2015.
18. Indepaz. X informe sobre presencia de narcoparamilitares. 8 November 2015.
19. Programa Somos Defenores. Los Nadies. Informe Semestral. Julio de 2015.
20. Semana. Crisis en la Policía: todos perdieron. 20 February 2016.
21.El Tiempo. Ya han capturado a 16 candidatos ligados a bandas criminales. 5 October 2015.
22. Contagioradio. Aumenta copamiento militar y paramilitarismo en Colombia. 12 November 2015.
23. We Are Defenders /Programa Somos Defensores. Los Nadies. Informe Semestral. July 2015.
24. Ccajar. Ccajar propone juicios y penas difereneciadas para crímenes de Estado y de guerrillas. 23 September 2015.
25. Movice. Propuestas mínimas sobre verdad, justicia, reparación y garantías de no repetición. 6 March 2013. Movice. 
estrategia para la no repetición: la prohibición legal del paramilitarismo. 19 July 2015.
26. Conpaz. Jurisdicción para la Paz: algunas de nuestras primeras preguntas e inquietudes en esperanza. 24 
September 2015.
27. Forjando Futuros. Análisis 1.000 sentencias de Restitución de Tierras. June 2015.
28. Programa Somos defensores: Agresiones contra Defensores (as) de Derechos Humanos en Colombia. January-
March 2015, page 2. 16 April 2015; Programa Somos Defensores: Informe Siaddhh July-September 2015, October 2015.
29. UNHCHR: Comunicado de prensa: En 2015, se superó el promedio de homicidios de Defensores registrado en los 
últimos 20 años, 19 November 2015.
30. Programa Somos Defensores: Informe Siaddhh July-September 2015, October 2015 and Programa Somos 
Defenores. Los Nadies. Informe Semestral. July 2015.
31. Contagioradio. Paramilitares de las Águilas Negras amenazan a 123 defensores de DDHH en Colombia. 2 October 
2015.
32. El Tiempo. Condena a María del Pilar Hurtado y Bernardo Moreno. 30 April 2015.
33. Privacy International. Shadow State : Surveillance, Law and Order in Colombia, September 2015.
34. Ccajar. Sigue la persecución contra Yesika Hoyos. 15 September 2015 y OMCT. Colombia: Robo de información en 
la residencia de la secretaria técnica de la CCEEU. 20 October 2015. Congreso de los Pueblos. En riesgo la vida y la 
integridad de Alejandra Bermudez. 19 August 2015.
35. Programa Somos Defensores. Boletín Trimestral Julio-Septiembre 2015. October 2015. P. 2.
36. Ccajar. Amenazada y agredida por pedir justicia. 3 July 2015.
37. FIP. La propuesta del Nuevo Código de Policía no se ajusta por completo al orden constitucional. 14 November 2014. 
Cinep. Nuevo Código de Policía. 21 June 2015.
38 RCN. Congresistas del Polo proponen acabar con el grupo del Esmad. 28 October 2015.
39. According to the database of the Centre for Investigation and Social Research (CINEP) between 2002 and 2014 there 
were 448 alleged attacks by ESMAD troops registered, with a total of 3,950 victims.
40. HSBNoticias. Proponen acabar el Esmad y crear en su lugar el cuerpo civil de mediación. 28 October 2015.
41. RCN. Gobierno anuncia incremento de hombres para el Esmad de la Policía Nacional. 28 October 2015.
42. Congreso de los Pueblos. Libertad de líderes y lideresas detenidas un triunfo del movimiento social y popular. 13 
September 2015.
43. Semana. Detener a Feliciano Valencia en la cárcel parece una ficción de Kafka. 22 October 2015.
44. Las2orrillas. Intentan matar a líder indígena Feliciano Valencia.
45. El Universal: Colombia, el tercer país con mayor impunidad en el mundo, 21 April 2015.
46. Contagiorado. Hay 99.9% de impunidad en casos de desparición forzada. 4 November 2015.
74. UNHCHR, Annual Report 2014:page 17, 23 January 2015.
48. Contagioradio. Se presentó demanda contra el Fuero Penal Militar. 15 July 2015.
49. Human Rights Watch: Colombia top brass linked to extrajudical executions, 24 June 2015.
50. Contraloría de la República. Primera Encuesta Nacional de Víctimas. 2 March 2015.
51. Amnesty International. Restoring the land, securing the peace. 4 November 2015.
52. Forjando Futuros. Análisis 1.000 sentencias de Restitución de Tierras. June 2015

http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/proceso-de-paz/proceso-de-paz-gobierno-suspende-bombardeos-contra-las-farc-por-un-mes-/15373718
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/ataque-de-las-farc-en-el-cauca/15572175
http://blog.cerac.org.co/monitor-de-desescalamiento-del-conflicto-armado-interno-en-colombia-2
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/informe-conjunto-de-la-mesa-de-conversaciones-entre-el-gobierno-nacional-y-las-fuerzas
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/informe-conjunto-de-la-mesa-de-conversaciones-entre-el-gobierno-nacional-y-las-fuerzas
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-60-sobre-el-acuerdo-de-creaci%C3%B3n-de-una-jurisdicci%C3%B3n-especial-para-la
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-60-sobre-el-acuerdo-de-creaci%C3%B3n-de-una-jurisdicci%C3%B3n-especial-para-la
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-62-la-habana-17-de-octubre-de-2015
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/sites/default/files/borrador-conjunto-acuerdo-sobre-las-victimas-del-conflicto-1450190262.pdf
http://www.elmundo.es/america/2015/10/18/5623eb7f268e3e37348b45b4.html
http://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/ee-uu-y-canada/proceso-de-paz-hrw-critica-acuerdo-de-justicia-del-proceso-de-paz-en-cuba/16464887
http://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/ee-uu-y-canada/cpi-condiciona-proceso-de-paz-con-farc/16506518
http://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/amnistia-alerta-sobre-riesgos-de-impunidad-en-el-proceso-de-paz-GK1387901
http://www.pares.com.co/mafias-y-conflicto/mas-retos-que-oportunidades-con-los-mandatarios-de-la-paz/
http://www.pares.com.co/mafias-y-conflicto/resultado-de-las-elecciones-y-mapa-del-2018/
http://viva.org.co/cajavirtual/svc0478/pdfs/Articulo001_478.pdf
http://www.elheraldo.co/nacional/polo-demanda-el-plan-nacional-de-desarrollo-por-vicios-de-fondo-y-forma-198895
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/asi-quedo-ley-de-zidres-articulo-606601
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/infografia/defender-el-medio-ambiente-un-riesgo-colombia-articulo-556171
http://www.indepaz.org.co/x-informe-de-indepaz-sobre-presencia-de-narcoparamilitares-en-colombia/
http://somosdefensores.org/index.php/en/publicaciones/informes-siaddhh/134-los-nadie
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/vicky-davila-palomino-y-ferro-escandalo-en-la-policia/461249
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/elecciones-2015-candidatos-capturados-por-nexos-con-bandas-criminales/16395842
http://www.contagioradio.com/aumenta-copamiento-militar-y-paramilitarismo-en-colombia-articulo-17113/
http://somosdefensores.org/index.php/en/publicaciones/informes-siaddhh/134-los-nadie
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Ccajar-propone-juicios-y-penas-diferenciadas-para-crimenes-de-Estado-y-de
http://www.movimientodevictimas.org/versionantigua/images/archivos2/MOVICE6MZO2013.pdf
https://comunidadesconpaz.wordpress.com/2015/09/24/jurisdiccion-especial-para-la-paz-algunas-de-nuestras-primeras-preguntas-e-inquietudes-en-esperanza/
http://forjandofuturos.org/fundacion/index.php/sala-de-prensa/publicaciones
http://www.hchr.org.co/migracion/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=895&key=VhQtaoDi&subid=22354-2OoiZz4LgyiHSv&tmpl=component
http://www.hchr.org.co/migracion/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=895&key=VhQtaoDi&subid=22354-2OoiZz4LgyiHSv&tmpl=component
http://somosdefensores.org/index.php/en/publicaciones/informes-siaddhh/134-los-nadie
http://www.contagioradio.com/paramilitares-de-las-aguilas-negras-amenazan-a-123-defensores-de-ddhh-en-colombia-articulo-15189/
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/caso-chuzadas-del-das-condena-a-maria-del-pilar-hurtado-y-bernardo-moreno/15660280
https://www.privacyinternational.org/node/635
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Sigue-la-persecucion-contra-el-trabajo-de-Yessika-Hoyos-integrante-del-Cajar
http://www.omct.org/es/human-rights-defenders/statements/colombia/2015/10/d23439/
http://www.omct.org/es/human-rights-defenders/statements/colombia/2015/10/d23439/
http://www.congresodelospueblos.org/comunicados-congreso-de-los-pueblos/item/743-en-riesgo-la-vida-e-integridad-de-alexandra-bermudez.html
http://www.congresodelospueblos.org/comunicados-congreso-de-los-pueblos/item/743-en-riesgo-la-vida-e-integridad-de-alexandra-bermudez.html
http://www.somosdefensores.org/attachments/article/135/Boletin-julio-septiembre-SIADDHH%202015.pdf
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/cajar_old/spip.php?article7043
http://www.ideaspaz.org/publications/posts/1093
http://www.cinep.org.co/publicaciones/es/producto/nuevo-codigo-de-policia/
http://www.rcnradio.com/nacional/congresistas-del-polo-proponen-acabar-con-el-grupo-esmad/
http://hsbnoticias.com/noticias/politica/proponen-acabar-el-esmad-y-crear-en-su-lugar-el-cuerpo-civil-166027
https://www.rcnradio.com/nacional/gobierno-anuncia-incremento-de-hombres-para-el-esmad-de-la-policia-nacional/
http://congresodelospueblos.org/comunicados-congreso-de-los-pueblos/item/768-libertad-de-lideres-y-lideresas-detenidas-un-triunfo-del-movimiento-social-y-popular.html
http://www.semana.com/opinion/articulo/detencion-de-feliciano-valencia-viola-los-derechos-humanos-la-jurisdiccion-indigena/446996-3
http://www.las2orillas.co/intentan-matar-al-lider-indigena-feliciano-valencia/
http://www.eluniversal.com.co/colombia/colombia-el-tercer-pais-con-mayor-impunidad-en-el-mundo-191228
http://www.contagioradio.com/casos-de-desaparicion-forzada-en-colombia-cuentan-con-99-9-de-impunidad-articulo-16739/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/28/3/Add.3
http://www.contagioradio.com/se-presento-demanda-contra-fuero-penal-militar-articulo-11289/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/06/24/colombia-top-brass-linked-extrajudicial-executions
http://cider.uniandes.edu.co/Noticias/2015_10/Primera_Encuesta_Nacional_Victimas_02032015.asp
https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr23/2615/2015/es/
http://forjandofuturos.org/fundacion/index.php/sala-de-prensa/publicaciones
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BOGOTA and Southwest

During 2015, PBI Colombia’s 2014 Assembly 
decision to create a new field team in Bogota 
was put into effect, due to the needs expressed 
by accompanied organisations and the current 

context which was directly affecting their security.  
This team has mainly worked in the eastern plains 
(Casanare, Meta, Tolima and Huila) and the southwest of 
the country (Valle del Cauca and Cauca), accompanying 
human rights organisations which fight against impunity 
and for environmental justice, defending political prisoners 
and strengthening the social fabric of indigenous, 
family farming and afro-descendant communities they 
accompany.
 The team has also undertaken accompaniments in Bogota 
with different human rights organisations and defenders, 
including being present at hearings, emblematic events 
and gatherings.  
Additionally, the team has continued to do frequent office 
visits to the organisations to ensure that the international 
accompaniment is visible, and hold advocacy meeting with 
the civilian and military authorities to express concerns for 
the safety of the human rights defenders accompanied by 
PBI.
 

Cundinamarca and the Eastern Plains

Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective, (CCAJAR)

PBI maintains an ongoing relationship with the Collective 
through weekly office visits and regular meetings with 
different members of its board of directors, during which 
they update PBI on the legal advances in their cases and 
incidents that affect their security situation.
They were followed on several occasions in Neiva and 
Mapiripan, and targeted by collective threats mentioning the 
CCAJAR and saying that they were “FARC collaborators”, 
both by former president Alvaro Uribe Velez,1 and in the 
June in the European Parliament during a speaking tour 
by Yessika Hoyos (a lawyer with the Collective who had 
previously represented the victims at the Havana peace 
negotiations).2    
Also worrying are the defamatory statements made 
against CCAJAR during the ‘Septimo Dia’ programme on 
Caracol television, which stated that the Collective had 
kept a large part of the compensation paid to victims in 
the Caloto Massacre case.3

PBI accompanied Eduardo Carreño each month to Buga, 
both at the hearings in the prosecution against Mayor 
Antonio Urueña for the Trujillo massacre; to the town 
of Trujillo during his meetings with vicitms; and also in 
Medellin for the hearings about the kidnapping of Piedad 
Cordoba. 

PBI also accompanied Reynaldo Villalba in Neiva and San 
Agustin for a number of extrajudicial execution cases he is 
handling in Huila department.  
PBI accompanied other lawyers from the Collective to 
emblematic events like the 9 April march, on the National 
Day of Memory and Solidarity with the Victims; or the 
case of the people disappeared from the Palace of Justice, 
some of whose victims are represented by CCAJAR.  
On the 30th anniversary of the retaking of the Palace of 
Justice, President Juan Manuel Santos publicly recognised 
the State’s responsibility.
On 16 December 2015, the Colombian Supreme Court of 
Justice’s Criminal Chamber absolved retired Colonel Luis 
Alfonso Plazas Vega; this sentence, which was criticised by 
organisations representing the victims,4 absolved Plazas 
Vega from any responsibility for the forced disappearance 
of two people when the Palace of Justice was retaken in 
Bogota on 7 November 1985.

Social Corporation for Community Advice and Training, 
(COS-PACC)

PBI has accompanied COS-PACC during its multiple trips 
to regions that are considered high-risk. This includes 
accompanying Fabian Laverde to rural areas in Libano 
(Tolima) municipality where he is from; he had not 
returned there for over 15 years and will only do so with 
international accompaniment.  
There, PBI accompanied him twice to La Aurora 
where COS-PACC holds training workshops. PBI also 
accompanied Ninfa Cruz, Martin Ayala and Fabian Laverde 
himself in Casanare on several occasions. 
In the last six months, COS-PACC have centred their work 
on the human rights violations and environmental damage 
caused by oil and gas multinationals; he has documented 
cases in different regions to prepare for legal actions , 
which also increases his risk.
PBI joined in nominating COS-PACC for the National 
Prize for the Defence of Human Rights in Colombia, 
Diakonia 2015, where they won the category of ‘Collective 
experience or process of the year: NGO, Organisation, 
Collective or Accompanier Organisations’.  
This includes political recognition for their work at a public 
event, and an agenda of meetings with various entities 
(Swedish Embassy, United Nations, the Human Rights 
Unit of the Public Prosecutor, the National Centre for 
Historic Memory, and the Reconciliation Foundation) and 
a speaking tour in the US.

Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission, (CIJP)

PBI has a direct and ongoing relationship with the 
Commission through its management team in Bogota, 

and holds weekly meetings on current events, strategic 
advocacy and security.
Some of its members like Abilio Peña and Danilo Rueda 
are constantly being followed and threatened,5 and PBI 
accompanies them when they travel to communities in 
the different regions of the country where they work.  
Lawyer Manuel Garzon was also accompanied during his 
movements in Bogota.
In 2015, PBI accompanied a new process in the Plains that 
CIJP is monitoring, which centres on communities and 
leaders in land restitution cases in Mapiripan municipality 
(Meta department), regarding the sale and purchase of lands 
by the Poligrow oil palm company, and where members 
of the Commission, and the people they accompany who 
have denounced the presence of neo-paramilitary groups 
on several occasions, have been followed.
PBI asked the international community to monitor the 
human rights violations allegedly linked to the activities of 
Poligrow and actively support the work of human rights 
organisations and the communities in Mapiripan, as they 
gather evidence on the possible implication of multinational 
companies in human rights violations.

Foundation Committee in Solidarity with Political 
Prisoners, (FCSPP) - Bogota and Valle

The Bogota team continues to carry out weekly visits to 
the FCSPP’s offices, and hold meetings on their security 
situation and updates on the cases they are handling.  
It also has informal spaces for reflecting on country’s 
situation and possible impacts on the human rights 
defenders.
PBI accompanied the lawyer Liria Esperanza Manrique 
in Casanare department, where she was gathering 
information on cases that the FCSPP is considering taking 
on, and doing human rights workshops with communities; 
and in Meta department at court hearings.  
PBI also accompanied the FCSPP’s Valle Chapter during a 
solidarity Caravan with indigenous communities who are 
in the process of liberating the mother earth in Corinto, 
northern Cauca.
In Bogota, PBI continues to accompany Gloria Silva, a 
member of the FCSPP who is the defence lawyer of Paola 
Salgado, one of the 12 members of the Peoples’ Congress 
detained in Bogota on 8 July 2015 for alleged acts of 
rebellion, terrorism and property damage. 6 
On 14 July 2015 the National Police commander General 
Palomino stated: “We haven’t arrested angels. For them 
to have thirteen lawyers does raise my attention and so 
does the fact that one of the female lawyers had defended 
a subject who had taken his girlfriend and handed her over 
to the ELN”. 7

PBI JOINED IN NOMINATING COS-PACC FOR THE NATIONAL PRIZE 
FOR THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN COLOMBIA, DIAKONIA 2015, 
WHERE THEY WON THE CATEGORY OF ‘COLLECTIVE EXPERIENCE 
OR PROCESS OF THE YEAR: NGO, ORGANISATION, COLLECTIVE OR 
ACCOMPANIER ORGANISATIONS’
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In the same way, PBI has, at the request of FCSPP’s 
members, accompanied other human rights defenders 
(who are not members of accompanied organisations) 
like Alexandra Bermudez (human rights defender, 
national spokesperson for the Peoples’ Congress and 
spokesperson for the Agrarian Summit at the human rights 
and guarantees sub-commission of the Single National 
Roundable - Mesa Unica Nacional- between the Agrarian 
Summit and the National Government) who was forced to 
leave the country because of the constant threats she was 
subjected to.8

Claudia Julieta Duque

Between January and March 2015, Claudia Julieta Duque, 
her daughter and her lawyer Victor Javier Velasquez Gil, 
were followed and harassed in several places in Bogota.
These incidents relate to the start of proceedings for 
aggravated psychological torture against former sub-
director of the now-extinct Administrative Security 
Department (DAS), and creator and de facto director of 
the Special Intelligence Group (G-3), Jose Miguel Narvaez; 
as well as against the former DAS directors of intelligence, 
Giacarlo Auque de Silvestri and Enrique Albertoo Ariza 
Rivas, both of whom are on the run from the justice 
system.
In addition, Claudia Julieta Duque received reliable 
information that an attack was being planned against her 
after the Public Prosecutor started investigations that 
confirmed the journalist’s work regarding the cover-up in 
the assassination of Jaime Garzon Forero, in which high-
level directors of the now defunct DAS are implicated.9   
PBI has been providing continuous accompaniment to 
Duque with regular visits to her home, accompanying her 
to the Public Prosecutor’s offices, court hearings and other 
administrative duties in the city. 
Political accompaniment has included raising awareness 
and doing advocacy on her case and situation with 
Embassies and Colombian State institutions. 
In October, the third sentence was issued in her case, 
sentencing the former DAS director of intelligence, Carlos 
Alberto Arzayus to six years in prison.10 

As well as physically accompanying her to the hearings, 
PBI also provides psychosocial accompaniment around 
the hearings on the case and political accompaniment in 
both Colombia and internationally.

Jorge Eliecer Molano Rodriguez

PBI continues to monitor the situation of lawyer Jorge 
Molano with the National Protection Unit (UNP).  PBI 
expressed concern over the budget deficits and a corrupt 
network existing within the UNP. 11 
PBI also reported that the lawyer, who had previously 
expressed concern about the gradual dismantling of the 
protection measures, was forced to lodge a claim against 

the UNP for the non-fulfilment of his protection measures.
The claim was denied by the UNP, but at the second 
instance the Bogota Superior Tribunal found in favour of 
the lawyer on 18 February.12  
The UNP responded by granting Molano the measures 
he had requested.  From then on, the lawyer and human 
rights defender began notifying the UNP of irregularities in 
the provision of his measures, which on some occasions 
were resolved after his complaints, and on others they 
were not, putting him and his family’s safety at risk.13  
On 12 March 2015, the First Administrative Oral Court of 
the Bogota Circuit opened a case against the UNP and the 
Ministry of Interior for non-compliance.14

PBI accompanies Molano in the case of two young men, 
Alex Ramirez and Darvey Mosquera Castillo, who were 
extrajudicially killed on 8 February 2008, and for which he 
has received several threats, as has German Romero, who 
is also a member of DH Colombia.15   
Molano was accompanied by PBI to the hearing on 6 April 
2015, which was adjourned for the eleventh time.
Furthermore, this year marked 10 years since the Mulatos 
massacre of the San Jose de Apartado Peace Community, 
a case that is being handled by Jorge Molano and German 
Romero.
On 6 November, president Santos held a forgiveness 
ceremony on the Palace of Justice case (a case in which 
Jorge Molano is representing some of the victims), as 
ordered by the sentence of the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights emitted in November 2014. 
For his part, Santos asked for forgiveness and recognised 
the responsibility of the Colombian State.  PBI accompanied 
Molano that day at his request.
PBI’s accompaniment of the lawyer, and the indirect 
accompaniment of other members of the DH Colombia 
collective also focusses on political support, facilitating 
meetings with the diplomatic corps and holding advocacy 
meetings for necessary measures to be adopted in order 
to enable Molano to continue his work. 
PBI nominated Molano for the Lawyers for Lawyers Award 
2015, which he won, and after receiving the prize PBI 
coordinated a speaking tour in seven different European 
countries.

Father Javier Giraldo

Father Giraldo continues to accompany the Peace 
Community of San Jose de Apartado in a judicial and 
political sense, participating in exhumations in different 
parts of the country, and continues his work of denouncing 
human rights violations and participating in the Centre for 
Popular Investigation and Education’s (CINEP) data base, 
amongst other activities.
In the first semester of 2015, PBI accompanied Sister 
Martize, at the Father’s request, for the continuous threats 

IN OCTOBER, THE THIRD SENTENCE WAS ISSUED IN HER CASE, 
SENTENCING THE FORMER DAS DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, 
CARLOS ALBERTO ARZAYUS TO SIX YEARS IN PRISON

that she had been receiving since the previous year for 
her work with the Association of the Victims of Trujillo 
(AFAVIT). 
On the other hand, PBI accompanied Father Giraldo on 
a pilgrimage for the Northeastern Gathering of Victimised 
Communities to commemorate 10 years since the Porton 
Rojo massacre.

David Ravelo

This year, PBI visited David Ravelo every two weeks in the 
Bogota and Barrancabermeja prisons, rotating between 
different members of the project.  
In addition, David Ravelo regularly telephones PBI to keep 
in touch and make occasional requests.  PBI also maintains 
contact with several of David Ravelo’s family members.

Flexible Accompaniment
The team has also occasionally accompanied organisations 
like the Permanent Committee for the Defence of 
Human Rights (CPDH), Humanidad Vigente, Nydia Erika 
Bautista Foundation (FNEB – with whom PBI signed an 
accompaniment agreement in December 2015), Familiares 
Colombia and the National Movement of Victims of State 
Crimes (MOVICE) who have suffered several security 
incidents such as being followed, receiving death threats 
and threats of sexual abuse in telephone calls and 
public statements, forcing some of the leaders of these 
organisations to temporarily flee the country.  
Due to these situations, the Bogota team has made office 
visits, held meetings and accompanied them in the city 
and outside it (due to the high risks for the persons who 
are travelling).

PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENCE OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS, (CPDH)

PBI has held meetings and visited the offices of the CPDH 
to raise the profile of the human rights defender who 
received death threats in a leaflet signed by the ‘Black 
Eagles’.16 
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Southwest
The PBI team in Bogota has accompanied the Inter-
Church Justice and Peace Commission’s field team to 
the Cauca Valley in different processes, and occasionally 
accompanied the Nomadesc organisation, as well as 
visiting its offices, and those of CPDH Valle and FCSPP 
Valle, to raise their profile.

Association for Social Investigation and Action, 
(NOMADESC)

Berenice Celeita, president of the Association, has been 
subjected to vigilance at her mother’s private home in 
Bogota during the month of June, which put her immediate 
family at risk, something which had not been seen since 
2010 when PBI offered her permanent accompaniment.17   
This time, PBI accompanied Berenice Celeita during her 
administrative errands and meetings in the capital.
Nomadesc accompanies indigenous and family farmer 
initiatives in Northern Cauca, a place PBI considers to 
be one of the most dangerous in the country, which is 
currently having a stronger than ever impact on the 
national and international context.  The security situation 
in the area is delicate and directly affects the communities 
that Nomadesc accompanies.
Nomadesc considers that the processes it accompanies are 
in maximum risk areas: Buenaventrua (Valle), La Salvajina 
dam (Cauca) and Tulua (Valle). They also accompany afro-
descendant women of the La Toma community, where 
there are problems with multinationals.
PBI included office visits to the organisation in its work 
plan, due to its security situation, and held many meetings 
which enabled the relationship to be strengthened, which 
had not been possible during 2014.

Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission, (CIJP) – 
Cauca Valle Field Team

PBI has maintained a continuous monthly presence in the 
Puente Nayero Humanitarian Space which was a year old 
in April 2015, consolidating itself as the first initiative of 
its kind in an urban context. During that time, the leaders 
received several threats,18 and were intimidated19 by 
sectors who are opposed to the creation of the space,  
20despite the fact that the Humanitarian Space benefits 
from precautionary measures of protection from the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights.
PBI also accompanied the Valle team to other processes 
in the region, such as the Naya River Community Council, 
or the Santa Rosa del Guayacan Reservation, as well as 
the Wounaan indigenous communities displaced to the 
coliseum in Buenaventura.  
With regards to this process, the Wounaan community, 
after being displaced in Buenaventura for twelve months, 
and waiting nine months without receiving a response from 
the State authorities, on 25 November, 645 indigenous 
people finally began to return to their communities in the 
San Juan River, on the border between Valle del Cauca and 
Choco.21

PBI accompanied the communities, through CIJP, during 
their displacement in Buenaventura and during their return.
The Valle team has been the victim of multiple threats22  
and direct slander23 for several months.

1. Fidh: Colombia: Hostigamiento y persecución en contra de los miembros del Colectivo de Abogados “José Alvear 
Restrepo” (Cajar), 24 February 2015
2. CCAJAR: Calumnia y censura en Eurolat: Nuevo episodio de campaña de desprestigio contra el Cajar y labor de 
defensa de Derechos Humanos en Colombia, 4 June 2015
3. CCAJAR: Pronunciamiento“Séptimo Día” tergiversó, manipuló y falseó información sobre actuación de Cajar en el 
caso Masacre de Caloto o del Nilo, 5 August 2015
4. Cejil, Ccajar, Cijp: Liberan Plazas Vega, juzgado por la retoma del Palacio de Justicia en Bogotá, 17 December 2015
5. Cijp: Amenazas y hostigamientos a defensores de Derecho Humanos, 24 April 2015
6. La FM: General Palomino: no capturamos ángeles ni arcángeles, 14 June 2015
7. Colombia Informa. Graves señalamientos del General Palomino contra abogados de líderes sociales. 15 July 2015
8. Congreso de los Pueblos: En riesgo la vida e integridad de Alexandra Bermúdez, 19 August 2015
9. El Universal: ONU denuncia incremento de amenazas en contra de la periodista Claudia Duque, 23 June 2015
10. The source mentions publication in “El Tiempo”. See link: Journalism in the Americas, Tercera condena en caso de 
tortura psicológica contra periodista colombiana, 2 October 2015
11. PBI: Focos de Interés, July - September 2014, 22 January 2015
12. El Espectador: Ordenan restablecer medidas de protección a abogado defensor de derechos humanos, 14 October 
2014
13. Radicado numero 2014 – 00270 -00. A request for discplinary action against the UNP director, Diego Fer-
nando Mora, for non-compliance and contempt.
14. Juzgado primero Administrativo Oral del Circuito de Bogotá, Sección Primera. Acción de Tutela – Incidente de 
desacato, expediente núm. 110013334001 2014 00270 00, 12 March 2015
15. El Espectador: Corte Suprema ordenó trasladar proceso por “falsos positivos” a Bogotá, 27 January 2015
16. Cpdh: Rechazamos panfleto amenazando al movimiento social y las mesas de paz, 29 September 2015
17. Amnesty International: Colombia: Protect Berenice Celeita (UA 140/15), 26 June 2015
18. Cijp: Paramilitares amenazan a líder Orlando Castillo, 27 May 2015
19. Cijp: Paramilitares amenazan a lideresas, 1 July 2015
20. Cijp: Hostigamientos paramilitares en Espacio Humanitario, 8 May 2015
21. Cijp: Comunidad Wounaan retorna con mínimas condiciones, 28 November 2015
22. Cijp: Paramilitares atentarían contra habitantes de Espacio Humanitario y acompañantes, 17 June 2015
23. Cijp: Difamaciones y señalamientos por presencia en Espacio Humanitario, 7 May 2015

ACTIVITIES Ccajar Cos-pacc Cijp Fcspp
Claudia 
Julieta 
Duque

Jorge 
Molano

Office visits 33 14 22 27 2 -

Accompani-
ments 

(1/2 days)
140 50 100 37 43 10

Meetings 13 12 11 13 4 6

ACTIVITIES
Father
Javier

Giraldo

David 
Ravelo*

F l e x i b l e 
accompa-

niments
(AF)

Nomadesc Cijp**

Office visits - - - 5 -

Accompani-
ments 

(1/2 days)
8 24 21 34 114

Meetings 1 - - 10 6

* David Ravelo is accompanied twice a months with prison visits. 
** CIJP does not have an office in Valle del Cauca. They have a house where PBI stays when it is accompanying them.

Zones:
Department /
Municipality

Civilian 
Authorities

Security Forces 
National Police

Security Forces
National Army

TOTAL 
by area

Guaviare / 
San Jose

-Departmental NP* 1

Meta / 
Mapiripan

-Governor
-Regional Human 

Rights Ombudsman

-Departmental NP
-Local NP (x3)

-Jungle Battalion 
No. 19 ‘Joaquin Paris’ 7

Valle del Cauca

-Regional Human 
Rights Ombudsman

-Buenaventura 
Human Rights 
Ombudsman

-Community Human 
Rights Ombudsman

-Departmental NP
-Highways NP

-Buenaventura NP

-III Brigade
-Infantry Battalion No.8
-Artillery Battalion No.3

-High Mountain Battalion 
No.10

10

Casanare / 
Yopal

ICRC** -Departmental NP -XVI Brigade 3

TOTAL
 by authority

6 9 6
TOTAL

21

Table of Meetings with Civilian and Military Authorities

Table of accompaniments, office visits and meetings

*Guaviare is not an area where PBI accompanies. Nonetheless it borders with Meta Department, specifically Mapiripan and the jurisdictions of 
the Police and Army in these areas include both departments.
** The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is an international organisation. PBI has not held meetings with international organisations 
this year, partly because the team was newly created and also because meeting with Colombian authorities (civilian and military) was prioritised.

https://www.fidh.org/es/region/americas/colombia/17053-colombia-hostigamiento-y-persecucion-en-contra-de-los-miembros-del
https://www.fidh.org/es/region/americas/colombia/17053-colombia-hostigamiento-y-persecucion-en-contra-de-los-miembros-del
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Calumnia-y-censura-en-Eurolat-Nuevo-episodio-de-campana-de-desprestigio-contra
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Calumnia-y-censura-en-Eurolat-Nuevo-episodio-de-campana-de-desprestigio-contra
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Septimo-Dia-tergiverso-manipulo-y-falseo-informacion-sobre-actuacion-de-Cajar
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/?Septimo-Dia-tergiverso-manipulo-y-falseo-informacion-sobre-actuacion-de-Cajar
https://viejaweb.cejil.org/comunicados/liberan-al-coronel-plazas-vega-juzgado-por-la-retoma-del-palacio-de-justicia-en-bogota
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/amenazas-contra-defensores-jyp
http://www.lafm.com.co/bogotá-y-cundinamarca/noticias/capturados-atentados-en-bogot
http://www.colombiainforma.info/politica/ddhh-conflicto-y-paz/2575-graves-senalamientos-de-gral-palomino-contra-abogados-de-lideres-sociales
http://www.congresodelospueblos.org/comunicados-congreso-de-los-pueblos/item/743-en-riesgo-la-vida-e-integridad-de-alexandra-bermudez.html
http://www.eluniversal.com.co/colombia/onu-denuncia-incremento-de-amenazas-en-contra-de-la-periodista-claudia-duque-197727
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/es/blog/00-16341-tercera-condena-en-caso-de-tortura-psicologica-contra-periodista-colombiana
https://knightcenter.utexas.edu/es/blog/00-16341-tercera-condena-en-caso-de-tortura-psicologica-contra-periodista-colombiana
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs143/1103828672446/archive/1119851150975.html
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/judicial/ordenan-restablecer-medidas-de-proteccion-abogado-defen-articulo-522024
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/judicial/corte-suprema-ordeno-trasladar-proceso-falsos-positivos-articulo-540205
http://www.comitepermanente.org/index.php/noticias/nacionales/849-bogota-rechazamos-panfleto-amenazando-al-movimiento-social-y-las-mesas-de-paz
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now/colombia-protect-berenice-celeita-ua-14015
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Paramilitares-amenazan-a-lider
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Paramilitares-amenazan-a-lideresas
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Hostigamientos-paramilitares-en
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Comunidad-Wounaan-retorna-con
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Paramilitares-atentarian-contra-9049
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Difamaciones-y-senalamientos-por
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BARRANCABERMEJA

In 2015, the Barrancabermeja field team accompanied 
five organisations under formal agreements, three 
under flexible arrangements and three historic 
organisations in their work in the Magdalena Medio, 

North Santander, Cesar and Bolivar regions.  
PBI accompanies organisations of lawyers, family farmers, 
artisanal miners, victims and organisations that give 
advice, denounce violations and provide human rights 
education mainly in rural and conflict areas in the region, 
but also in cities.  
PBI has accompanied them during legal procedures, 
humanitarian verification commissions, workshops, social 
movement gatherings and marches.
As a result of being in a historically conflictive area, in 
2015, the work of the organisations that PBI accompanies 
was linked to the dynamic of the peace negotiations.  
During periods when the conflict intensified, the PBI team 
was needed for accompaniments to conflict areas for 
humanitarian verification missions.  
On the other hand, during the different ceasefires, the 
accompanied organisations were able to focus on peace 
building through strengthening civil society; and the 
lawyers on justice, reparation and truth.  
The accompanied organisations have also been faced with 
neo-paramilitary violence in the region.

The Family Farmer Association of the Cimitarra River 
Valley, (ACVC) 

The Family Farmer Association of the Cimitarra River Valley 
(ACVC) is based in Barrancabermeja and a number of rural 
areas, and works to defend human rights and promote 
sustainable development for the region’s family farmers, 
particularly in the Family Farmer Reservation Zone (ZRC) 
in the Cimitarra River Valley.  
Some of their members have a high profile at a national 
level, including Cesar Jerez and Andres Gil.
In terms of the peace process, the ACVC played a 
fundamental in developing proposals in Havana and a mine 
clearing scheme in the ZRC.  
They also have a strong role in the peace initiative ‘Frente 
Amplio por la Paz’.  They implemented several initiatives 
which have become organisational examples for family 
farmer groups through their work with the Community 
Action Boards.
In 2015, former president and Mario Martinez and 
spokesman Wilson Vega were threatened with death and 
on several occasions Melkin Castrillon and Andres Gil 
were followed by men armed with guns. 
Milton Mahecha and Cesar Jerez were threatened with 
death in several leaflets; Jerez was unlawfully retained by 
the Army.1 2 3 4         

PBI’s work with the ACVC has mainly focussed on political 
accompaniment through dialogue with the Security 

Forces operating in regions where the ACVC works.  Their 
members often express their gratitude for the long history 
of PBI’s accompaniment.5 6 7    

Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers' Corporation, (CCALP)

The Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’ Collective (CCALCP) is 
based in Bucaramanga and provides accompaniment 
and legal advice to grassroots communities and social 
organisations to enable them access to the law.  
Their work focusses on education, fighting impunity, 
monitoring the state of human rights and international 
humanitarian law, defending collective and environmental 
rights, and biodiversity.
In 2015, PBI accompanied CCALCP’s members during 
administrative matters and court hearings relating to 
extrajudicial execution cases where civilians were 
assassinated by the Army and presented as deaths in 
combat, known as ‘false positives’, crimes that CCACLP 
links to high ranking Army officers.  
This work increases CCALCP’s profile and risk, in a national 
context where extrajudicial executions are in the spotlight 
for possibly being a State policy promoted by leading 
members of the military.8 9 10     

PBI has also accompanied CCALCP several times on 
its travels to provide advice to vulnerable communities, 
mainly the informal miners’ community in Mina Walter, in 
Southern Bolivar.  
CCALCP also has an important role advising other 
organisations in the region including AHERAMIGUA, 
ASORVIMM and ASCAMCAT, who are occasionally 
accompanied by PBI.

Regional Corporation for the Defence of Human Rights, 
(CREDHOS) 

Since 1987, the Regional Corporation of the Defence of 
Human Rights (CREDHOS) provides assistance and 
advice to individuals and social organisations, trains teams 
that promote human rights and international humanitarian 
law, and supports victims in denouncing violations and 
providing them legal and technical assistance.
During 2015, CREDHOS strengthened their integration in 
the network of organisations accompanied by PBI such 
as the ACVC, ASORVIMM, CCALCP and CAHUCOPANA, 
undertaking a number of joint activities and public 
denunciations.11 12 13        
They also published their investigation on the presence of 
‘los Urabeños’ neo-paramilitary group in Barrancbermeja’s 
neighbourhoods, which appeared in the regional press and 
increased their risk.14

CREDHOS is an emblematic organisation in the region 
for its past and present history, which explains why their 

security situation continues to be critical. This year, two 
threatening telephone calls were made to their offices 
directed against their president, Ivan Madero,15  and Andres 
Ortiz,16 the secretary and spokesperson in San Pablo 
where they were also issued a threatening warning.17  
In addition, on several occasions, men armed with guns 
followed Melkin Castrillon (see also ACVC) and the vice-
president, Wilfran Cadena. Miguel Angel Conde, also 
spokesperson, was threatened in a leaflet.18 

Beyond Barracabermeja’s suburbs, CREDHOS works 
in several rural municipalities, including San Pablo, 
Cantagallo, Yondo, Puerto Wilches, Santa Rosa and San 
Vicente de Chucuri.  PBI especially accompanies them on 
their trips to these rural areas.

Judicial Freedom Corporation, (CJL)

The Corporation for Judicial Freedom (CJL) was founded in 
Medellin in the 1990s by a group of lawyers dedicated to 
demonstrating the State’s responsibility for human rights 
violations, and to ensure that victims of crimes against 
humanity have legal representation.
After years of fighting for Operation Dragon case to be 
opened by the authorities, on 26 June, lawyer Liliana 
Uribe participated in the first hearing at the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the case, 
where she denounced collaboration between members of 
the military and the paramilitaries, and the disappearance 
of hundreds of people in District 13.19  
These people may be buried in ‘La Escombrera’ where in 
July 2015 excavations were begun in the presence of CJL 
accompanied by PBI.20 21   

CJL takes part in the Colombia-Europe-United States 
Coordination (where PBI is an observer), where it has 
an important role in the working groups on Forced 
Disappearance and Extrajudicial Executions.  
They had active and crucial role in drafting the legal 
challenge to military justice reforms.22 

Commitee in Solidarity with Political Prisoners, (FCSPP) - 
Bucaramanga and Medellin 

For forty years, the Committee in Solidarity with Political 
Prisoners (FCSPP) has been working to promote and 
educate about human rights in different parts of Colombia, 
and to resist different kinds of persecution for political 
motives.  
It does so by contributing to the investigations and 
punishment of people responsible for human rights 
violations, and obtaining reparations for victims. PBI’s 
Barrancambermeja team accompanies FSCPP’s branches 
in Bucaramanga and Medellin.
Most of PBI’s accompaniment has been through the 

AFTER YEARS OF FIGHTING FOR OPERATION DRAGON CASE TO BE 
OPENED BY THE AUTHORITIES, ON 26 JUNE, LAWYER LILIANA URIBE 
PARTICIPATED IN THE FIRST HEARING AT THE IACHR ON THE CASE, 
WHERE SHE DENOUNCED COLLABORATION BETWEEN MEMBERS OF 
THE MILITARY AND THE PARAMILITARIES, AND THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE IN DISTRICT 13
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FCSPP’s lawyers, mainly on ‘false positives’ cases in 
Ocaña, Bucaramanga and San Martin, similar cases to 
those that CCALCP is representing.  
PBI highlights two of the FSCPP’s achievements in 2015, 
at which PBI was present.  For the first time there was 
a commemoration for the victims in the massacres of 
Santa Isabel (1999) and Lomas Verdes (2005), both in 
Curumani, which were attended by Father Javier Giraldo 
and organised by the FCSPP. 
Secondly, the Land Restitution Unit started focussing 
closely on land in Pitalito, Chimchagua municipality, from 
where a community that FCSPP accompanied in 2012 and 
2013 had been displaced.23 24    

David Ravelo

2015 had its ups and downs for David Ravelo, co-founder 
and former president of CREDHOS, who was found guilty 
in 2012 of aggravated homicide in a process that has 
been called into question over serious irregularities that 
undermine a sentence which failed to meet guarantees 
or comply with national and international standards of due 
process and the right to a defence.  
In February, the Supreme Court of Justice denied the 
appeal and upheld David Ravelo’s sentence of 220 months 
in prison. In response, his lawyers, CCAJAR, took the case 
to the IACHR. In August 2015, David Ravelo was transferred 
to Barrancabermeja prison, as he and his support network 

had requested. 
Since then, Ravelo is much closer to his family and friends, 
and says he feels more at ease. After he completed 5 years 
in detention in October 2015, 36 international networks and 
organisations, including PBI, published a joint declaration 
expressing concern about the case.25 

The year ended with the release of the book ‘Acusenme’ 
(accuse me), with poems and stories written by David 
Ravelo from prison.  Congressman Alirio Uribe publicly 
acknowledged him and declared that he was “the victim 
of a set up”.26  
After the agreement on victims and transitional justice 
was reached between the FARC and the Government, 
various media outlets mentioned that David Ravelo could 
be a possible beneficiary of this agreement if his sentence 
is reviewed in the framework of the Special Jurisdiction 
for Peace.27 28   

During 2015, PBI visited David Ravelo every two weeks 
in prison (first in Bogota and then in Barrancabermeja), 
and held meetings with the National Criminal and Prisons 
Institute (INPEC) to facilitate their visits. Ravelo has 
expressed on numerous occasions the value of PBI’s 
support for him, and his gratitude for receiving it.

Maria Ravelo

Maria Ravelo, a former member of CREDHOS, is 
accompanied by PBI because of the work she does 

in Barrancabermeja’s vulnerable neighbourhoods with 
victims of the armed conflict. Due to her work, in 2015 
she suffered several threats, and has been followed and 
intimidated. 
In June 2015, PBI accompanied her after she received 
threats, enabling her to continue to dismantle a network 
that sold illegal vouchers.29 

Association of Families of the Detained-Disappeared, 
(ASFADDES)  - Medellin

PBI accompanies the Medellin branch of the Association 
of Relatives of the Detained Disappeared (ASFADDES).  
Their integration into other networks, like Rios Vivos which 
was frequently threatened for resisting the construction of 
a hydroelectric dam, has increased ASFADDES Medellin’s 
risk, which PBI has sought to mitigate with physical 
protection and psychosocial support.

Flexible Accompaniments

Magdalena Medio Victim´s Association, (ASORVIMM) 

The Association of Victims of State Crimes, (ASORVIMM), 
is a victims’ organisation seeking truth, justice, integral 
reparation and non-repetition.  
They accompany different communities in the Magdalena 
Medio region. ASORVIMM is facing difficult times after 
suffering repeated threats and being followed.  
In November, ASORVIMM, accompanied by PBI, held 
a Day of Commemoration for Victims in Puerto Berrio 
(Antioquia) to facilitate events with the communities for 
recovering and reconstructing the memory of the victims 
and search for truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of 
non-repetition.  
PBI’s accompaniment raises awareness about 
ASORVIMM’s work and brings it protection, especially in 
areas where they are highly at risk, for example Puerto 
Berrio (Antioquia Department).

Association of Agro-ecological and Mining Brotherhoods 
of Guamoco, (AHERAMIGUA)

Created in 2007, is an organisation that brings together 
artisanal miners, family farmers and Christian communities 
in the region of Guamoco in southern Bolivar.  

Corporation for Humanitarian Action for Cohabitation 
and Peace in Northeastern Antioqua, (CAHUCOPANA)

Cahucopana was created in 2004, and its aim is to resolve 
the humanitarian and human rights crisis that is besieging 
communities in rural areas of Remedios and Segovia 
municipalities.

1. ACVC: Se incrementan seguimientos y persecución contra ACVC, 6 April 2015
2. Agencia Prensa Rural: Seguimientos ilegales y hostigamientos contra Andrés Gil, 5 May 2015
3. Las2Orillas: Nuevas amenazas contra líderes sociales y de opinión, 27 January 2015
4. ACVC: Retenido ilegalmente por el ejército César Jerez, en base militar de Balsillas, 2 June 2015
5. ACVC: Caracterización biológica del sur de la Serranía de San Lucas, 7 April 2015
6. ACVC: Buscando mecanismos de protección de la selva virgen de la serranía de San Lucas, 27 July 2015
7. El Espectador: Freno a la minería en áreas estratégicas, 16 July 2015
8. Human Rights Watch: On their watch : Evidence of Senior Army Officers’ Responsibility for False Positive Killings 
in Colombia, 2015
9. Semana: Operación tapen-tapen. SEMANA revela audios que evidencian la estrategia de militares detenidos por 
falsos positivos que buscan desviar las investigaciones y, sobre todo, evitar salpicar a altos mandos, 1 August 2015
10. El Tiempo: Fiscalía investiga a 22 generales por ‘falsos positivos’, 13 April 2015
11. Cahucopana: Informe de la comisión de verificación vereda Panamá, municipio de Remedios –Antioquia, 31 mayo, 
junio 1, 2, 3 de 2015, 31 de mayo, 1, 2, 3 June 2015
12. Ibid.
13. ACVC / Cahucopana: Informe comisión de verificación vereda dos quebradas jurisdicción de Remedios, Antioquia 
25 y 26 de enero de 2015. 25, 26 January 2015
14. Vanguardia: Preocupación por casos de homicidios en el Puerto, 4 September 2015
15. Amnesty International: Colombia: Protect Iván Madero Vergel (UA 147/15), 2 July 2015
16. Vanguardia: Amenazan a defensor de Derechos Humanos, 1 November 2015
17. Agencia Prensa Rural: Persecución a defensores de derechos humanos de Credhos, 26 March 2015
18. Ibid
19. El Espectador: La verdad empieza a desenterrarse en La Escombrera, 26 July 2015
20. El Espectador: Buscarán restos de desaparecidos por paramilitares en la Escombrera de la Comuna 13 en Medellín, 
26 July 2015
21. Corporación Jurídica Libertad: Desaparición forzada, 2 October 2014
22. Coordinación Colombia Europa Estados Unidos: ¿Por qué demandamos el fuero penal militar?, 21 July 2015
23. UNHCHR - Colombia: Pitalito, Cesar, una vereda entre el despojo y el desalojo.
24. Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica: Se agrava conflicto por predio en Pitalito, Cesar, 6 December 2013
25. Declaración conjunta: Organizaciones Internacionales: Declaración conjuntaOrganizaciones Internacionales expre-
san su preocupación en el quinto aniversario de la detención de David Ravelo Crespo, prominente defensor Colombiano 
de derechos humanos, 23 September 2015
26. YouTube: Alirio Uribe Muñoz: Saludo David Ravelo lanzamiento libro, 10 December 2015
27. El Diario: La represión silenciosa de la justicia en Colombia, 25 December 2015
28. Counter Punch: The Case of David Ravelo: Justice, Impunity and Peace in Colombia, 1 January 2016
29. Vanguardia: Denuncian amenazas por control al tráfico de fichos, 28 June 2015

http://prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article16504
http://www.prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article16757
http://www.las2orillas.co/nuevas-amenazas-contra-lideres-sociales-de-opinion/
http://prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article17019
http://www.prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article16506
http://prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article17387
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/medio-ambiente/freno-mineria-areas-estrategicas-articulo-573180
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/24/their-watch/evidence-senior-army-officers-responsibility-false-positive-killings
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/06/24/their-watch/evidence-senior-army-officers-responsibility-false-positive-killings
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/operacion-tapen-tapen/436987-3
http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/operacion-tapen-tapen/436987-3
http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/justicia/fiscalia-investiga-a-22-generales-por-falsos-positivos/15560516
http://www.prensarural.org/spip/IMG/pdf/20150610remedios.pdf
http://www.prensarural.org/spip/IMG/pdf/20150610remedios.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/doc/253998332/Informe-Comision-de-Verificacion-Vereda-Dos-Quebradas-Nordeste-Antioqueno
https://www.scribd.com/doc/253998332/Informe-Comision-de-Verificacion-Vereda-Dos-Quebradas-Nordeste-Antioqueno
http://www.vanguardia.com/santander/barrancabermeja/326302-preocupacion-por-casos-de-homicidios-en-el-puerto
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now/colombia-protect-ivan-madero-vergel-ua-14715
http://www.vanguardia.com/santander/barrancabermeja/334315-amenazan-a-defensor-de-derechos-humanos
http://prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article16423
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/nacional/verdad-empieza-desenterrarse-escombrera-articulo-575215
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/judicial/buscaran-restos-de-desaparecidos-paramilitares-escombre-video-575108
http://www.cjlibertad.org/desaparicion-forzada.html
http://coeuropa.org.co/?q=node/241
http://www.hchr.org.co/migracion/index.php/compilacion-de-noticias/53-victimas/3938--pitalito-cesar-una-vereda-entre-el-despojo-y-el-desalojo
http://www.centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/noticias/noticias-de-otros-medios/se-agrava-conflicto-por-predio-en-pitalito-cesar
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/150922_comunicado_oings_5o_aniversario_detencion_david_ravelo.pdf
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/150922_comunicado_oings_5o_aniversario_detencion_david_ravelo.pdf
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/sites/default/files/150922_comunicado_oings_5o_aniversario_detencion_david_ravelo.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-Ecst1AZdQ
http://www.eldiario.es/desalambre/represion-silenciosa-justicia-Colombia_0_465803717.html
http://www.counterpunch.org/2016/01/01/the-case-of-david-ravelo-justice-impunity-and-peace-in-colombia/
http://www.vanguardia.com/santander/barrancabermeja/317196-denuncian-amenazas-por-control-al-trafico-de-fichos
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Emblematic Accompaniment

ACCOMPANYING THE ACVC DURING THE BIOLOGICAL SURVEYING OF THE SERRANIA 
DE SAN LUCAS (MAY 2015)
 The Serrania de San Lucas, located in the departments of Antioquia and Bolivar, has been caught in the 
horror of the armed conflict.  The farming communities in the region have been the victims of territorial 
disputes between guerrilla and paramilitary groups for years.
In the Serrania’s virgin forests, inside the Family Farmer Reservation Zone of the Cimitarra River Valley, the 
ACVC-National Agro-ecological Network (ACVC-RAN), together with the Colombian National and Natural 
Parks (PNN), and social organisations convened a biological survey commission to identify over the course of 
a month the different species present in this area of the forest.  The aim is to certify that this area has a high 
degree of biodiversity that warrants conservation and preservation.
PBI accompanied the ACVC-RAN as part of this important project. After walking for several days, PBI arrived 
at the base in the Ojos Claros region for the final stage of the project. More than 40 biologists shared their 
impressive results on the region’s great biodiversity with members of the community.

* David Ravelo, David was in Barrancabermeja prision from September 2015

ACTIVITIES
Flexible 

accompaniments
Historic 

accompaniments

Office visits 21 36

Accompani-
ments 
(days)

14 7

Meetings 12 4

ACTIVITIES Acvc Ccalp CJL Credhos
Fcspp 

Bucaramanga 
& Medellin

David 
Ravelo*

Office visits 44 8 2 27 14 -

Accompani-
ments 
(days)

47 51 6 30 27 4

Meetings 19 9 4 14 9 2

Table of accompaniments, office visits and meetings
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PROTECTIVE ACCOMPANIMENT 
PROVIDED TO DISPLACED  

COMMUNITIES
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URABA

Uraba is a region of great geostrategic 
importance because it is at the confluence of 
the departments of Antioquia, Cordoba, Choco 
and the Darien, and also has access to the sea 

via the gulf that gives the region its name.  
The dense biological wealth of its forests and its land 
has led to the existence of historic disputes by interest 
groups seeking land ownership and large projects by 
multinationals in the oil palm and banana sectors. 
The presence of illegal armed groups dictates the daily 
lives of the local inhabitants, and has resulted in decades 
of forced displacement. 
Land restitution has been slow and minimal, unlike the 
relentless threats and attacks against land claimants.  
Several reports shed light on the lack of guarantees for 
establishing a functional land restitution process.1

On the other hand, although the negotiations in Havana 
are making progress and the Government and guerrillas 
have announced that the peace agreements will be signed 
in 2016,2 the reality in Uraba continues to stand out due 
to the presence of different armed actors and increased 
militarisation. 

In 2015, PBI’s team in Apartado has accompanied the 
Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP) in its 
work with communities who organised themselves into 
Humanitarian Zones and Biodiversity Zones set up under 
the international humanitarian law. 

The Apartado team has also accompanied the return 
processes of displaced families in the Curbarado, 
Jiguamiando, La Larga Tumarado, and Pedeguita and 
Mancilla river basins.
The team also accompanied the Peace Community of San 
Jose de Apartado in the rural areas around San Jose de 
Apartado and Tierralta (Cordoba).  Lastly, PBI continues 
to accompany members of the Sucre Chapter of the 
Movement of Victims of State Crimes (MOVICE).
At a local and regional level, PBI held meetings with 
different civilian authorities and members of the Armed 
Forces, to express concerns and guarantee the safety of 
the processes accompanied by the Apartado team.

Peace Community of San Jose de Apartado

It was hoped that after the unilateral ceasefire declared by 
the FARC in December 2014,3 the level of violence in the 
areas where the Peace Community lives would decrease, 
and the civilian population would be less vulnerable.  
When the FARC ended the ceasefire in May 2015,4 the 
fighting between the military and the FARC’s 5th Front (both 
in the village of San Jose de Apartado and the surrounding 
rural areas) started again, putting the population in danger.  
During the fighting between the Army and guerrillas a 
woman from San Jose de Apartado was injured.5 

The level of risk facing the civilian population in the area 
of San Jose de Apartado and the Peace Community’s 

members has increased in the last year because of the 
advance of armed groups in the region. 
When the guerrillas’ presence diminished for a while, 
the neo-paramilitary structures gained territory and made 
themselves more visible.
Operation Agamemnon, which had a very high profile in 
the area, failed in its objective of bringing down the Usuga 
clan and capturing its leader Dairo Antonio Usuga David, 
alias ‘Otoniel’, but caused the area to become extremely 
militarised.6  
On several occasions the Security Forces violated the 
Peace Community’s space and trespassed on private land  
Police helicopters set down troops in the ‘Luis Eduardo 
Guerra’ peace zone, and soldiers from the Army’s XVII 
Brigade occupied Peace Community land in San Josecito 
with over 60 men and armoured tanks.7 

Despite a strong military presence in the area, neo-
paramilitary troops carried out numerous incursions near 
and on the Peace Community’s land, directly threatening 
the population.  
They went around several hamlets presenting a list of ten 
people they were threatening to kill, which included the 
name of a member of the Peace Community.8  
The Peace Community links the death of farmer Ernest 
Guzman in the Playa Larga area to actions by the neo-
paramilitary groups who also came into San Josecito 
where they left leaflets signed by Gaitanista Self-Defence 
Forces of Colombia (ACG).9 

The international accompaniment organisations that work 
with the Peace Community were direct witnesses of the 
presence of neo-paramilitary groups in various locations; 
for example in the rural area of Arenas Bajas, members 
of the Peace Community accompanied by PBI physically 
came across three armed men who identified themselves 
as AGC, while a larger group had set up camp nearby.10   
An institutional verification commission, which included 

the Human Rights Ombudsman, also saw how a group 
of neo-paramilitaries fled when it approached them in the 
area of La Esperanza.11   
The presence of the illegal armed actors generated such 
pressure on the population that the families from the area 
decided to leave their farms and go to the health centre 
and school.12 

In spite of repeated complaints by the Peace Community, 
as well as PBI, Colonel German Rojas Diaz of the XVII 
Brigade continued to make defamatory statements 
against the Peace Community and its legal representative 
in particular.  The Colonel has repeatedly tried to associate 
the Peace Community with the guerrillas.13  
At a public event he also stated that the Peace Community’s 
protection measures should be withdrawn; it is currently 
protected by Inter-American Human Rights Commission 
and Court, and by orders of the Colombian Constitutional 
Court.14 

Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP) in 
Curbarado, Jiguamiando and Pedeguita and Mancilla

Throughout 2015, the land restitution process in these 
areas has not advanced.15 Additionally, members of 
different communities in the area and CIJP have been 
threatened and attacked for their role in defending the 
human rights of these family farming and Afro-Colombian 
communities.16  

Despite these incidents, the communities continue to 
organise themselves and claim their rights to the stolen 
land.  The afro-mestizo community of Caño Manso is such 
an example of self-management and organisation.  
PBI, at the request of CIJP, accompanied this community 
and 80 members of the 14 Curbarado Community Councils 
during a symbolic action when they notified the bad-faith 
occupants17 that the land belongs to the family groups 
within the Community Councils as acknowledged by the 

Emblematic Accompaniment

COMMEMORATION OF THE DEATH OF EDUARD LANCHEROS
The 27 June marked three years since the death of Eduard Lancheros who had accompanied the Peace 
Community from its beginning.  At first he did so through CIJP, and later through the Luis Eduardo Guerra 
Human Rights Committee.
It is an emblematic date for the Peace Community which holds a dawn mass at 3am, the time at which he 
passed away due to ill health.  Father Javier Giraldo, who has historically been accompanied by PBI, led the 
ceremony, during which Eduard’s strength and faith in social transformation were spoken of.  Remembering 
those who are no longer there, be it for a natural or violence cause, has always been very important for the 
Peace Community in keeping historic memories alive.
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report of the Colombian Institute of Rural Development 
(INCODER) of July 2012, and the Constitutional Court 
Orders 045 and 112 of March 2012.18 

2015 has also been marked by an increased presence of 
neo-paramilitary groups in the three river basins.19

Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP) in 
Cacarica

During 2015, PBI accompanied CIJP and, indirectly, 
CAVIDA (the Community of Self-Determination, Life and 
Dignity) in the Cacarica River basin.  
The civilian population and members of CIJP and CAVIDA 
are in a high-risk situation due to a number of factors 
including the region’s importance for drug trafficking 
routes, and an increased presence of neo-paramilitary and 
insurgent groups.20 

In addition, the strong militarisation of the territory 
provoked the unauthorised incursion of soldiers from 
the 54th Jungle Battalion in the Nueva Vida Humanitarian 
Zone.21   
This violates the civilian population’s right to remain neutral 
in the war.  The recent context has made the communities 
in the area relive the ghosts and memories of the 
massacres and displacements at the end of the 1990s. 
Faced with these risks and the violation of these 
communities’ human rights, PBI accompanied CIJP in 
the Humanitarian Zones of Cacarica, in the Truando basin, 
Clavellino and la Larga.

MOVEMENT OF VICTIMS OF STATE CRIMS, (MOVICE) - 
Sucre Chapter  

PBI continues to monitor the risk levels of the members 
of the MOVICE’s Sucre Chapter and, especially, the return 
process in the La Europa farm in the municipality of Ovejas 
(Sucre).
During the year, Ingrid Vergara, the technical secretary 
of MOVICE’s Sucre Chapter, continued to receive 
death threats, as did other members of the Chapter.22   
Furthermore, human rights defender Adolfo Verbel Rocha 
was the victim of an attempted shooting.23

1. Amnesty International: A land title is not enough: ensuring sustainable land resitution in Colombia, November 2014
2. BBC: Colombia: Santos y las FARC se dan 6 meses para firmar la paz, 24 September 2015
3. El Espectador: Farc decretan cese al fuego por tiempo indefinido, 17 December 2014
4. Semana: FARC suspenden cese al fuego unilateral, 22 May 2015
5. Comunidad de Paz: Tropas asesinas que encubren y sobornan -Coroneles que mienten y calumnian sin medida, 17 
June 2015. Comunidad de Paz: Urgente: fuerza pública atropella nuestra Comunidad de Paz, 6 May 2015
6. BBC: Así es el megaoperativo para la captura de Otoniel, el narco más buscado de Colombia, 1 April 2015
7. Comunidad de Paz: ¿Hasta cuándo, hasta cuándo?, 24 July 2015
8. Comunidad de Paz: Un Estado que no oye a las víctimas y protege a los victimarios, 28 October 2015
9. Comunidad de Paz: Una nueva muerte, de nuevo se atenta contra la vida, 9 September 2015
10. Comunidad de Paz: Derecho de Petición No 17 a Santos, 8 December 2015
11. Ibid
12. Comunidad de Paz: Militares y gobierno insisten en negar la realidad, 11 November 2015
13. Comunidad de Paz: ¿Hasta cuándo, hasta cuándo?, 24 July 2015. Comunidad de Paz: Bajo la mirada complaciente 
de todos los poderes, 15 July 2015
14. Comunidad de Paz, Una nueva muerte, de nuevo se atenta contra la vida, 9 September 2015
15. Una mirada al desplazamiento forzado: persecución penal, aparatos organizados de poder y restitución de tierras en 
el contexto colombiano, Abogados Sin Fronteras, 2015, p.181.
16. Cijp: Planean atentados a líderes y candidatos, 12 October 2015.
17. Corte Constitucional: Derecho de posesion /principio de la buena fe/ignorancia de la ley/error excusable, 1 De-
cember 1994
18. Cijp: Despojo paramilitar beneficia a multinacionales, 8 September 2015.
19. Cijp: Paramilitares anuncian control territorial y lanzan amenaza “vamos a recuperar las tierras de los patrones que 
estaban en la cárcel”, 16 December 2015.
20. Cijp: Paramilitares hurtan y extorsionan, 25 September 2015.
21. Cijp: Paramilitares se asientan en Cacarica sin reacción de las Fuerzas Armadas, 5 October 2015.
22. Colectivo de Abogados: Seguimientos e intimidación encontra de Ingrid Vergara – Movice Sucre, 20 March 2015 
Cijp: Amenazas contra Ingrid Vergara y Juan David Díaz, integrantes del Movice Sucre, 8 June 2015
23. Movice: Atentan contra la vida de Adolfo Verbel Rocha-Movice Sucre, 27 November 2015
 

Emblematic accompaniment

THE TRUANDO BASIN VERIFICATION (CHOCO)
In October, PBI accompanied CIJP during a Verification Commission organised by the Bajo Atrato Community 
Councils and Indigenous Reservations, to find out about the public security situation in the Truando basin.  CIJP 
had warned in public statements about the AGC neo-paramilitary group and the territorial control it seeks to 
impose, and the armed confrontation with the FARC guerrillas and allegedly the ELN.*

The Verification Commission raised awareness about the existence of the illegal armed group in the region 
and denounced the high risk of attacks and displacement for the civilian population.
__
* Cijp: En riesgo de desplazamiento comunidades del río Truandó, 7 October 2015
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MEETINGS with 
Colombian State authorities

2015 was an important year in Colombia’s history, 
which saw considerable advances in the peace 
negotiations between the guerrillas of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 

and the national Government. 
Despite this, the situation of human rights defenders 
has remained very precarious:  to September 2015, 577 
attacks were recorded against human rights defenders, an 
increase of 105% compared to the same period in 2014.1   

51 human rights defenders were murdered.2  
According to the UN, 69 social leaders were assassinated 
between January and August 2015, a figure which includes 
38 human rights defenders.3 4 In sum, attacks against 
human rights defenders have increased every year since 
2010.5

On average, in the first half of 2015, a defender was 
killed every 5 days, overtaking the average yearly number 
of assassinations of defenders in the last 20 years in 
Colombia.6  
Todd Howland, representative of the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  
in Colombia (UNHCHR), warned that “although different 
representatives of the Colombian State have recognised 
the importance of the role of defenders in constructing 

a more democratic and egalitarian society […] the high 
number of murders, and the occurrence of other serious 
attacks against them, is evidence that the Sate’s response 
to effectively guarantee their right to life, personal integrity 
and the free exercise of their work has been insufficient”. 7   
With the aim of bolstering the protection of the vulnerable 
collectives, PBI has maintained fluid and constant 
communication with different representatives of the 
diplomatic corps in Colombia, with members of the 
international organisms (UN agencies, OAS Mission to 
Support the Peace Process in Colombia-MAPP-OAS, 
International Committee of the Red Cross and others) and 
civilian and military authorities at a regional and national 
level.  

Peace Process
PBI has continued to accompany leaders in land restitution 
claims and national organisations like the Inter-Church 
Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP) who in turn 
accompany various communities in different parts of the 
country.  
For that reason, PBI has continued to express concern 
for the risks facing the leaders in land restitution cases 
involved in different land restitution processes.  

THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS HAS REMAINED 
VERY PRECARIOUS: TO SEPTEMBER 2015, 577 ATTACKS WERE 
RECORDED AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS, AN INCREASE OF 
105% COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD IN 2014.  51 HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEFENDERS WERE MURDERED

UNHCHR, in its annual report on Colombia in March 2015, 
recommends that “death threats against land activists and 
related impunity should be firmly addressed”.8  

In March 2015, PBI organised a symposium to mark the 
arrival in Bogota of two land restitution leaders from the 
Pedeguita and Mancilla (Uraba) basin. 
The two leaders, Marlene Benitez and Felipe Triana, who 
are accompanied by CIJP, were the targets of attacks 
and violence by a group of 60 hooded individuals linked 
to the Association of Agricultural Producers of Belen de 
Bajira (ASOPROBEBA), an organisation promoted by Sor 
Teresa Gomez, who was found guilty for her responsibility 
in the mass displacement in Jiguamiando and Curbarado 
in December 2014.9   
Those who took part in the conversations included the 
Norwegian ambassador and representatives of the French, 
German, Dutch and British Embassies.
Later, in May 2015, PBI organised a trip to Curbarado, 
and Pedeguita and Mancilla with the British and Dutch 
Embassies, together with CIJP.  The delegation visited the 
Camelias Humanitarian Zone, and met with representatives 
of the communities that CIJP accompanies in Curbarado, 
Pedeguita and Mancilla, Jiguamiando and la Larga 
Tumarado.  
They also visited Marlene Benitez’s farm to observe the 
damage to her home, hear her testimony and those of 
Felipe Tirana and Mary Hernandez of the Bijao Onofre 
community (in Pedeguita and Mancilla) who was threatened 
with death for having denounced Manuel Palacios, known 
as ‘el Calvo’ or ‘Coyote’ (allegedly a member of the Usuga 
clan).10  
In November, PBI met with Peter Tibber, the new British 
ambassador in Colombia, once again highlighting the 
risk facing the leaders in Curbarado, and Pedeguita and 
Mancilla, providing information on these and other cases 
for the ambassador’s meeting the Colombian Interior 
Ministry.  
In another case, on 19 July, young Cristian David Aragon 
Valenzuela was murdered.  He was 17 years old and a 
member of the Puente Nayero Humanitarian Space in 
Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca).11   
PBI has accompanied CIJP in its work in the Humanitarian 
Space since April 2014, to protect the afro-descendant 
families who live there in the face of the constant violence 
reported in the city.  
After young Cristian’s murder, PBI Colombia made 
emergency telephone calls, met with five Embassies 
and was invited to speak about the Humanitarian Space 
and the difficult situation of human rights defenders in 
Buenaventura to the Human Rights Group of the European 
Union Delegation in Colombia (which is made up of the 

member states’ Embassies plus those of Norway and 
Switzerland).
Human rights lawyers are a particularly vulnerable 
collective because they accompany victims and denounce 
grave human rights violations. In February and September, 
five members of the Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ 
Collective (CCAJAR) were victims of four incidents of 
harassment and persecution as they carried out their roles 
as legal representatives in three judicial processes they 
are handling in different cities (Bogota, Villavicencio and 
Neiva).12   
In June, PBI again activated its Alert and Early Warning 
and Rapid Response System (SART), after CCAJAR lawyer 
Yessika Hoyos was targeted by defamatory statements 
in the European Parliament, alerting the European Union 
Delegation and the presidential advisor for human rights 
and international humanitarian Law.
Furthermore, in just five weeks between December 2014 
and January 2015, there were four threats made against 
several members of the Committee in Solidarity with 
Political Prisoners (FCSPP), including members of their 
board of directors (Franklin Castañeda, president and Jose 
Humberto Torres, vice-president of the FCSPP and national 
spokesperson for the Guarantees Round Table).13  
It should be mentioned that FCSPP’s lawyers handle 
various land restitution cases and are representing victims 
in processes involving paramilitaries and members of the 
Colombian State.
Several of the organisations accompanied by PBI are 
actively participating in the search for a negotiated solution 
to end the armed conflict between the State and the FARC: 
CCAJAR, FCSPP and the Nydia Erika Bautista Foundation 
(FNEB), amongst others. 
All of them have suffered serious security incidents in 
2015. The risk affecting defenders who have contributed to 
important peace initiatives is an issue that PBI has worked 
to raise awareness of throughout the year.
In May 2015, human rights lawyer Jorge Molano was 
awarded the important International Lawyers for Lawyers 
Award, in recognition of his work and his risks as a human 
rights lawyer and defender.14   

Jorge Molano was nominated for the prize by PBI.  Molano 
has some of the country’s most emblematic cases, 
including the Palace of Justice, Operation Dragon and 
various extrajudicial executions.  
PBI has contributed to raise international awareness 
about these emblematic cases and has encouraged the 
international community to attend the court hearings. 
An important result is the attendance of representatives 
of the Dutch, British and Canadian Embassies at several 
hearings on the cases of the extrajudicial execution of two 
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PBI WAS INVITED BY THE GERMAN EMBASSY TO TAKE PART IN A 
MEETING WITH TOM KOENINGS, THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT’S 
NEW SPECIAL ENVOY TO THE PEACE PROCESS TO SHARE ANALYSIS 
OF THE CURRENT SITUATION AND THE PEACE PROCESS

young men near Manizales.  
As part of the trip to collect his award in Holland, PBI 
Colombia organised an advocacy tour for Molano which 
took him to seven European countries.

Those responsible for the attacks
The UNHCHR’s 2013 Annual Report stated that “violence 
and social control by post-demobilization groups and 
criminal organizations continue to affect the full range of 
human rights of the population, and particularly those of 
human rights defenders”. 15

In Indepaz’s latest report it alerted to the presence of 
‘narcoparamilitary’ structures in 30% of the country’s 
municipalities.16 

In the same vein, between July and September 2015, 
the We Are Defenders Programme reported that neo-
paramilitary groups are responsible for 66% of the attacks 
registered against human rights defenders, followed by 
the Security Forces and unknown actors.17. 

In September and October, PBI raised the alarm about 
the strong presence and incursions by neo-paramilitary 
groups in Uraba, in the Cacarica, Truando and Curbarado 
communities and in the Peace Community of San Jose de 
Apartado.18  
Last 28 October, PBI was accompanying the Peace 
Community and came across members of the Gaitanista 
Self Defence Forces of Colombia (AGC) who were armed, 
uniformed and wearing AGC armbands.  
Faced with this worrying situation, PBI alerted 10 
Embassies, met with the Human Rights Ombudsman 
and organised a meeting in its Bogota office between 
Peace Community representatives and the United 
States, Canadian, German and French Embassies and the 
European Union Delegation.

Consultations
In February 2015, PBI was invited by the Canadian Embassy 
to participate in a round table held on the occasion of the 
visit of six Canadian members of parliament, which was an 
important opportunity to raise awareness of the situation 
of human rights defenders, the persistence of grave 
attacks against them, and the advances and set-backs in 
protection issues.  
In August, PBI was invited to the residence of the Canadian 
Ambassador to a meeting with the Assistant Minister 
responsible for the Americas of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade and Development, to give 
feedback to the ministry’s representative on the situation 
of human rights defenders for an official consultation with 
the Colombian Government on human rights.  
In April 2015, PBI hosted German Member of Parliament 
Peter Weiß and Director General for Latin America of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Thomas Neisinger, together 
with a German Embassy representative, during their visit 
to Colombia. 
In June 2015, PBI was invited by the German Embassy 
to take part in a meeting with Tom Koenings, the German 
Government’s new special envoy to the peace process 
to share analysis of the current situation and the peace 
process.

Participation in platforms
In 2015, PBI participated in several platforms, which are 
important spaces for the exchange of current events 
analysis and coordinating advocacy, even more so now 
that the situation in the country is so changeable.  
As an observer to the Inter-Agency Dialogue in Colombia 
(DIAL), PBI is taking part in the Peace Cooperation space 
where there are efforts to generate new opportunities 
for dialogue and advocacy with Colombian civil society 
and the international community regarding international 
cooperation in the post-conflict era.
PBI also continues to participate as an observer in 
other initiatives like the Magdalena Medio International 
Roundtable for Complementarity (MIC-MM), the 
Colombia-Europe-United States Cooperation (CCEEUU), 
the Alliance and the Techo Comun. PBI attended, as an 
observer, the National Guarantees Roundtable, which is 
a space for dialogue between Colombian civil society and 
the Colombian Government.
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http://www.telesurtv.net/news/ONU-denuncia-asesinato-de-69-activistas-colombianos-en-2015-20150819-0055.html.
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2015/070.asp
http://somosdefensores.org/attachments/article/134/los-nadie-informe-semestral-siaddhh2015.pdf
http://www.hchr.org.co/publico/comunicados/2015/comunicados2015.php3?cod=21&cat=98
http://www.hchr.org.co/documentoseinformes/informes/altocomisionado/A_HRC_28_3__Add_3_ENG.pdf
http://www.hchr.org.co/documentoseinformes/informes/altocomisionado/A_HRC_28_3__Add_3_ENG.pdf
http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/judicial/condenan-sor-teresa-gomez-desplazamiento-forzado-jiguam-articulo-533486
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Amenazas-de-muerte-contra-lideres
http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/Paramilitares-matan-a-nino
https://www.fidh.org/es/region/americas/colombia/17053-colombia-hostigamiento-y-persecucion-en-contra-de-los-miembros-del
https://www.fidh.org/es/region/americas/colombia/17053-colombia-hostigamiento-y-persecucion-en-contra-de-los-miembros-del
http://www.elheraldo.co/judicial/nuevas-amenazas-lideres-y-defensores-de-victimas-180448
https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr23/0003/2015/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/es/documents/amr23/0003/2015/en/
http://www.advocatenvooradvocaten.nl/wp-content/uploads/press-release-final-3.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/x-informe-de-indepaz-sobre-presencia-de-narcoparamilitares-en-colombia/
http://somosdefensores.org/attachments/article/135/Boletin-julio-septiembre-SIADDHH%202015.pdf
http://cdpsanjose.org/node/30
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Summary of meetings with Colombian authorities and institutions in 2015 Table of incidents

Death Threats

Inter-church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP, National 
Movement of Victims of State crimes (MOVICE), Marleny 
Benítez, Felipe Triana, Mary Hernandez and Hernan Bedoya 
(Communities of the collective territories of Pedeguita - 
Mancilla), Ledis Tuiran, Maria Ligia Chaverra, Eladio Cordero, 
Guillermo Diaz, Andres Lance, Enrique Petro, James Ruiz 
(Communities of the Curbarado Humanitarian Zones), Peace 
Community of San Jose de Apartado, Communities of Self-
determination, Life and Dignity (CAVIDA), CREDHOS, ACVC, 
Maria Ravelo, ASORVIMM, ASFADDES, FCSPP, Puente 

Nayero Humanitarian Space, FNEB, CPDH, NOMADESC

Baseless prosecutions
Prosecutions where formal charges have been issued:
David Ravelo Crespo, Carlos Morales (CAUHCOPANA)

Carmelo Agamez (MOVICE Sucre, 
freed in July after 5 years)

Stigmatisation in the media Peace Community of San Jose de Apartado, CCAJAR, 
FNEB, CIJP, FCSPP, Father Javier Giraldo

Information theft and break-in ASORVIMM, CCEEUU

Surveillance and monitoring
CIJP, MOVICE, CAVIDA, ASORVIMM, FCSPP, EJP, 

AHERAMIGUA, CCALCP, ACVC, CREDHOS, Claudia Julieta 
Duque, CDPH, CCAJAR, NOMADESC, COSPACC, FNEB

Detentions ACVC, CAHUCOPANA
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WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF PROTECTION 
AND ACCOMPANIMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

DEFENDERS AND COLOMBIAN COMMUNITIES, 
THE COLOMBIA PROJECT (COP) ALSO 

PERFORMS ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS-
RAISING ACTIVITIES IN EUROPE AND NORTH 
AMERICA WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF DRAWING 

ATTENTION TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY, SUPPORT THE 
PETITIONS OF ACCOMPANIED INDIVIDUALS 

AND COMMUNITIES, AND GENERATE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE TO

SECURE FULL RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

EUROPE

During 2015 in Europe, attention was closely 
focussed on the negotiations in Havana 
between the Colombian Government and the 
guerrilla group Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia (FARC).  
PBI supported the important advances made in the 
process, but also called attention to the increase in 
attacks against human rights defenders and organisations, 
principally those who promote peace initiatives. 
This resulted in several questions being asked at the 
European Parliament in which the different members 
of parliament highlighted the situation of human rights 
defenders in Colombia, and letters from members 
expressing concern on the defenders’ behalf.1

PBI also insisted on the fundamental role of European 
institutions in supporting the negotiations, the final 
agreement and the implementation of the accords. 
Together with OIDHACO,2 and with the Colombia Europe 
United States Coordination (CCEEUU),3 PBI presented 
feedback to the proposal for a Parliamentary Resolution to 
support the peace process in Colombia; on that occasion, 
PBI highlighted the importance of the conflict’s victims 
and Colombian civil society organisations’ participation in 
building a lasting and sustainable peace, and processes of 
truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-repetition. 
PBI also drew attention to the importance of the dialogues 
with the National LIberation Army (ELN) and a real and 
effective dismantling of neo-paramilitary structures.
PBI continued to insist on the importance of the Colombian 
State taking physical and political measures to protect 
human rights defenders and for the EU to reflect on its 
political and financial support for the negotiations and the 
post-conflict situation, in a way that channels the support 
through civil society to strengthen experiences of peace 
on the ground itself.
In line with the reports published by organisations and 
communities that it accompanies, PBI has called attention 
to the persistence of neo-paramilitary groups, who are, 
according to the We Are Defenders Programme, those 
majorly responsible for attacks against people who defend 
human rights in Colombia (72% of attacks are attributed 
to them).4 
One the results of the advocacy was a parliamentary 
question presented in November 2015 by member Javier 
Couso.5

Amongst human rights defenders as a whole, one of the most 
vulnerable groups are the lawyers whom, as well as suffering 
threats and attacks, are baselessly prosecuted for being the 
legal arm of the insurgent groups. 
Different national and international recommendations have 
been made urging the Colombian State to ensure that 
defenders can work in safety, and actively prevent them being 
stigmatised as well as prosecute those behind the threats and 
different attacks that interfere with their work.
It has therefore given PBI cause for grave concern that baseless 
allegations were made on 4 June by members of the European 
Parliament against Yessika Hoyos and the Jose Alvear Restrepo 
Lawyers’ Collective (CCAJAR).  
During the session of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 
Assembly (EUROLAT) Commission on policy, security and 
human rights, two members opposed CCAJAR’s representative 
(who was representing several Colombian human rights 
coalitions) speaking, hinting at allegations of links between the 
human rights organisation and the FARC.6  
Also of concern was that the Colombian Ambassador did not 
reject the statements previously made against Yessika Hoyos 
and CCAJAR7 despite the Colombian Government’s supposed 
commitment to civil society participation and the central role of 
victims, and in particular, women’s role in the peace process.8 

PBI activated its Emergency Response and Early Warning System, 
and released an Action Alert to all its support network, asking 
the international community to act and request a rectification 
by the MEPs, for other members of the EU parliament to 
recognise the work of the human rights organisation and for 
the Colombian Government to make a statement rejecting the 
stigmatisation of the defenders’ work.
The MEPs eventually sent different communications to CCAJAR 
expressing regret for the situation but insisting that such an 
organisation cannot be a valid counterpart when engaging with 
the Colombian Government. 
MEP Ramon Jauregui sent a letter saying that he did not share 
the opinions and recognising Yessika Hoyos’ role as a victim.   
The Green/Alliance Free Europe party also sent a letter of 
apology, rejecting what took place, underscoring Ms Hoyos and 
CCAJAR’s legitimacy and saying that they would request for her 
to speak at a different instance.  
The Confederal Group of the European United Left (GUE) sent 
a letter, and two of their MEPs raised a question criticising the 
verbal attacks.9 

EMERGENCY ALERT: YESSICA HOYOS
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United Nations
In March, PBI travelled to Geneva to meet with 
representatives of Member States, and mechanisms 
of the UN Human Rights Council, with Andrea Torres of 
the Nydia Erika Bautista Foundation (FNEB), members 
of OIDHACO and the Colombian Commission of Jurists 
(CCJ).
The delegation met with numerous Special Mechanisms, 
representatives of the UN High Commission for Refugees 
and the permanent missions to the UN. 
During the meetings, the delegation expressed its 
support for the peace process and presented concerns 
for the current situation regarding attacks against human 
rights defenders in Colombia, the continuance of forced 
disappearances in the country and the Colombian 
Government’s refusal to recognise the Committee Against 
Forced Disappearance. 
PBI also expressed concern for the attacks against the 
organisations it accompanies, for example CCAJAR, David 
Ravelo, the Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission 
(CIJP) and the land restitution process in the Curbarado 
and Jiguamiando river basins.
The delegation also emphasised to representatives of the 
permanent missions to the UN the importance of making 
enquiries and recommendations during the presentation 
of the Annual Report on Colombia of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights on 25 March.  
Some positive interventions in that regard were made by 
members of the Council included Estonia on behalf of the 
EU, and Norway, Spain and Switzerland.

Joint activities with other PBI Projects
In January 2015, PBI Colombia, together with PBI 
Guatemala, represented PBI in a broad consultation 
hosted by the International Service for Human Rights 
for Central and Latin-American civil society groups about 
mechanisms of protection and drafting a ‘Model Law’.  
In February, PBI also participated in a consultation by the 
UN Special Representative on the situation of human 
rights defenders.
During the EUROLAT Assembly in Panama City from 16 
to 19 March 2015, PBI was invited to present several 
considerations and recommendations at a meeting 
with EUROLAT’s members with civil society centred on 
organised crime and impunity. 
PBI Mexico also spoke on behalf of PBI Honduras and 
Colombia, to present some general concerns on how 
organised crime and impunity are affecting human rights 
defenders; PBI focussed on the case of 43 students 
disappeared in Mexico and the human rights violations in 
Buenaventura (Valle del Cauca, Colombia), and the option 
of mechanisms like the Puente Nayero Humanitarian 
Space, which was set up in the city to give a peaceful 
alternative for resistance in the midst of armed conflict.
On the other hand, to deal with an increase in requests 
for accompaniment and protection from defenders who 
promote rights in the face of large financial investments, 
the European representatives of the Colombia, Mexico 
and Guatemala Projects held a series of meetings with 
MEPs and States’ permanent representatives. 
The purpose was to present the need for a Thematic 
Hearing on mechanisms of protection for human rights 

Yomaira Mendoza y Enrique Cabezas, in Italy, in the speaking tour organized by the PBI's Country Group

defenders in the context of European investments. On 
8 July the hearing was held with COHOM to present 
the reality and describe the kinds of attacks such as 
verbal stigmatisation, threats, murders and the lack of 
consultation in decision-making. 
PBI also shared lessons it has learned to protect human 
rights defenders, avoid violent conflict and respect human 
rights in specific contexts.
PBI Colombia, Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras 
maintained communications and presented a proposal for 
a hearing at the Human Rights Subcommission (DROIROI) 
of the European Parliament on mechanisms of protection 
in the context of European investments.  This advocacy 
might result in a hearing proposed for March 2016.

Speaking tours and activities with Country 
Groups and international NGOs
In May 2015, human rights lawyer Jorge Molano was 
awarded the international Lawyers for Lawyers prize in 
recognition of his work and his risks as a human rights 
defender.10  
PBI Colombia in Brussels and the PBI Country Groups in 
Spain, France, Norway, Holland, the United Kingdom and 
Italy organised a speaking tour for the defender in seven 
European countries.
During the advocacy and awareness-raising actions with 
foreign affairs ministries, national parliaments and civil 
society organisations, Jorge Molano reported on the 
situation of human rights defenders and leaders in land 
restitution cases in Colombia, as well as the impunity that 
prevails in the country particularly with respect to Law 
975’s implementation and the application of justice in 
extrajudicial executions. 
Molano also presented information on some of the cases 
he represents, such as the massacre of the San Jose de 
Apartado Peace Community. 
This led to an EU parliamentary question calling attention 
to the alarming impunity in the case, and the ongoing 
verbal attacks by members of the Colombian Security 
Forces.11 

Throughout the year, PBI Colombia’s representative and 
the PBI Country Groups organised three speaking tours by 
accompanied organisations. 
These included Andrea Torres of FNEB who was with PBI 
in Geneva, Spain, Germany and Belgium where she met 
with eleven MEPs from different parties and their staff, an 
advisor the parliamentary Socialist group, representatives 
of DROI and FEMM, member states, the EU’s External 
Action Service and international organisations.

One of the results of the meetings in Brussels was a 
European parliamentary question signed by 8 MEPs from 
different political groups of the GUE, Alde and Greens after 
threats were made against Andrea Torres and the rest of 
FNEB’s members in April and May 2015.  
Two MEPs tabled a new parliamentary question expressing 
concern for these incidents.12 A third question was also 
made insisting on concerns over the continued prevalence 
of forced disappearances in Colombia.13

The vulnerable situation of people claiming their lands in 
Colombia has continued to be an issue that has awoken 
the most interest in Europe.  
Making the most of Yomaira Mendoza and Enrique Cabezas’ 
forced exile in Europe (leaders in a land restitution process 
in Curbarado and Jiguamiando), who are accompanied 
by the Inter-Church Justice and Peace Commission, the 
representative organised a speaking tour in conjunction 
with PBI Country Groups. 
They travelled to France, Switzerland and Germany to 
explain their situation and that facing other leaders in this 
emblematic land restitution process.
As a result of their visit to Brussels in December 2014, on 5 
February 2015 thirteen MEPs from different parties (GUE, 
Ale and S&D) wrote an open letter asking for protection 
and progress in the case of the Curbarado communities.  
During a visit to Madrid, the MEP Beatriz Becerra met 
up again with Ms Mendoza and Mr Cabezas to offer her 
support if they needed it.  
Ms Mendoza and Mr Cabezas were invited back to Belgium 
by SOLSOC to take part in an event held by Belgian 
MEP Christiane Vienne about the land theft in Colombia.  
OIDHACO took the opportunity of their visit to Brussels 
to push for them to be able to give testimony during the 
parallel activities at the EU States-CELAC summit which 
was held in June in Brussels.
In September and October, Yenly Angelica Mendez of the 
Family Farmer Association of the Cimitarra River Valley 
(ACVC) visited France to take part in the International 
Farmers Seeds and Food Sovereignty Gathering.  
With support from PBI as well as other international 
organisations she visited Belgium, Holland, Norway, Spain 
and the UK and presented the situation of family farmers 
in Colombia, and the difficulties to get the Family Farmer 
Reservation Zones recognised around the country. 
In Brussels, the ACVC organised several events in the 
European Parliament, with support from MEP for the GUE, 
Ines Zuber, and the Socialist MEP, Richard Howitt, to share 
information about the reality.

TO DEAL WITH AN INCREASE IN REQUESTS FOR 
ACCOMPANIMENT AND PROTECTION FROM DEFENDERS 
WHO PROMOTE RIGHTS IN THE FACE OF LARGE FINANCIAL 
INVESTMENTS, THE EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE COLOMBIA, MEXICO AND GUATEMALA PROJECTS 
HELD A SERIES OF MEETINGS WITH MEPS AND STATES’ 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES

http://justiciaypazcolombia.com/IMG/pdf/150205_carta_al_presidente_santos-curba.pdf
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International networks and organisations
Throughout the year, PBI continued to take part in different 
NGO platforms, mainly OIDHACO and the Human Rights 
and Democracy Network (HRDN), in collaboration with 
the European representatives of the PBI Guatemala and 
Mexico Projects.
In February 2015, for the Brussels visit of Franklin Castañeda, 
president of the Foundation Committee for Solidarity with 
Political Prisoners (FCSPP), PBI had meetings with him, 
OIDHACO and eleven MEPs and their offices, two political 
advisors to the European Parliament, representatives 
from FROI and AFET, the EU External Action Service 
and the European Commission’s Directorate-General for 
International Development and Cooperation.
At the meetings they weighed up the positive advances 
that had happened at the Havana negotiations, and the 
need for peace in Colombia. 
One point made by Franklin Castañeda was the relevance 
and need to start a formal dialogue process with the ELN 
guerrilla. As a result, eight MEPs signed an open letter 
calling on the Colombian Government and the ELN to start 
formal negotiations. 
Another result was that MEP Ramon Jauregui, present 
of the European component of EUROLAT, called on the 
negotiation process with the ELN to be broadened during 
his final speech after the assembly in Panama.14  

To mark its 20 year anniversary, OIDHACO held a series of 
activities in Brussels including in the European Parliament, 
to talk about their work over the last 20 years and also to 
give voice to the proposals that Colombian civil society is 
making for the future implementation of the agreements 
reached in Havana.  
PBI took part in the activities and took the opportunity to 
raise awareness of the situation of defenders in Colombia 
in the network’s special publication.15

Finally, in conjunction with the other PBI projects, the 
European representative supported HRDN’s Stand 4 
Human rights campaign which was launched on 22 
November 2015.  
At PBI’s instance, one of the cases taken up by the 
international campaign is the case of criminalised defender 
David Ravelo Crespo, who has been detained for over five 
years. 
On 14 September 2015, on the fifth anniversary of his 
detention, PBI published a public statement,16 signed by 
35 international organisations, and European and North 
American networks, which once again called attention to 
this baseless prosecution, the irregularities in its procedure 
and the lack of guarantees of due process.

1. Lola Sánchez: Situación de defensores de derechos humanos en Colombia, 17 April 2015; Inés Zuber, Miguel Viegas 
y João Ferreira: Continuação das agressões e assassinatos na Colômbia, 31 March 2015; Javi Lopez: Paz y garantías 
para defender los derechos humanos en Colombia, 30 November 2015
2. http://www.oidhaco.org/
3. http://coeuropa.org.co/
4. Javier Couso: Narcoparamilitares en Colombia, 30 November 2015
5. Coordinación Colombia Europa Estados Unidos (Cceeu) y Federación Internacional de Derechos Humanos (Fidh): 
Colombia: La guerra se mide en litros de sangre. Página 57
6. Plataformas y organizaciones de víctimas y de derechos humanos: Rechazamos censura y deslegitimación en EuroLat 
a delegada de  los defensores de derechos humanos y de las víctimas, 5 June 2015
7. Plataformas y organizaciones de víctimas y de derechos humanos: Rechazamos censura y deslegitimación en EuroLat 
a delegada de  los defensores de derechos humanos y de las víctimas, 5 June 2015
8. Blu Radio: Santos reconoce como un reto lograr justicia para mujeres víctimas del conflicto, 2 February 2015
9. Javier Couso and Marina Albiol:  Señalamiento de defensores de los derechos humanos en el Parlamento Europeo, 
3 July 2015
10. http://www.advocatenvooradvocaten.nl/wp-content/uploads/press-release-final-3.pdf
11. Jordi Sebastia: Impunidad y agresiones contra la Comunidad de Paz - Colombia, 17 July 2015
12. Marina Albiol y Javier Couso: Agresiones y amenazas a defensoras de derechos humanos en Colombia, 5 June 2015
13. Ernest Urtasun:  Desapariciones forzadas en Colombia, 2 October 2015
14. European Parliament: Asamblea Parlamentaria Euro-Latinoamericana: Cuba, Venezuela, Colombia y atentado de 
Túnez,26 March 2015
15. OIDHACO: Publicación conmemorativa de los 20 años, September 2015
16. International organisations: Declaración Conjunta: Organización internacionales expresan preocupación en el 5 
aniversario de la detención de David Ravelo, 14 September 2015Andrea Torres, (Fneb), in Brussels

Meetings

Entity Meetings

Permanent Missions to
 the United Nations* 

5

United Nations 
Special Mechanisms **

7

UNHCHR 1

NGOs 2

* United Kingdom, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden 
and the European Union Delegation
**Rapporteur on Violence against Women; 
Committee on Enforced Disappearances-Urgent 
Actions; Committee on Enforced Disappearances-
Secretariat; Rapporteur on Freedom of Association; 
Rapporteur on human rights defenders; Rapporteur 
on the Independence of Justice; Rapporteur on Truth, 
Justice and Reparation

Meetings

Entity Meetings

European Parliament 
(MEPs and their offices)

44

Political Group Advisors PE 4

Droi Secretariat 6

Femm Secretariat 1

Afet Secretariat 1

European External Action Service 3

Directorate-General for Development and 
Cooperation of the European Commission

1

Permanent Representations* 5

Deputies and Senators of the Spanish 
State (with PBI Spain); Italian Members of 

Parliament and Commissions
 with Jorge Molano

6

5

Foreign Affairs Ministries 3

NGOs and networks 35

* Spain, Sweden, Finland and Germany

http://www.oidhaco.org/uploaded/content/article/338339596.pdf
http://stand4humanrights.org/category/human-rights-pledge/
http://stand4humanrights.org/category/human-rights-pledge/
http://www.justiciaporcolombia.org/node/557
http://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/colombie589e.pdf
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=2059&lang=es
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=2059&lang=es
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=2059&lang=es
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=2059&lang=es
http://www.bluradio.com/89488/santos-reconoce-como-un-reto-lograr-justicia-para-mujeres-victimas-del-conflicto
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-2015-010813+0+DOC+XML+V0//ES&language=es
http://www.advocatenvooradvocaten.nl/wp-content/uploads/press-release-final-3.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-2015-011487+0+DOC+XML+V0//ES&language=es
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bWQ%2bE-2015-009191%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fES&language=ES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+WQ+E-2015-013469+0+DOC+XML+V0//ES&language=es
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/es/news-room/content/20150326STO38642/html/Asamblea-Parlamentaria-EuroLat-Cuba-Venezuela-Colombia-y-atentado-de-T%C3%BAnez
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/es/news-room/content/20150326STO38642/html/Asamblea-Parlamentaria-EuroLat-Cuba-Venezuela-Colombia-y-atentado-de-T%C3%BAnez
http://www.oidhaco.org/?art=2091&lang=es
http://www.justiciaporcolombia.org/node/557
http://www.justiciaporcolombia.org/node/557
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NORTH AMERICA

In 2015, the panorama in North America was 
dominated by broad coverage of the negotiations 
between the Colombian Government and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). 

Since the negotiations were announced, PBI has asked 
the international community (including the Congress, 
State Department and White House in the United States, 
and the Department of Global Affairs and Parliament in 
Canada), to monitor the persistence of grave human rights 
violations, the increase in attacks against human rights 
defenders, the persistence of high levels of impunity and 
the need to support the peace negotiations so they can 
result in a peace agreement with social justice.
As well as dialogue with government bodies, PBI 
Colombia’s North American representation, based in 
Washington DC, has constant and fluid contact with the 
Inter-American Human Rights System of the Organization 
of American States, and ongoing collaboration with US 
and international non-governmental organisations.
PBI increased its support network amongst members of 
the US Congress interested in the peace negotiations, 
and continued to be an important source of information 
for Members of Congress, Government, the White House 
and non-governmental organisations.  
PBI coordinates its education and advocacy in Canada 
with the PBI Canada Country Group.

PBI activities
In February, anticipating a visit by the Colombian 
Government to Washington DC around the issue of the 
peace process, PBI drafted and sent a memorandum 
to all members of the congressional Foreign Affairs 
Committee on the process, emphasising the importance 
of supporting the negotiations; and a request by human 
rights organisations and victims for broad-based civil 
society participation in the process.
Demonstrating their trust in the information shared by PBI, 
several congressional offices contacted PBI to get details 
on the human rights situation in Colombia, in preparation 
for their visits to the country and their meetings with the 
Colombian Embassy in Washington DC. 
PBI continues to be invited by the US Department of State 
(DOS), to the consultation meetings about the human 
rights certification for aid to Colombia, especially on the 
situation of human rights defenders; the importance 
of strong US support for the peace negotiations; and 
channels for Colombian human rights defenders to 
communicate information about alleged human rights 
violations committed by members of the Colombian Army, 
for the DOS to refer when it revises the units that will 
receive financial support.  
There were frequent bilateral meetings with the DOS to 
bring issues of special concern to their attention. In April, 
PBI collaborated with the Latin America Working Group 
(LAWG)1  and Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA)2  
to write a detailed memorandum on the emblematic cases 

the DOS is already following and recommendations for 
other cases that it should monitor.
In June, the Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere of 
the US Chamber of Representatives held a hearing on the 
peace process with the FARC.  
Before the hearing, PBI coordinated with LAWG to speak 
to nearly all the offices of the Subcommittee’s members 
on the human costs of the conflict and the importance 
of supporting the negotiations, so that they result in an 
agreement with social justice.  
The impact of these communications was demonstrated 
when at the hearing almost all the representatives 
mentioned the statistics and themes presented to them 
by PBI and LAWG, as for example, the impact of the 
conflict on afro-descendants, indigenous women and 
other vulnerable groups.
PBI Colombia’s representation in the US also gave feedback 
on behalf of PBI’s International Office to the request by 
the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to the 
freedom of assembly and association, who was seeking 
information on these rights with regard to defenders that 
work on land or environmental issues. 
It coordinated the feedback from PBI’s Latin American 
Projects for the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights’ Annual Report.
PBI participated in various initiatives to support the peace 
process and protect human rights with the US Congress 
and in coalition with other NGO allies.  Highlights include: 
the signing of a letter with 45 other NGOs to members 
of the Committee on Appropriations, asking them to 
continue to include human rights conditions; direct 
advocacy with other members of Congress for them to 
sign a declaration in favour of the conditions; and direct 
advocacy with members in August for them to sign a letter 
to Secretary of State John Kerry, and the Special Envoy to 
the negotiation tables in Havana, Bernie Aronson, urging 
support for the peace process and attention for the victims 
of the conflict, a letter that was signed by 65 members of 
Congress.  
Of special importance was the list of detailed 
recommendations from the US Government for it to 
support a possible peace agreement, that PBI designed 
with WOLA and LAWG in consultation with Colombian 
organisations; there has been a lot of positive feedback 
from Government representatives.

Speaking tours by accompanied organisations

In March, PBI supported four of the Colombian organisations 
it accompanies during their visits to Washington DC for 
the hearings at the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR). 
At the request of the people it accompanies, PBI organised 
several meetings with congressional and senate offices, 
some of whom were new contacts whom the defenders 
could inform about their security situation and ask for 
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THE DEFENDERS ACCOMPANIED BY PBI MAINLY 
EMPHASISED THEIR REQUEST TO THE US CONGRESS, 
STATE DEPARTMENT AND WHITE HOUSE FOR STRONG 
AND PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE PEACE TALKS WITH 
THE GUERRILLAS, THE NEED FOR STRONG ECONOMIC 
SUPPORT WHICH WOULD HELP TO BUILD PEACE WITH 
SOCIAL JUSTICE

support. 
During the meetings, the defenders accompanied by PBI 
mainly emphasised their request to the US Congress, 
State Department and White House for strong and public 
support for the peace talks with the guerrillas, the need for 
strong economic support which would help to build peace 
with social justice, and the ways that the US can support 
the search for truth in the Colombian conflict.
In June, PBI Colombia’s representation in North America, in 
conjunction with PBI USA and PBI Canada Country Groups, 
organised a visit to both countries by Berenice Celeita 
(NOMADESC), a human rights defender accompanied by 
PBI.  PBI travelled with Ms Celeita to Canada, where they 
met with the Department of Global Affairs, a member of 
Parliament and several Canadian NGOs.  
She also spoke to the Canadian media. In Washington DC 
they met with several congressional offices, the DOS, the 
IACHR and US NGOs. Ms Celeita also participated in a 

public event with the PBI USA Country Group. When she 
returned to Colombia, Berenice Celeita was the target of 
several security incidents. 
PBI raised the alarm about the incidents and alerted, 
amongst others, the support network that was built up 
during the speaking tour to respond to the threats. Since 
then, no new security incidents against Ms Celeita have 
been reported.
In March, the PBI representative in North America visited 
the PBI Canada Country Group in Ottawa. During the visit, 
they took part in a film festival organised by the Country 
Group, met with allied NGOs and held meetings with 
representatives of the Department of Global Affairs and 
International Cooperation, which helped to reactivate PBI’s 
communication with the Canadian Embassy in Colombia.

Danilo Rueda, (CIJP), at the hearing of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in Washington, D.C. 

Support for women human rights defenders
Representing PBI’s international office at a global level, 
PBI Colombia’s representative in Washington continued 
to participate in the Women Human Rights Defenders 
International Coalition (WHRIC)3. During the first semester, 
PBI participated in a working group that is investigating a 
report on the situation of women human rights defenders 
who work on the issue of extractive industries. 
PBI also participated in the process of elaborating the 
2015-2017 strategic plan for the Coalition.

Economic interests and human rights
In April PBI took part in a consultation organised by the 
DOS on elaborating a National Action Plan on Business 
and Human Rights. 
PBI was one of the only voices at the consultation that 
highlighted the need for special attention to protect human 
rights defenders.
In 2015, PBI joined the International Corporate 
Accountability Roundtable (ICAR)4, that works on issues 
of businesses and human rights.  
Because PBI Colombia’s representative is the only PBI 
staff member present in Washington, it was decided that 
she would represent the organisation at the Roundtable. 
In September, ICAR held its annual meeting and a 
transcendental theme that emerged from the two days of 
discussions, was the importance of protecting defenders 
who work on the ground on these issues, and the fact 
that the majority of ICAR’s members do not have the 
necessary elements to confront the risks that face their 
colleagues and counterparts on the ground. 

Since then PBI has consulted with ICAR’s personnel on 
a design for an initiative to fill this gap in knowhow and 
capacity amongst their membership (the initiative is still 
under development).

1. http://www.lawg.org/
2. http://www.wola.org/es
3. Womn Human Right Defenders
4. International Corporate Accountability Roundtable

Meetings

Entity Meetings

Senate 15

House of Represenatives 54

Department of State 15

US NGOs 30

Colombian Embassy 5

White House 3

Canadian Government 1

Canadian Parliament 1

Canadian NGOs 7

IACHR 3

http://www.lawg.org/
http://www.wola.org/es
http://www.defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/
http://icar.ngo/


6160

Communications 



6362

PUBLICATIONS and
distribution of information

PBI’s communications team in 2015 focused on 
the themes of impunity, human rights violations 
by economic interests and peace initiatives. 
It showed the work of the human rights 

defenders that PBI accompanies, and the accompaniment 
work being carried out by the Project volunteers.

Videos

In March,  ‘The Village’ , an eight minute video documentary 
was published. It was filmed during the 18th anniversary 
of the San Jose de Apartado Peace Community, an 
organisation which allows no armed actors to enter its 
land. 
The Community has had very difficult moments, but also 
happy ones, and Gildardo Tuberquia comments in the 
interview “we are going to stay on the land, there is no 
other alternative”.  The video documentary was published 
in Spanish with English subtitles and received 830 views 
on the PBI Colombia Youtube page.
In July 2015, PBI Colombia published a 30 minute video 
documentary, called ‘Land of Corn’, the script and filming 
were done in coordination with PBI Honduras, Guatemala 
and Mexico Projects.  
The documentary tells the story of four women and men 

from these countries, who are fighting to defend their 
land and risking their lives, liberty and the safety of their 
families.  
The documentary was translated into English, German, 
French and Italian and received 10,700 visits on PBI 
Colombia’s Youtube page. 
It was also distributed by Country Groups and the Latin 
American PBI Projects.  A short version of the video was 
presented by PBI at a meeting of the Working Party on 
Human Rights (COHOM) of the EU Council, in Brussels in 
July 2015.
In 2015 PBI began producing a series of interviews with 
human rights defenders, called ‘PBI Coffee Break’ (Un 
tintico con PBI).  There have been four interviews in total 
(Andrea Bautista, FNEB; Olga Silva, Humanidad Vigente; 
Berenice Celeyta, Nomadesc; and, Jorge Molano), all in 
Spanish, and the English content is available on the blog 
(pbicolombia.org).  The interviews had 900 visits in 2015.

Blog

Last year some changes were made to the PBI blog 
(Wordpress) that were well received, such as creating one 
in Spanish and one in English, even though both are fully 
linked.

There were also changes made to the home page, where 
photographs are given high priority. The Blog had 49 posts 
in Spanish and 43 in English.
Most of the writing has been by volunteers in articles telling 
of the experiences they lived during their accompaniments.
The editing was done by the communications team. Each 
page received over 25,000 visits.  In the English blog the 
most visited section was on how to be a volunteer, with 
almost 2000 visits.  The most read posts were:

• First few months with PBI
• The heaven
• Interviews with Nomadesc 
• Interviews Jorge Molano 

The most searched for word was “MOVICE”
In the Spanish blog, which is on the margin of the home 
page, most of the visits were for the section on job 
postings and how to become a PBI volunteer.  The most 
read articles were:

• Vivir en riesgo permanente
• La aldea / the village
• Trujillo, donde la memoria no se calla 
• Entrevista con Andrea Torres

They all had over 500 visits. Jorge Molano was the most 
frequently searched for.

Distribution
Other ways of sharing content, such as the photo histories 
published on the Smugmug platform, reached a record 
280,000 visits throughout 2015.  The Naya River photoblog 
was the most visited.
On the Youtube channel, which has 298 subscribers, there 
were 141,810 reproductions.
In the social media, the Facebook page has 3,126 likes in 
January and reached 4,247 in December 2015, (an annual 
increase of 1,121 likes).
It is important to note that 60% of the people who like 
PBI Colombia’s Facebook page are women.  The Twitter 
account gained 527 new followers in 2015, increasing the 
followers to a total of 2,204.
PBI Colombia’s profile was visited 6,800 times and its 
tweets were viewed 95,000 times.  In December, PBI 
opened an Instagram account.
According to a survey by Constant Contact, 60 % of 
people have used PBI’s publications in their work during 
2015. 80% of people expressed that PBI’s publications are 
useful and of good quality. 90% said that PBI’s publications 
were easy to find.
The survey was sent to 1,800 contacts, including 
individuals responsible for formulating policy on Colombia, 
representatives of governments in Europe and the 
Americas, international institutions like the UN System, 
international NGOs, the diplomatic corps, the media, 
public international opinion, donors, former volunteers and 
PBI Country Groups.

Blog in Spanish. Blog in English.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p19B0FDMbD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipoU_Vwtjqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5n-Lkt_w8C0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVc3Xvh0JWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v6bTOPS3bwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymoSqY_GPU8
http://pbicolombiablog.org/
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Other publications

PBI has two particular publications aimed at calling attention 
to high risk situations affecting the people, organisations 
and communities that PBI accompanies.  One of them is 
the Action Alert (with limited distribution)
In June, an Action Alert was published to show PBI’s 
concern for the hostile statements made by members of 
the European Parliament against Yessika Hoyos and the 
Jose Alvear Lawyers’ Collective (CCAJAR), a human rights 
NGO that PBI has accompanied since 1995 and which was 
granted precautionary measures of protection from the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in 2001.1

Focos de Interés is the other PBI publication with a special 
character.  There are four published each year (one per 
trimester) and they provide a review of the current events 
in Colombia, and a review of the threats, incidents of 
surveillance and detention suffered by the people and 
organisations accompanied by PBI.
It also provides an update on the situation of the civilian 
population in the middle of the armed conflict in Cacarica, 
Curbarado and Jiguamiando, the Peace Community of 
San Jose de Apartado, and the Humanitarian Space in 
Buenaventura.
Both are published in Spanish and English and are sent to 
the support network of people responsible for formulating 
policy on Colombia, the diplomatic corps, and others 
including former volunteers.

Contact with journalists and international 
media

Many journalists and press agencies contacted PBI 
Colombia because they are interested in the work of the 
people that PBI accompanies, and occasionally, also in the 
volunteers.
The Country Groups play an important role in this 
sense, because they are usually the first point of 
contact for international journalists who get in touch 
requesting information and then contact PBI Colombia’s 
communications team.
PBI Colombia’s role is certainly limited by its mandate 
about the kinds of statements it can make publicly. 

1.  Ccajar: Nuevas evidencias de seguimientos al Ccajar. 23 May 2011

PBI France: "It´s very important to 
continue with the work publishing

photos and videos, as well as updating the 
social networks and PBI

Colombia´s website, because it is very 
useful for the national groups".

Kolko: "In the PBI publications, the 
combination of data and the

accounts and analysis of the people PBI 
accompanies is very useful".

Ex-volunteer: "PBI Colombia´s 
communications have been growing
permanently, with text that´s easy to 

follow, encompassing lots of
context, agile and fresh communication, 

despite the fact that many times
the content is painful; and with the 

support of appropriate images.  My
sincere congratulations."

https://www.facebook.com/pbicolombia
https://www.instagram.com/pbicolombia/
https://mobile.twitter.com/PBIColombia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu_aw9s-qZtPhkr8UnRB1_g
http://www.colectivodeabogados.org/Nuevas-evidencias-de-seguimientos
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PSYCHOSOCIAL
Area

2015 was marked by expectations that signature 
of the peace agreement by the FARC and the 
Colombian Government is imminent, confirming 
PBI’s long held view of the need, after five 

decades of armed and social conflict, for an active, shared 
and compassionate reconstruction of the social fabric.
Thanks to PBI’s long experience of working in countries that 
have faced and “overcome” armed conflict (Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Nepal, Indonesia,…) it is aware of the difficulties 
that this kind of period of transition can mean particularly 
in terms of political and social violence.
That kind of experience has taught that scaling down acts 
of war between the government and a guerrilla group 
does not necessarily imply a reduction in the country’s 
violence, it might even cause it to rise, as has been the 
case in different countries who have made the transition 
from war to peace.
Generally, this “post-conflict” violence is qualified as 
“common delinquency” or “organised crime” depending 
on its dynamics and structure.  
Despite this theoretically apolitical character to the 
violence, attacks against human rights defenders, 
community leaders, indigenous peoples, those working 
to protect diversity and all people claiming their rights in 

general, are on the increase, but are diluted in supposed 
acts of “apolitical violence” in the post-conflict.
For all these reasons, PBI Colombia considers it essential 
to increase efforts to reposition PBI adequately in this new 
political and social reality.  
Reconstructing the social fabric is a process by which 
PBI seeks to provide organisations and communities, 
particularly those who have suffered the consequences of 
the different conflicts that besiege the country, with the 
tools that hopefully can be effective in terms of self-care, 
self-protection, psychosocial attention, institution-building 
and information security.
The Colombia Project has decided (taking into account the 
results of the 2014 external evaluation), that in its Strategic 
Plan 2015-2017, psychosocial support and reconstructing 
the social fabric are a priority and a fundamental tactic for 
building spaces for peace in Colombia.
The prioritisation of psychosocial work in 2015 was 
achieved through four fundamental aspects:

• Strengthening the psychosocial team in the 
Project with more human and financial resources.
• Constructing integral1 long-term support 
processes with organisations, communities, 
counterparts and other defenders. PBI bases its 

work on strengthening organisations through the 
collective building of autonomous mechanisms of 
protection.
• Participation, strengthening and making more 
dynamic the spaces of reflection and coordination 
with entities, funds, organisms and agencies 
who, like PBI, have decided to focus on building 
organisations and communities’ capacity and 
autonomy as a fundamental part of reconstructing 
the social fabric.
• Greater coordination and synergy with 
counterparts of the German Association for 
Cooperation and Development (Arbeitsgemeinschaft 
fur Entwicklungshilfe, Ageh) as part of the PBI-
AGEH German peace Civil Service (ZFD).

On this road travelled together, PBI has had the fortune 
and the privilege to exchange experiences, accompany 
and take part with:

• In Bogota: the Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ 
Collective (CCAJAR); the Colombian Commission 
of Jurists; Consejo de redaccion (CdR); Fundacion 
Pasos; Lawyers without borders Canada (ASFC).
• In the Southwest (Cauca, Valle del Cauca and 
Nariño): Inter-church Justice and Peace Commission 
(CIJP); Movement of Victims of State Crimes 
(MOVICE); Indigenous Regional Council of Cauca 
(CRIC); the Puente Nayero Humanitarian Space; the 
Santa Rosa de Guayacan Indigenous Reservation; 
the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights 
(CPDH); Melendez Cultural Centre; Tumaco Social 
Ministry (Pastoral Social); Buenaventura Social 
Ministry (Pastoral Social).
• Antioquia and Sucre: Association of Relatives of 
the Detained Disappeared (ASFADDES), Corporation 
for Judicial Liberty (CJL); Rios Vivos Movement; 
Sincelejo Social Ministry (Pastoral Social).
• Santander and North Santander: Foundation 
Committee in Solidarity with Political Prisoners 
(FCSPP).

On an individual level, emotional accompaniment was also 
provided in different parts of the country, and in coordination 
with the Psychosocial Accompaniment Centre (CAPs), 38 
defenders were attended after identifying the need for 
therapeutic treatment due to the impact of socio-political 
violence in the country.
Sincerest thanks for sharing their experiences, wisdom, 
worries, for all the trust placed, for sharing the day to day, 
opening hearts and letting PBI take part in being and doing.
PBI has also had the good fortune to share reflections, 
experiences and tools for working with organisations 
with some kind of role in rebuilding the social fabric. 
These include: AVRE Corporation; CAPs, the Colombian 
Psychosocial Collective (COPSICO), the Organisacion 
Pensamiento y Accion Social (PAS), the We are Defenders 
Programme, SWEFOR, Protection International, ANSUR 
and others who lent their support and guidance in the 
spirit of mutual capacity building.
PBI remains convinced that a fundamental part of its 
effectiveness depends on bringing to people the tools that 
they need in the different processes that PBI accompanies 
and will accompany in the future, to continue their work 

in an adequate working conditions, which include not just 
a safe space, but also other conditions needed to enable 
them to develop their professional and personal lives in a 
framework of respect for human rights.
PBI aspires for these experiences or processes to become 
organisational models that can be replicated in other 
regions, becoming multipliers themselves for rebuilding 
the social fabric in Colombia.

1. ntegral support by PBI’s Psychosocial Team addresses the needs of organisations and communities in relation to 
security, protection, emotional well-being and digital security
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Organisation Place Theme Men Women Total

FCSPP Bucaramanga Digital security 5 2 7

Santa Rosa Reservation Valle Cauca Psychosocial 10 15 25

Humanitarian Space Buenaventura Protection 9 3 12

ASF Bogota Protection 3 4 7

Ríos Vivos Antioquia Protection 41 11 52

CCAJAR Bogota Psychosocial 8 23 31

CPDH Cali Protection 13 6 19

Tumaco Social Ministry Nariño Protection 1 9 10

Sincelejo Social Ministry Sucre Protection 9 15 24

CRIC Popayan Digital security 5 2 7

CRIC Popayan Psychosocial 4 3 7

CRIC Popayan Protection 12 8 20

CRIC Popayan Protection 12 4 16

AGEH Cargagena Protection 15 15 30

PASOS Bogota Protection 8 4 12

Melendez Popular Center Cali Protection - 15 15

MOVICE Popayan Psychosocial - 11 11

CJL Medellín Psychosocial 4 7 11

CCJ Bogota Protection 9 14 23

CCJ Bogota Protection 9 14 23

ASOTRACAMPO Barranquilla Protección
Psychosocial

4 1 5

ASFADES Medellín Psychosocial 2 10 12

CCJ Bogota Protection 11 14 25

CCJ Bogota Protection 5 9 14

ASFADES Medellín Psychosocial 2 10 12

ASOTRACAMPO Barranquilla Protection 12 12 24

CCAJAR Bogota Psychosocial 11 18 29

Social Ministry Buenaventura Protection 5 5 10

Asotracampo Barranquilla Psychosocial 8 12 20

CCJ Bogota Psychosocial 4 3 7

CCJ Bogota Psychosocial 6 2 8

CCJ Bogota Psychosocial 6 2 8

CCJ Bogota Psychosocial 3 8 11

CCJ Bogota Psychosocial 1 2 3

CCJ Bogota Protection 5 2 7

CIJP Buenaventura Integral Protection - 14 14

CCAJAR Popayan Protection +
Digital security

10 12 22

Social Ministry Buenaventura Protection +
Digital security

4 9 13

Various Near Bogota Integral protection 
- Gender focus

- 16 16

Workshops CCAJAR Bogota Psychosocial 3 5 8

CCAJAR Bogota Psychosocial 13 3 16

Own agenda Bogota Protection 4 7 11

Own agenda Bogota Digital security 4 7 11

TOTAL 300 368 668
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HUMAN RESOURCES
and training 
international observers 

The Training and Human Resources Team’s 
objective is to provide PBI Colombia with a global 
team of accompaniment volunteers trained in 
the project’s procedures and principles, who 

are able to develop and fulfil their responsibilities, and 
accompany and protect the human rights defenders and 
their spaces of work.

In this sense, training and managing human resources 
is based on implementing and leading all phases of the 
training process for candidates, to best prepare them and 
select them according to the Project’s established criteria; 
this includes monitoring and advising volunteers during 
training and during their time with the Project, to ensure 
their wellbeing and follow the Project’s human resource 
procedures and policies. 
The 2015 selection process ran through its different 
phases in the year (receiving applications, interviews, self-
training), culminating in the Final Selection Workshop held 
in January 2016.  In total 20 people eventually took part in 
the workshop, of 10 different nationalities.  

During the week the following issues were worked on 
using participative and interactive methodology: history 
and analysis of current events in Colombia; mandate, 
principles and lines of PBI Colombia’s work; managing fear, 
stress, constructive conflict resolution; group dynamics 

and consensus; gender and diversity; and practical issues 
for arrival in Colombia. 
Of all the people who took part (7 men and 13 women), all 
were selected as new Project volunteers and will join at 
different times in 2016.
When the new volunteers arrive at the Project, they spend 
two weeks doing intensive training in Bogota, to get their 
bearings, learn about the areas of work and responsibilities, 
and familiarise themselves with the security protocols. 
When they arrive in the field teams they go through initial 
training to integrate them in the team and their new 
environment, get to know the zones where they work 
and the people and organisations they accompany, and 
broaden their analytic abilities for their dialogues with the 
authorities and their actions in the field.
During their time at the Project, all those at PBI Colombia 
take part in training workshops for continuous development 
with different focuses (current events, analysis, security 
and crisis, political debates, team wellbeing, emotional 
accompaniment, talks with defenders) to build and 
empower the Project’s internal capacity.  
These formative spaces are realised by members of 
the Field Teams and by external experts. There were 49 
training and continuous development workshops held 
globally in 2015.

Accompaniment volunteers in 2015 
selection process

2013 2014 2015

Applications Received 92 103 132

% Women 66% 65% 64%

Persons accepted to take part in Final Workshop (after the 
interview and the training manuals) 

16 22 27

% Women 63% 68% 70%

Accompaniment volunteers currently 
in PBI Colombia

2013 2014 2015

Total number of volunteers 16 21 24

% Women 56% 52% 62%

Number of volunteers extending their contract with the 
Field Teams

15 14 13
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In 2015, two former volunteers re-joined, several years 
after they had been in the teams, a fact which was 
enriching for the Project.
The prior experience they brought was valued, as was 
making the most of the previous training invested in them.
The next Training Workshop will be in October 2016.
Currently the Field Teams are made up of 24 volunteers 
(9 men and 15 women) with a plan to increase to 26 
beginning in March 2016.  
Of those volunteers, 18 are from European countries, two 
from Latin America and two from New Zealand.

Accompaniment volunteers currently
 in PBI Colombia

23

Holland 1

Italy 3

United Kingdom 1

Germany 3

Spain 6

Switzerland 1

Czech Republic 1

France 2

Mexico 1

Ecuador 1

Canada 1 

New Zealand 2

Team Themes/Activities Responsibility

Apartado (Uraba) Psychosocial support structures, team 
wellbeing, consensus, facilitation, managing 

communications, project tools, security, 
advocacy, analysis, discourse, emergency 

response, information systems.

Internal support teams, team 
coordinator, Project coordinator, 

advocacy coordinator, IT systems 
manager.

Managing fear, political violence, 
interpersonal communications, managing 
stress, burnout, managing personal and 
team wellbeing, psychosocial tools for 

accompaniment and intervention.

Psychologists (external to PBI). 
Psychosocial accompaniment and 

support organisation.

Current events analysis: Peace Community, 
Jiguamiando, Curbarado, Cacarica, Law 70, 

political debates.

Team members.

Barrancabermeja Team wellbeing, resolutions of conflicts, 
consensus, facilitation, project structure, 
advocacy, analysis, emergency response, 

security, information systems, psychosocial 
support structures and reconstructing social 

fabric.

Internal support teams, team 
coordinator, Project coordinator, 

advocacy coordinator, IT systems 
manager. Psychosocial team.

Managing fear, political violence, 
interpersonal communications, managing 
stress, burnout, managing personal and 
team wellbeing, psychosocial tools for 

accompaniment and intervention.

Psychologists (external to PBI). 
Psychosocial accompaniment and 

support organisation.

Current events, history of Barranca, ACVC 
workshop, political debates.

Team members. 
Support from external experts. 

Bogota and Support Team Current events analysis, managing 
consensus, team wellbeing, security, 

political violence, psychosocial tools, peace 
processes, political debates.

Internal (Support Team), External 
(psychologists) talks with Diego 

Martínez (CPDH) talks with various 
accompanied defenders (Jorge 

Molano, Danilo Rueda, 
Claudia Julieta Duque).

Continuous Development 2015
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FINANCIAL Report

Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a non-
governmental organisation recognised by 
the United Nations, which has maintained a 
permanent team of international observers and 

accompaniers in Colombia since 1994.  
As its main office is located outside Colombia and 100% 
of its income is from international sources, and there 
is no specific accounting norm governing this kind of 
organisation, PBI has applied the general accounting 
standards of non-profit organisations.
PBI Colombia’s accounting standards meet with the 
International Norms of Financial Information (NIIF) and 
with accounting principles that are generally accepted in 
Colombia. 
Its operations come within the provisions of Decree 2649 
of 1993, Decree 4400 of 2004, and Law 222 of 1995, 
which amends it.  The Project’s accounts were audited by 
the firm Abako’s S.A.

Difference in Exchange Rates
PBI Colombia’s financial statements are valued in Pesos 
(the currency used to register economic and financial 
operations and asset management) at the end of each 
accounting period, and are presented in Dollars (the 
currency used to register income and expenditure in the 

United States) and in Euros (for income and expenditure 
in the Eurozone).
Income and expenditure are accounted for in the currency 
in which they were made.  When income from the account 
“Donations to be received” are monetarised, and when 
accounts receivable are recorded  or advances are made 
in currencies other than the Peso and in different months, 
a “Difference in exchange rates” account is used.  These 
records are in the accounts of the results.
The figures and results presented below refer to the year 
2015 and reflect the financial situation of the PBI Colombia 
Project.
In this respect, the funds transferred from international 
agencies for developing activities inside Colombia are 
counted as income, and expenses attributable to the 
institutional mandate are counted as expenditure.  
There are at present no investments or accounts that 
generate interest which could be taken as income from a 
national source that  would generate taxable income. 
The organisation recognises expenses resulting from 
income generation, which are always regulated by the 
general budget.

End of Year Financial Statement
At the end of 2015, on 31 December, the accounts show 
an operating deficit of € 57,778. 
Total income was € 833,851 and expenditure reached 
€ 939,423, less Unrealised Utilities (€ 47,794).

*Valores expresados en Euros

Expenditure
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Current events in 2015 and their effects on 
fundraising
2015 was marked by an entrenchment of changes 
undergone in international cooperation.  The tendency 
amongst donor nations of moving towards more 
commercial investment models, and reducing funding 
for international aid and cooperation, became more 
pronounced as the year went by.  
PBI Colombia is aware of the impact these changes 
have on funding for its activities but, in spite of them, its 
commitment to human rights defenders remains firm and 
is reflected in the new Strategic Plan which will guide the 
Colombia Project from 2015 until 2017.
The country’s current situation is a factor which affects 
funding grants for human rights projects and organisations.  
The imminent signature of a Peace Accord between 
the Colombian Government and the FARC guerrillas, in 
addition the post-conflict discourse and the chanelling 
of funds towards monitoring the Accord, means that 
continuity in international cooperation, particularly that 
which is earmarked for human rights, cannot be assured.  
On the other hand, the current international panorama 
means that priority is being given to urgent humanitarian 
situations, reducing funding opportunities even further.

Despite being faced with an uncertain future in the medium 
term, Peace Brigade International’s Colombia Project is 
nevertheless able to maintain and even increase its levels 
of activity and respond to requests by communities, 
organisations and human rights defenders with a team of 
24 Field Volunteers on the ground.
During the 2015 Colombia Project Committee’s (CPC) 
annual meeting, the Project agreed measures to 
strengthen the Field Teams, with the aim of ensuring 
the sustainability of their activities, but also measures to 
guarantee the posibility of a short term withdrawal from 
Colombia if it becomes necessary.  
These results demonstrate, once again, that PBI Colombia 
is an organisation that is able to adapt to change, and 
they strenghthen PBI’s resolve to face the challenges that 
might emerge in 2016.

Source of the income
Within Peace Brigades International’s global movement, 
Country Groups are the allies without which PBI Colombia 
could not have continued to operate.  
In most cases the Country Groups were the applicants 
and PBI Colombia was their local partner, and therefore 
each Country Group appears next to the donor whose 
support they helped obtain.  
Without these outside funds, we could not have done our 
job of providing integral accompaniment, and for that we 
thank the following institutions and organisations who 
have supported PBI Colombia’s work and who continue to 
defend human rights.
(* List of PBI Colombia's funders, pg. 90)
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Peace Brigades International - Colombia Project
Income statement 1 January to 31 December 2015

COP EUR USD
OPERATIONAL INCOME 2,643,030,000 829,096 915,666

Income from Governments 1,358,574,000 413,562 454,574
Ziviler Friedensdienst (Zfd) - Civil Peace Service 571,055,000 172,334 187,588

Catalan Agency for Development Cooperation 
(ACCD)

166,635,000 60,079 65,858

Spanish Agency for International Development 
Cooperation (AECID)

40,951,000 12,500 13,291

Barcelona City Hall 15,688,000 4,333 4,702

San Sebastián City Hall 18,456,000 5,310 5,961

Pamplona City Hall 67,295,000 24,635 29,943

Norwegian Ministry Of Foreign Affairs - 15/11292, COL-
15/0007

329,474,000 90,869 99,870

Federal Department Foreign Affairs, (Fdfa) -15,783,000 -4,611 -5,019

Federation Vaudoise de Cooperation, (Fedevaco) 152,909,000 44,669 48,625

European Union 11,894,000 3,442 3,754

Income from Foundations, Trade Unions, Churches, etc. 1,281,671,000 414,636 460,097
Misereror 142,240,000 41,488 42,680

Brot Für Die Welt, (Bread for the world) 68,892,000 19,875 22,239

Canadian Auto Workers 17,351,000 4,793 5,200

Unifor Social Justice Fund 62,654,000 17,307 18,779

Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Foundation 5,853,000 1,617 1,754

Intermon Oxfam 213,088,000 69,786 79,119

Overbrook Foundation 7,129,000 2,650 3,000

Région Île-de-France 2014 67,306,000 18,687 20,277

Christian Aid - Impact 73,231,000 27,388 30,692

Christian Aid - Irish Aid 146,570,000 54,945 61,363

Interchurch Cooperative For Development Cooperation, 
(Icco) - Kerk in Actie, (KIA)

131,882,000 45,000 50,012

Mensen Met Een Missie 76,253,000 26,480 30,092

Christian Aid - ITL 21,265,000 6,493 6,903

Open Society Foundations 59,862,000 20,131 22,422

Sigrid Rausing Trust Fund 50,707,000 17,863 21,875

Ferster Foundation 135,731,000 39,651 43,163

Protestant Church St. Gallen Blatt 1,657,000 484 527

Contributions from PBI Country Groups 0 0 0

Private Donors 2,785,000 898 995
Donations through the website 1,520,000 549 616

PBI Canada 1,265,000 349 379

NON OPERATIONAL INCOME 14,463,000 4,755 5,281
Contributions by Participants in Training Meetings 14,144,000 4,650 5,165

Financial Returns 319,000 105 117

TOTAL INCOME 2,657,493,000 833,851 920,947
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Peace Brigades International - Colombia Project
Balance sheet as per 31 December 2015

COP EUR USD
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents

Petty cash 48,134,000 13,930 15,193

Banks in Colombia 1,417,201,000 410,134 447,333

Banks outside Colombia 1,187,951,000 343,789 374,971

2,653,286,000 767,853 837,497

Debtors and other accounts receivable

Internal transfers in process 79,202,000 22,921 25,000

Donations to be received 346,257,000 100,206 109,294

Reimbursements from medical insurance receivables 17,709,000 5,125 5,590

Advances to volunteers 960,000 278 303

Advances to employees 105,000 30 33

Accounts due from Projects 110,911,000 32,097 35,008

Accounts due from contractors 8,482,000 2,455 2,678

563,626,000 163,112 177,906

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 3,216,912,000 930,965 1,015,403

PROPERTY, FIXTURES AND EQUIPMENT
Furniture and equipment 4,263,000 1,234 1,346

Computing and communications equipment 63,014,000 18,236 19,890

Depreciation of property, fixtures and equipment -17,575,000 -5,086 -5,547

TOTAL PROPERTY FIXTURES AND EQUIPMENT 49,702,000 14,383 15,689

TOTAL ASSETS 3,266,614,000 945,348 1,031,092

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Trade accounts and other accounts payable

Uncleared cheques 15,817,000 4,577 4,992

Accounts payable to PBI International Secretariat 127,063,000 36,772 40,107

Accounts payable Medical Insurance Company 88,679,000 25,663 27,991

Travel and/or activity expenses 1,885,000 546 595

Other accounts payable 8,982,000 2,600 2,835

Social security Colombian personnel 4,416,000 1,278 1,394

Social security outside Colombia 4,202,000 1,216 1,326

Accounts payable to Projects 110,911,000 32,097 35,008

361,955,000 104,748 114,248

Provisions for Employee and Volunteer Benefits

Social contributions 12,302,000 3,560 3,883

Volunteer repatriation 101,052,000 29,245 31,897

113,354,000 32,805 35,780

Provisions and contingencies

Emergency situations 577,407,000 167,100 182,256

Institutional and global audits 27,366,000 7,920 8,638

604,773,000 175,020 190,894

Liabilities for current taxes

Taxes payable in Colombia 2,514,000 728 794

Taxes payable outside Colombia 3,205,000 927 1,011

5,719,000 1,655 1,805

Other non-financial liabilities

Restricted Funds 970,592,000 280,886 306,363

Income from training meetings 9,585,000 2,774 3,025

980,177,000 283,660 309,388

TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,065,978,000 597,888 652,117

EQUITY
Surplus yet to be executed from previous statements 1,400,286,000 484,516 588,318

Exchange rate differences on surplus from previous 
statements

0 -79,278  -146,325

Result this financial year -199,650,000 -57,778 -63,019

TOTAL EQUITY 1,200,636,000 347,460 378,975

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 3,266,614,000 945,348 1,031,092
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Peace Brigades International - Colombia Project
Income and Expenditure Statement from 1 January to 31 December 2015

COP EUR USD
INCOME
OPERATIONAL INCOME
Income from Goverments 1,358,574,000 413,562 454,574

Income from Foundations 1,281,671,000 414,636 460,097

Income from Country Groups 0 0 0

Private donors 2,785,000 898 995

TOTAL OPERATIONAL INCOME 2,643,030,000 829,096 915,666

NON-OPERATIONAL INCOME
Contributions from participants in training meetings 14,144,000 4,650 5,165

Financial returns 319,000 105 117

TOTAL NON-OPERATIONAL INCOME 14,463,000 4,755 5,281

TOTAL INCOME 2,657,493,332 833,851 920,948

EXPENSES
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
Salary and benefits to volunteers and staff

Colombian personnel 228,647,000 75,179 83,493

Specialist volunteers 442,789,000 145,588 161,689

Advocacy staff in US and EU 302,446,000 99,444 110,441

Field volunteers 49 492,992,000 162,095 180,021

1,446,874,000 482,306 535,644

Training of personnel and volunteers

Training meetings 35,065,000 11,529 12,804

Project annual retreat 24,414,000 8,027 8,915

Team workshops and mental health 22,202,000 7,300 8,107

81,681,000 26,856 29,827

Housing and food for volunteers

Houses/offices 181,070,000 59,535 66,120

Food, furniture and equipment 166,029,000 54,590 60,627

347,099,000 114,126 126,747

Running costs

Office costs (tel. IT equip, postage, etc) 118,920,000 39,101 43,425

Other operating costs 28,308,000 9,308 10,337

Reiumbursements for operational costs -8,514,000 -2,800 -3,109

138,714,000 45,609 50,653

Physical, communications and political 
accompaniment

Physcial accomp: materials, transport, perdiems 268.875.000 88,406 98,182

Comms accomp: publications, website, social media  156,088,000 51,321 56,997

Political accomp: workshops, advocacy tours 48,844,000 16,060 17,836

473,807,000 155,787 173,015

Project-level governance

Institutional audit 22,883,000 7,524 8,356

Legal and other advice 37,800,000 12,429 13,803

External evaluation 2,929,000 963 1,069

Project annual assembly 6,509,000 2,140 2,377

70,121,000 23,056 25,605

PBI International-level governance

Contributions to PBI Country Groups 10,867,000 3,573 3,968

PBI International auditing 22,574,000 7,422 8,243

PBI International Secretariat contributions 158,945,000 52,261 58,041

192,386,000 63,256 70,252

TOTAL  OPERATIONAL COSTS 2,770,682,000 910,995 1,011,742

NON-OPERATIONAL COSTS
Costs from previous statements 1,755,000 577 641

Exchange rate differences 84,706,000 27,851 30,931

TOTAL NON-OPERATIONAL COSTS 86,461,000 28,428 31,572

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,857,143,000 939,423 1,043,314
UNREALISED EXCHANGE RATE PROFITS -47,794 -59,348

STATEMENT RESULT -199,650,000 -57,778 -63,019
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PBI Colombia's
funders 

Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID)  I  Catalan Agency for Development 

Cooperation (ACCD)  I  Barcelona City Hall  I  San Sebastian - Donostia City Hall  I  Pamplona City Hall  I  Brot 

für die Welt - Bread  for the World I  Canadian Autoworkers Trade Union  I  Christian Aid & Irish Aid  I  Individual 

and anonymous donations  I  Fedevaco Canton de Vaud  I  Fundación Ferster  I  ICCO – Interchurch Organization 

for Development Cooperation I  Mensen met een Missie  I  German Ministry of Foreign Affairs  I  Norwegian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Col-14/0020  I  Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs  I  Misereor  I  Ontario Secondary 

School Teachers’ Foundation - International Assistance Programme  I  Open Society Foundations  I  Overbrook 

Foundation  I  Oxfam Intermón  I  Protestant Church St. Gallen – Tablat  I  Région Île de France  I  German Civil 

Peace Service  I  Sigrid Rausing Trust  I  European Union  I  Union for Canada  I  PBI Canada  I  PBI Catalonia  I  

PBI France  I  PBI Germany  I  PBI Italy  I  PBI Norway  I  PBI   Spain  I  PBI Switzerland  I  PBI UK  I  PBI USA
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Peace Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a 
nongovernmental organisation recognised by 

the United Nations, which has maintained a team of 
international observers/accompaniers in Colombia on an 
ongoing basis since 1994. PBI’s mission is to protect the 
working environment of human rights defenders, who face 
repression due to their nonviolent human rights activities.

PBI Colombia teams remain in the field, at the request 
of local organisations, accompanying persons and 
organisations under threat. This fieldwork is complemented 
by significant dialogue and advocacy with civilian and 
military authorities, as well as with NGOs, the Church, 
multilateral bodies, and the diplomatic corp, in order to 
promote human rights and disseminate information on the 
human rights situation in Colombia. 

If you believe PBI’s presence helps protect persons who 
carry out human rights work, you may do the following: 

www.pbicolombia.org

• Support us economically on a personal 
or institutional basis.

• Join the nearest PBI country group and 
support the international network from 
your place of residence.

• Apply to become a volunteer with one 
of the PBI projects.

PBI Colombia Project
Washington DC, USA
Tel. (+1) 2027474780 

repusa@pbicolombia.net 

PBI Delegation in Colombia
Bogota, Colombia

Tel. (+57) 12870403
coin@pbicolombia.net

PBI Colombia Project
European Union

Tel. (+34) 634256337
coordinacion.europa@

pbicolombia.net
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