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WHO ARE WE?

P

eace Brigades International (PBI) is a nongovernmental organization recognized by the
United Nations which has maintained a team of
international observers/accompaniers in Colombia
on an ongoing basis since 1994. PBI’s mission is to
protect the working environment of human rights
defenders, organizations and communities that
are threatened due to their nonviolent activities
and promotion of human rights and social justice.
PBI Colombia works exclusively at the behest
of local organizations and makes no attempt
whatsoever to undermine or replace local efforts
to defend human rights, but rather to support
them through:
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International presence, accompaniment and
monitoring.
• Dissemination of information
• Advocacy and outreach
• Workshops supporting the reconstruction of
the social fabric of communities
PBI Colombia’s mandate is firmly anchored
in the principles of non-partisanship and the
philosophy of nonviolence within the framework
of international human rights standards and strict
respect for Colombian law.

PBI Colombia’s
central areas of work
GENERAL OBJETIVE:
CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE THROUGH HUMAN RIGHTS IN COLOMBIA

1. Presence of international
observers and international
accompaniers as protection
in the face of threats
received by members of
human rights organisations
and accompanied
communities.
2. On-going dialogue
with civilian and military
authorities in Colombia,
the diplomatic corps in
Colombia, international
organisations, and different
authorities in Europe and
North America.
3. Regular production
and distribution of
informational material in
order to inform about the
current situation in the
country, the protection
needs of organisations and
communities.
4. Support for rebuilding
the social fabric through
workshops for human
rights and community
organisations in which PBI
provides tools for security
and emotional support.

3

Where PBI works

Cesar

Sucre

Bolívar

Apartadó

Antioquia

Norte de Santander
Barrancabermeja
Santander
Boyacá
Casanare

Chocó
Bogotá
Valle del Cauca
Cauca

Departments of Colombia
where we work
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PBI Offices

Editorial

I

n 2014, PBI Colombia Project
reached its 20th year of working
in the country, a significant date
that we celebrated with the
organisations we accompany and the
defenders that we have worked with
during our time in Colombia.
PBI’s presence in the country
continues to be needed, because the
reality of Colombia is alarming, for the
people we accompany and for those
who work in favour of human rights.
Whilst October did mark two years
since the formal start of dialogues
between the Colombian Government
and the guerrillas of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC),
in Havana (Cuba), PBI expressed
concern for the persistence of attacks
against human rights defenders,
whose authors are in great majority1
neo-paramilitary groups2; and for
the lack of effective measures to
dismantle those groups.
The situation of rural Colombia
and land rights leaders has
motivated countless interventions
by international organisms and has
also been one of the main subjects
of PBI Colombia’s advocacy and our
accompaniment work.
PBI Colombia also expressed
concern for the persistence of high
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levels of impunity for attacks against
human rights defenders, which is a
factor causing high levels of risk for
those who defend human rights.
At the same time, in 2014, PBI
participated in several spaces, forums
and conferences on the situation of
women human rights defenders.
For 2015, PBI Colombia Project
faces the task of accompanying human
rights defenders and increasing the
number of volunteers in the Bogota
team, in addition to those already in
Barrancabermeja and Apartado.
We will also continue to provide
international
accompaniment
to
develop
safe
work-spaces
for
individual
defenders
and
organisations, so that they can carry
out their work towards building a
true peace, without impunity, with
social justice and guarantees of nonrepetition.

1.United Nations, Carta abierta de titulares de mandatos de los Procedimientos Especiales del Consejo de Derechos Humanos de las
Naciones Unidas al Gobierno y a los representantes del Congreso
de la República de Colombia, 29 September 2014
2.We are Defenders Programme: Agresiones contra Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos en Colombia Julio - Septiembre
2014, October 2014

We accompanied during

1372 days

in

19 departments
of

Colombia and
we had

257

high visibility

rounds

We worked with

13 organisations
(*by agreement)

11 organisations

(*by flexible agreement)

2 human rights
defenders

6

We carried

out

17

protection

workshops
in

which

235

people participated

and held

277
advocacy

meetings in the
country and

187 internationally
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In focus
Threats against

leaders

land
restitution
of

claims,

human rights

violations
caused by

business interests
and concerns
over
of

high levels

impunity

were some of the

main issues

raised by PBI
in its
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advocacy

On April

13

we accompanied

CIJP during
the creation of

the

Humanitarian

Space in
Buenaventura
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Evaluating
our work

T

he last year was, for PBI
Colombia Project, a year of
consolidating the cut back
measures that were applied
in 2013. In spite of having less human
and economic resources, in 2014, we
carried out 1372 accompaniments to
people and organisations that defend
human rights, and we carried out 257
high-visibility office visits.
In the last trimester of 2014,
to respond to the great number of
accompaniment requests received
from within the departments covered
by the Bogota team, PBI Colombia
decided to increase the number of
field volunteers in the capital; the
team will be consolidated in the
course of 2015.
In Apartado and Barrancabermeja
we maintained between 6 and 8
volunteers throughout the year. The
Bogota support office strengthened
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certain areas with newly created
positions.
On an advocacy level, PBI had 277
meetings with national authorities
and 187 with international organisms,
both inside Colombia, and in the
United States and Europe.
PBI Colombia’s representatives
also maintained fluid contact with
Country Groups and PBI’s international
offices.
Inside Colombia, meeting with
the Colombian Government, security
forces, the diplomatic corps and
international organisms has enabled
us to express our concerns to them
for the increase in direct attacks
against human rights defenders, and
persistently high impunity levels, with
all the risks these entail.
The
accompaniments
PBI
Colombia carried out in 2014
included rural and urban areas, public

marches, strikes, legal proceedings,
exhumations and other settings
where human rights defenders do
their work.
We should highlight a historic
moment, on 13 April, where the
first Humanitarian Space in an urban
setting was born, in a south-western
city in Colombia.
We accompanied the Inter-Church
Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP)
in this initiative in the neighbourhood
of La Playita in Buenaventura (Cauca).
After that, we accompanied CIJP there
twice a month, in an urban context
where communities are resisting
the severe attacks and human rights
violations they have suffered in recent
years.
Also with CIJP, the organisation
with whom we have carried out the
most accompaniments, we have
been working in the Curbarado

and Jiguamiando river basins. We
emphasise that Enrique Cabezas
and Yomaira Mendoza, who are land
rights leaders in the basin, suffered
so many serious threats and were
followed to such an extent that they
had to leave the country. We activated
our emergency alert mechanism on
their behalf.
We expressed concern because in
spite of precautionary and provisional
measures from the Inter-American
System of human rights and several
decisions by the Constitutional Court
in favour of the San Jose de Apartado
Peace Community, threats and media
attacks against them have continued.
The field volunteers had an
important role in accompanying
detainees.
Human rights defender David
Ravelo Crespo has been in prison
since 2010, after a prosecution that
has been questioned by different
national and international instances,
who emphasise the lack of guarantees
of due process1 and of a fair trial.
PBI continued to do advocacy
in favour of clarifying the facts and
transparent judicial process.
On the other hand, in August 2014,
the Barrancabermeja team provided
accompaniment, through permanent
contact with the Committee for
Solidarity with Political Prisoners,
during the arbitrary detention and
incarceration of lawyer Rommel
Duran.
In terms of strengthening
the organisations’ security and
self-protection mechanisms, the
Psychosocial Area held workshops
in seven departments of Colombia,
reaching 235 people.
The
Communications
Area
published many products to inform
our support network about the
situation in the country and to share
concerns and information about the
situation lived by the organisations we
accompany.
The distribution channels we
manage include the application
Smugmug, which received the most
visits, for example, the photoblog
on the celebration of PBI Colombia
Projects 20th Anniversary received
over 180,000 visits.
Through the four axes of PBI’s
work in Colombia, the aim is not
just to provide protection through
physical accompaniment and political
advocacy, but also to generate
capacity for advocacy, self-protection,
11

IN MIDST OF THE CURRENT CONTEXT, THE INCREASE
IN ATTACKS AND THE PERSECUTION AGAINST HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS, INTERNATIONAL ACCOMPANIMENT
CONTINUES TO BE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE IN COLOMBIA
analysis and constructing support
networks amongst the organisations.
In midst of the current context, with
peace negotiations which have been
going on for two years, the increase
in attacks and the persecution against
human rights defenders, international
accompaniment continues to be of
great importance in Colombia.

1. UN Human Rights Council, Report of the special rapporteur on the Independence of magistrates and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, A/HRC/17/30/Add.1, May
2011 ;Ccajar: Un nuevo ataque contra David Ravelo Crespo: Fiscal 22
Antiterrorismo hace falsa denuncia, 24 December 2011;Organización
Mundial contra la Tortura: Colombia: Organizaciones Internacionales
expresan serias preocupaciones por las irregularidades en el proceso judicial que llevo a la condena de David Ravelo Crespo, defensor
de derechos humanos colombiano , 10 December 2012; Omct: Colombia: Organizaciones Internacionales expresan su preocupación
ante el tercer aniversario de la detención de David Ravelo Crespo,
prominente defensor colombiano de derechos humanos, 14 September 2013; Omct: En el Día de los Derechos Humanos, Organizaciones Internacionales deploran la condena en segunda instancia de
David Ravelo Crespo, 10 de diciembre de 2013; Protection International:
Organizaciones Internacionales solicitan atención a la continuación
del proceso en contra de David Ravelo Crespo, 10 de marzo de 2014.

Analysis of current events
and the human rights
situation in Colombia 2014

T

wo years after the start of
dialogues in Havana (Cuba),
the
negotiations
were
interrupted when General
Alzate was kidnapped by the FARC
guerrillas.1
The negotiations resumed after
he was released. Nonetheless, the
situation of human rights defenders
has not improved. In 2014, they
continued to suffer threats, attacks,
and assassinations.2
The representative of the Office
in Colombia of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCHR), Todd Howland,
affirmed that “the protection of
defenders’ rights is the responsibility
of all Colombian institutions, and is
fundamental to the peace process”
and added that although Colombia
12

has improved the prevention and
protection of defenders’ rights, the
measures taken by the Colombian
authorities to protect them have
demonstrated that they do not fully
work because the country is still
facing “too many attacks and threats”.
For
this
reason,
Howland
also called on the international
community to put in place a strategy
to collaborate with the Colombian
State to solve the problem and
work towards strengthening and
improving protection for human rights
defenders. 3
For her part, the European Union
(EU) ambassador to Colombia, Maria
Antonia Van Gool, highlighted that
defenders are a priority “because
without them there is no possibility of
creating a democratic society”.4

POLITICS
2014 was marked by the elections.
First were the legislative elections
on 9 March to elect members of
Congress, and in which Juan Manuel
Santos’ U Party obtained the highest
vote; in second place, came the party
of former president Alvaro Uribe of
the Centro Democrático-Mano Firme
Corazón Grande Party; and in third
place the Colombian Conservative
Party.5
Nevertheless, the elections were
marked by high abstention rates and
of the 32.7 million people registered
to vote, only 14.3 million voted
(43.58%); the number of blank votes
cast was also high, 10.38 % in the
Senate and 12.23% in the Chamber
of Representatives.6

In this electoral context, the attacks
against human rights defenders
increased in the first trimester7 and in
some cases the threats were directed
against defenders involved in the
election campaign.
In May and June the presidential
elections were held, with no candidate
obtaining an absolute majority in the
first round.
The two most popular were Oscar
Ivan Zuluaga (of former president
Alvaro Uribe’s party) and Juan Manuel
Santos, and both men had to negotiate
with the other parties in the second
round, which resulted in Juan Manuel
Santos’ re-election, with him winning
50.95% of the votes, five points more
than Zuluaga.
The Colombian media attributed
Santos’ victory to his stance in favour
of peace and the political alliances he
was able to make, for example with
some sectors of the Polo Democratico
Party, the candidate Clara Lopez8 and
the senator, Ivan Cepeda.9
WHO ARE BEHIND THE
ATTACKS AGAINST HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS?
According to the UNHCHR, “the
violence and social control by postdemobilisation groups and criminal
organisations continue to affect
a whole range of the population’s
human rights, and in particular those
of human rights defenders”. 10
According to the We are
Defenders Programme’s records,
those principally responsible for
attacks registered against defenders
in the first trimester of 2014 are: neoparamilitary groups in 74% of cases,
followed by unknown persons (22%),
the State security forces (2%), the
National Liberation Army guerrillas
(ELN) (2%) and the FARC guerrillas
(0.5%).11
Despite
that
Colombian
authorities continue to deny the
existence of neo-paramilitary groups,
which they classify as Criminal Bands
(Bacrim) at the service of common
delinquency and drug trafficking, in
its report of the Colombian human
rights situation, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) points out that: “the violence
results from the lack of an effective or
complete disarticulation of the armed
structures of paramilitary groups, and
continues to severely impact on the
rights of Colombia’s inhabitants”.
Furthermore, the IACHR “notes
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with concern that there are elements
of continuity with the old self-defence
groups”, with what the Government
calls “criminal bands (Bacrim)”.12
Human Rights Watch’s annual
report was that in spite of advances
in capturing neo-paramilitary leaders,
the Colombian authorities have not
counteracted the power of these
groups and ads that they continue
to maintain their power because
“public security force members
have tolerated and colluded with
paramilitary successor groups”.13
IMPUNITY
A problem constantly raised by
the defenders is the lack in advances
in investigations about attacks
committed against this collective.
According to the We are Defenders
Programme, there is 95% impunity
in the 219 assassinations committed
between January 2009 and June
2013,14 and not a single result in
investigations of threats made against
defenders; in other words, impunity is
at 100%.15
Such high levels of impunity are
the motor for new violations because
the lack of punishment transmits
the message that crimes can be
committed without there being any
consequences.16

Widening the application of
military justice
In a public letter signed on 29
September, twelve United Nations
Special Rapporteurs asked the
Colombian Government and Congress
to reconsider the possible adoption
of legislation that would restructure
and expand the jurisdiction of military
tribunals.
The
twelve
Rapporteurs
made clear that the “Bill No. 85
could seriously undermine the
independence and impartiality of the
judiciary” and would also “represent
a major setback in Colombia’s longstanding fight against impunity
for international human rights and
humanitarian law violations”.17
It should be mentioned that
two years ago, in a similar initiative,
eleven United Nations Rapporteurs
expressed the same concern for
a different legislative proposal to
reform the military justice system,18
which was subsequently declared
unconstitutional by the Constitutional
Court.
According to analysis by the
Colombia Europe United States
Coordination (CCEEU), article 98 of
the draft establishes exceptions to the
application of military justice in cases
of crimes against humanity, genocide,
forced disappearance, extrajudicial
executions, sexual violence, torture

and forced displacement.19
Nonetheless, as Human Rights
Watch warns, extrajudicial executions
and sexual violence are not defined in
the Criminal Code, which means that
those prosecuted for ‘false positive’
homicides (extrajudicial executions
committed by state actors, where
the victim is presented as killed in
combat) and sexual violence would
fall under the competence of military
justice. The same ambiguity still belies
crimes against humanity and attacks
against human rights defenders. 20
FORCED DISPLACEMENT
The Global Report on Forced
Displacement, published by the
Internal Displacement Monitoring
Centre (IDMC) and the Norwegian
Refugee Council (NRC), confirmed
that Colombia is the country with
the most displaced people in LatinAmerica and the second in the world
after Syria.21
According to the Consultancy
for Human Rights and Displacement
(CODHES), the number of victims
of forced displacement in 2013
in Colombia increased by at least
219,405 (142,000 according to the
Victims’ Unit).22
This means that, according to the
Colombian organisation, between
1985 and 2013 a total of 5,921,229
people were displaced from their
homes in Colombia.23
The internal armed conflict
continues to be the immediate cause
of displacement, as are business
interests in the territories where
extractive mining activities are
developed or planned, where largescale monocultures are grown, and
where public infrastructure works are
built. 24

At the end of December the UNP
General Director, Andrés Villamizar
announced his resignation26. The
news broke after the General
Comptroller warned of irregularities
within the UNP27.
Due to take his place is Diego
Mora, former manager of President
Santos’ regional political campaign
and of the campaign ‘Santos for
President 2010-2014’ in Northern
Santander28.
Whilst there is a need for physical
measures of protection, human rights
defenders insist that unless these
come hand in hand with ‘political’
measures, defending fundamental
rights will continue to be a high-risk
activity in Colombia. 29
THE CIVILIAN POPULATION IN
THE MIDST OF CONFLICT AND
THE RISE IN THE PRESENCE OF
NEO-PARAMILITARY GROUPS
The San Jose de Apartado
Peace Community has continued to
denounce the presence of legal and
illegal armed actors on its lands, and
even combat between the different
actors.
In fact, the Community warned
that in October there was fighting
between the FARC and a neoparamilitary group near the village
of Nuevo Antioquia, and aerial
bombardments were launched the
next day near la Resbalosita hamlet. 30
The Community also continues
to report the security problems
generated for it by having a military
base and police barracks inside San
Jose de Apartado village, because
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STIGMATISATION, MEDIA
ATTACKS AND DEFAMATORY
STATEMENTS AGAINST HUMAN
RIGTHS DEFENDERS AND
SOCIAL PROTEST
Many defenders consider that
public recognition of their work by the
Colombian president and high-ranking
government officials is the first step
for adopting political protection
measures.
In this sense, they value that
the media attacks and stigmatisation
by the Government and other State
entities have a negative impact on
public opinion and increase the risks
for those whom they target. 35
For this reason, they emphasise
the
importance
of
enforcing
Colombian directives which prohibit
such defamatory statements36 and
how, if measures are not taken
against State officials who fail to
respect them, incentives to abide by
them are few. 37
Colombian organisations consider
that in general, on a national level
the visibility and legitimacy of the
defenders’ work has been raised,
but at a regional level, the reality is
different. 38
Also in 2014, family farmer and
indigenous groups began a new
agrarian strike, and as in 2013,
Colombian civil society reported
various public smears being made
against the demonstrators even
by high-level Government officials,
such as the defence minister Juan

Women human rights defenders

RESPONSE BY THE
COLOMBIAN STATE
Despite the constant increase in
numbers of attacks against human
rights defenders, the Ministry of
Interior announced that because of
budget constraints, it would cut back
protection measures.
And although it affirmed that
victims’ representatives would not
suffer from the cut-backs, different
NGOs and human rights defenders,
including lawyer Jorge Molano,
(accompanied by PBI) reported that
the National Protection Unit (UNP)
had started a process of gradually
dismantling the measures. 25

of the frequent fighting between the
guerrillas and the army. 31

A

nother of the most attacked sectors continues to be women
defenders. According to data from We are Defenders Programme,
between January and September 2014, 92 women defenders suffered
some kind of attack in Colombia, whilst during the same period in 2013,
there were 60 attacks recorded. 32
A new report by the Women Human Rights Defenders Coalition
highlights the high number of threats and incidents of sexual violence
against women33 and the Colombian Constitutional Court has recognised
that “displaced women who become the leaders of displaced
organisations, human rights promoters or take on social and community
leadership roles are exposing themselves to multiple threats, pressures
and risks from illegal armed groups, that many times lead to their
assassination”. 34

Carlos Pinzon. 39 They also denounced
strong repression by security forces,
defamatory
attacks,
intimidating
identity checks (empadronamientos)
and illegal retentions. 40
PBI highlights the media attacks
that took place in 2014, which targeted
the San Jose de Apartado Peace
Community and were launched by the
Army’s 17th Brigade and 11th Mobile
Brigade; in them the Community’s
credibility was called into doubt41
and its members were invited to
demobilise.42
In the same way, media outlets
such as ‘Direct Witness’ (aired on
Caracol International channel) made
strong allusions to a supposed
relationship between the Peace
Community and the FARC,43 which
resulted in the Community’s risk
increasing.
In contrast with the lack of
progress in investigations into attacks
against human rights defenders, they
affirm that many judicial instances
are acting against defenders, who
continue to be targeted for unfounded
prosecutions, often accused of
rebellion and on weak and “often nonexistent” legal grounds.44
The United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights defenders recommended that
States “ensure that defenders can
conduct their work in a conducive
legal, institutional and administrative
framework. In this vein, refrain from
criminalizing defenders’ peaceful
and legitimate activities, abolish
all administrative and legislative
provisions that restrict the rights of
defenders, and ensure that domestic
legislation respects basic principles
relating to international human rights
law and standards”.45
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Protective
Accompaniment
offered to organizations and
communities that promote
human rights in Colombia
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Bogota and South West

D

uring 2014, the PBI team
in Bogota worked in
Cundinamarca department,
and the south-west of the
country, accompanying the following
organisations.
COMMITTEE IN SOLIDARITY
WITH POLITICAL PRISIONERS
(FCSPP)
The Committee in Solidarity with
Political Prisoners has been carrying
out human rights promotion and
education for 40 years in different
regions of Colombia in order to face
different kinds of persecution founded
on political motives.
The organisation seeks respect
and guarantees for the rights of
persons deprived of liberty for political
motives.
It aims to improve conditions in
places of detention and mechanisms
for protecting persons deprived of
liberty.
It contributes with its work
of investigating and obtaining
17

punishment for those responsible for
human rights violations, and seeking
reparations for victims.1
It has offices in different cities
and works in different regions of the
country, which are set out below.
Its
active
participation
as
spokesperson
in
the
National
Guarantees Working Group should
also be taken into consideration,
which led to Jose Humberto Torres (of
the board of directors) to being one of
the targets of the ‘Black Eagles’ in the
mass threat sent on 22 October.2
In terms of work in the regions,
FCSPP also takes on a high risk
when it travels to Casanare for cases
against members of the security
forces for ‘false positive’ killings and
against corporations for human rights
violations for economic interests.
On the other hand, the Valle del
Cauca team has also been the object
of threats by the ‘Urabeños’, who on
5 October threatened Walter Martinez
via text message to his cell phone,
naming him and other human rights

defenders, threatening them with
death and telling them that they had
24 hours to leave the city.3
The Bucaramanga and Medellin
offices are accompanied by the
Barrancabermeja team.
INTER-CHURCH JUSTICE AND
PEACE COMMISSION (CIJP)
Bogota
During 2014, several members of
the Inter-Church Justice and Peace
Commission received threats, they
were followed and photographed in
Bogota where they carry out their
work, and even at their family homes.4
The CIJP members who received
the most threats are part of the
coordination team: Father Alberto
Franco, Abilio Peña and Danilo Rueda.
Because of the work the
Commission does, it has been the
subject of several defamatory attacks
in the media.
Danilo Rueda represents victims
in the Case of the Afro-descendant
Communities Displaced from the

Cacarica River Basin (Operation
Genesis) at the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights.
On 28 December 2013, the Court’s
judgment was published holding
the Colombian State responsible for
forced displacement. Rueda is also
part of the Movement of Colombians
for Peace.
This work has notably increased
his risk, to which he is already exposed
as a director of CIJP.
In April 2014, individual provisional
measures of protection were sought
for him from the Inter-American Court
after a wave of threats,5 and they
were granted immediately on 2 May.6
Another important case in which
the Commission represented victims,
is the Palace of Justice case, whose
judgment was emitted by the InterAmerican Court in November 2014.7
Buenaventura
Throughout
2014,
various
international organisations raised
alarms about the grave situation
of violence and human rights
violations taking place in the port of
Buenaventura, which is located in the
south-west of the country.
In addition to the city’s dire
socio-economic conditions, in their
reports, organisations like Human
Rights Watch document high levels
of violence.8 Practices include
displacement,
disappearances,
torture and dismemberment, in most
cases at the hands of illegal armed
groups.
On 13 April 2014, the historic street
Calle de los Nayeros, situated in the
La Playita neighbourhood of Bajamar
(Commune 4), was constituted as the

Puente Nayero Humanitarian Space,
beginning a new process which
attempts to build a space that is free
from armed actors in a completely
urban context.
As CIJP explains, this the first
experience of a Humanitarian Space
within an urban context, inspired by
the Humanitarian Zones that were put
in place in the areas of Cacarica and
Curbarado in the Uraba region.
These Zones are a community
initiative to enable people to remain
on the land and resist the assault by
the conflict’s dynamics.
To achieve this objective, the
members delimit and clearly mark the
area where they live and prohibit the
entrance of illegal and legal armed
actors.
These Zones are based on the
principle of distinction between
civilians
and
combatants
in
international humanitarian law9 and
are a tool for protecting the civilian
population living in the midst of armed
conflict.
They also have a basis in Article 22
of the Colombian Constitution which
stipulates that “peace is a right”.
The Inter-American Court of
Human Rights has supported the
creation of Humanitarian Zones in
rural Uraba in Choco department
as a “positive mechanism for the
protection of the civilian population in
the face of action by different armed
groups in the area”. 10
The
inauguration
of
the
Humanitarian Space raised the
organisation’s profile and the profiles
of people who took part in a process
in the midst of armed urban conflict
between different armed groups.

During their accompaniment of
the Space, various CIJP permanent
field staff and community leaders
were threatened with death.11
It should be emphasised that after
several complaints about the threats
against CIJP, various members of
illegal armed groups were arrested.12
REGIONAL CORPORATION
FOR THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN
RIGHTS (CREDHOS)
David Ravelo Crespo
During 2014, PBI continued to
accompany the legal proceedings
against David Ravelo Crespo, who has
been detained since 14 September
2010 in a questionable judicial process.
After the sentence by the
Bucaramanga (Santander) Superior
Tribunal was upheld, on 11 February
2014, the grounds for appeal against
this decision were lodged with the
Court as part of the proceedings.13
Multiple national and international
organisations
have
continuously
denounced a series of irregularities,
such as the presence of the prosecutor
in the case, William Pacheco, who
was put in charge of the investigation
despite having been barred in 1993
from exercising any kind of public
functions, when he was linked to
the 1991 enforced disappearance of
Guillermo Hurtado Parra in Armenia,
(Quindio).14
The case against David Ravelo
is principally based on declarations
by two demobilised paramilitaries,
who were condemned for grave
crimes committed in the city of
Barrancabermeja, based on evidence
given by David Ravelo himself.15
In the third quarter of 2014,

The Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective (CCAJAR)

T

he Jose Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective’s security situation continues to be delicate, due to the invitation
they received from the peace negotiators to present proposals for the organisation’s participation in the
peace process with suggestions for transitional justice, and the advance in legal proceedings such as the 10
December 2014 conviction of General Arias Cabrales in the Palace of Justice case; the advances in the case of
the massacre of 16 May 1998 in Barrancabermeja; and the hearings in the case against the former director of the
Administrative Security Department (DAS) between 2002 and 2005, amongst others.
For this reason, PBI continues to make weekly visits to CCAJAR’s offices to keep the international
accompaniment visible, and has periodic meetings and accompaniments for cases where they believe they are
at most risk or need to have a high profile.
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the Public Prosecutor’s Office
brought charges against one of the
demobilised paramilitaries, Mario
Jaimes Mejia, alias ‘el Panadero’ (‘the
Baker’), for false testimony after he
stated that former Congressman
Aristides Andrade was one of the
authors of the homicide for which
David Ravelo has been convicted.
In the charges against Jaimes,
the Public Prosecutor’s Office cites
a number of declarations that, in
its opinion, call into question the
statements made by the former
paramilitary chief to the judicial
authorities.
It also highlights the “numerous
contradictions
in
the
different
statements
that
you
[Jaimes]
made to the judiciary, which, when
contrasted with those received by
other declarants and with the material
evidence” would be enough to
process him for false testimony.16
In October 2014, a letter was
presented
to
the
Honourable
Magistrates17 in which concerns were
shown over irregularities in the legal
process.
On that basis, it asks the Court
to take into account these concerns
and for the Honourable Chamber to
admit and examine the extraordinary
19

appeal lodged by David Ravelo’s
defence, to thereby ensure a fair and
impartial process which upholds the
guarantees denied until now.
Nevertheless,
Magistrates
Fernando Alberto Castro Caballero,
Jose Luis Barcelo Camacho, Jose
Leonidas Bustos Martinez and Maria
Del Rosario Gonzalez Muñoz lodged
a request to withdraw from deciding
in the case, which was accepted on
28 October 2014, through Radicacion
No.43424, approved through Act
No.36018 of the Supreme Court of
Justice’s Criminal Appeals Chamber.
CLAUDIA JULIETA DUQUE
As the case against high-level
officials of the Department of
Administrative Security (DAS) for
the psychological torture of Claudia
Julieta Duque progress, so her risk
increases.
The biggest advances in the case
took place in the last quarter of 2014.
José Miguel Narvaez, former director
of the DAS; Giancarlo Auque Silvestre,
former DAS intelligence director;
Carlos Alberto Arzayus, former DAS
sub-director of intelligence; and
Enrique Alberto Ariza, former DAS
sub-director of counter-intelligence,
were accused, on 3 October 2014,

of aggravated torture against the
journalist.
A red notice was ordered to be
expedited against Enrique Ariza, who
is in the United States.19
The investigation showed that
during what was known as Operation
Transmilenio, the journalist was
declared a high value target for which
she was followed and put under
surveillance, harassed and threatened
by DAS officials.
The four accused developed
and directed these actions so that
officials ascribed to the G3 Special
Intelligence Group would carry out
these operations against Duque. In
the same case, the Attorney General’s
Office determined that the case
would be remitted to the Chamber
of
Representatives’
Accusation
Committee, as the forum for judging
Alvaro Uribe Velez in his actions whilst
he was President of the Republic, and
for there to be an investigation into the
alleged responsibility of the former
president in Duque’s psychological
torture.20
On 24 November 2014 Ronal
Harbey Rivera Rodriguez was
captured as the alleged co-author
of the crime of aggravated torture,
to which Claudia Julieta Duque was

victim between 2003 and 2004.
During those events, he was an
official in the G3 Special Intelligence
Group of the former DAS. 21
On 18 December 2014, Specialist
Court 11 sentenced former DAS subdirector of operations, Hugo Daney
Ortiz, to 132 months in prison for
psychological torture and for following
the journalist, her daughter who was
a minor, and several members of her
family, in events that took place in
2005.
The decision was later revised and
the conviction reduced because the
defendant accepted his responsibility
in charges of aggravated psychological
torture brought by the Attorney
General’s Office.22
ASSOCIATION FOR SOCIAL
INVESTIGATION AND
RESEARCH (NOMADESC)
NOMADESC is a human rights
organisation
that
advises
and
accompanies social, trade union,
civic, women’s, indigenous, Afrodescendant and family farming
organisations. It brings cases relating
mainly to land issues, particularly
in: Zaragoza, La Toma and Sociedad
Porturaria in Buenaventura, (Plan
Maestro 2050).
In terms of its 2014 work, there
were two main causes of action:
• Education:
the
Peoples’
Inter-Cultural University (UIP)
in which indigenous peoples,
family farmers, Afro-descendant,
and urban civil society groups
take part. These are introductory
session days held on a monthly
basis which do specific workshops

CLAUDIA JULIETA DUQUE: AS THE PROSECUTION OF HIGH
LEVEL DAS OFFICIALS FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL TORTURE
AGAINST HER ADVANCES, SO DOES HER RISK
on human rights, women and
victims.
• Research: the focus in
on cases that respond to the
structural causes of the conflict,
in this instance, large-scale
projects. Some of the cases have
been under their observation for
15 years.
On an international level, it works
with the International Investigation
Centre in London on strategy
development.
JORGE ELICIER MOLANO
RODRÍGUEZ
Lawyer
Jorge
Molano
is
representing some of the country’s
most emblematic cases: the Palace
of Justice disappearances, the Peace
Community of San Jose de Apartado
massacre and various extrajudicial
execution cases, amongst others.
Since January 2013, the National
Protection Unit (UNP) defined his risk
as extraordinarily high.
Faced
with
the
lack
of
implementation
of
protection
measures and after a number of
grave security incidents, in May 2014,
Molano and his colleagues from
Sembrar Corporation temporarily
suspended their legal work.23
The UNP later granted physical
protection measures, but on 22
September, Jorge Molano was obliged
to give back the armoured car through

lack of fuel (the UNP’s responsibility),
and the refusal to facilitate protection
measures in the cities he needs to
travel to for court hearings.
FATHER JAVIER GIRALDO
PBI accompanied Father Javier
Giraldo on just one trip to Guaviare
for an exhumation, and on other
occasions coincided with him
when he was accompanying the
Peace Community, which is directly
accompanied by PBI.
Father Javier Giraldo was also
the objective of mediatised smears,
many of them after the death of
Adan Quinto24 and also by Colonel
German Rojas, commander of the
17th Brigade.25
SISTER MARITZE TRIGOS
Since June 2014, PBI is
accompanying Sister Maritze, at the
petition of Father Javier Giraldo, in the
context of the Trujillo case.
The Sister is long-standing human
rights defender in Colombia. In 1988,
together with Father Giraldo, she
founded the Intercongregational
Justice and Peace Commission.
At
first
she
worked
in
Barrancabermeja, San Jose de
Apartado and Cacarica.
In 1998 she was transferred to
Trujillo (Valle) after other defenders
including Father Giraldo were forced
to leave the area because of threats.
There began her political work with

Social Corporation for Community Advisory and Training Services, (COS-PACC)

T

he risk affecting the Social Corporation for Community Advisory and Training Services is considerable, and

suring 2014 it was obliged to move offices three times because of security concerns.

Despite this, its members do not have protection measures from the National Protection Unit (UNP), nor from
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), which makes the security of its members and of its
offices very vulnerable.
PBI accompanies COS-PACC mainly in Casanare, where it accompanies victims and communities who
are resisting human rights violations by the extractive industries and their consequent impact. For example, in
2014 COS-PACC organised a public hearing on human rights with participation by members of the Senate and
Congress. It also provides legal advice in extrajudicial execution cases.
PBI accompanies COS-PACC on occasional visits to the emblematic process in La Aurora, a rural area in
Libano municipality in Northern Tolima.
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the Trujillo Victims’ Association
(AFAVIT).
Since then she has been
fundamentally dedicated to political
work in the area, visiting the
population each month.In 2014 she
devoted herself to working in Trujillo,
together with AFAVIT, where they
organised a Pilgrimage in May, as
well as several remembrance acts
around the country, symposiums on
liberation theology and conferences
on liberating philosophy and women
in peace.
In addition, her multiple projects
she has received international funding
from governments in Asturias (Spain),
the United States and Holland.
The last member of AFAVIT to be
assassinated was killed on 7 February
2013.26
Since
January
last
year
they received various worrying
threats, which led to the need for
accompaniment.
Both members of AFAVIT and
Sister Maritze were the objective of
threatening telephone calls, graffiti
in the Trujillo Park of Memory and
pamphlets. Also, throughout 2014,
Trujillo saw several members of its
civilian population killed in targeted
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assassinations.27
NYDIA ERIKA BAUTISTA
FOUNDATION
In September Yanette Bautista
participated in the second group of
victims that travelled to Havana. Later,
on 17 September, during a debate
on ‘para-politics’ (links between
politicians and paramilitary groups),
Alvaro Uribe accused her of being a
“guerrilla member, not demobilised
from the ELN”.
This
unfounded
accusation
adds to the mass threat received
on 9 September in which the ‘Black
Eagles’ sent an email threatening
to kill Yanette Bautista and other 89
human rights defenders.28
Because of the threats, and for
what happened in Congress and was
reported to the IACHR, precautionary
measures of protection were granted
by the IACHR.29
NATIONAL MOVEMENT OF
VICTIMS OF STATE CRIMES
(MOVICE)
During the year, PBI accompanied
the Bogota and Sucre Chapters of
MOVICE.

The Bogota Chapter reported that
in 2014 its members were on several
occasions followed and harassed
during public events by unknown
persons and by the authorities.
The office is also highly vulnerable,
especially due to the threats faced by
several members of the work teams.30
For these reasons they have
requested measures of protection
from the UNP who recognised the
risks and approved the measures,
albeit they have yet to be implemented.
FAMILIARES COLOMBIA
Jose Daniel Alvarez of Familiares
Colombia has been accompanied by
PBI as an individual since 2005, and
was previously accompanied as a
member of ASFADDES.
Amongst other themes, the group
works on enforced disappearances
and is present at the handover of
victims’ remains to family members.
For the coming year the fundraising
forecasts are bad, and are one of the
organisation’s main concerns.
This last semester it focused on
work in La Dorada (Caldas), Casanare
and Tolima. These are the areas where
Jose Daniel Alvarez presents the

most risk, for working with victims
and raising awareness of cases of
enforced disappearance.
HUMANIDAD VIGENTE
The organisation accompanies
communities
and
grassroots
organisations in self-managing their
goals, defending their lands, and
promoting human rights from an
integral and differential focus, with
special emphasis on the rights of
women, girls, boys, adolescents and
the fight against impunity.
During the year, the most
important event was the killings of
the children in Tame,31 in which the
judge found against Sub-lieutenant
Raul Muñoz who was sentenced to
60 years in prison.
The case has been closed and
other actions started against other
members of the military who are
allegedly responsible for the events
through omission. This supposes an
increase in the risks faced by Olga
Silva and the other members of
Humanidad Vigente.
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THE BOGOTA CHAPTER REPORTED THAT IN 2014 ITS
MEMBERS WERE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS FOLLOWED AND
HARASSED DURING PUBLIC EVENTS
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Barrancabermeja

O

ver the last year, the
Barrancabermeja
team
accompanied
lawyers,
family farmers, victims and
organisations that provide advice and
training, and defend human rights in
Colombia.
PBI carried out protection work
in the regions of Magdalena Medio,
Santander, North Santander and
Antioquia.
We accompanied their journeys
through complex rural areas, to
legal hearings, marches, strikes and
events held by the Colombian social
movement for peace and social
justice. This protection work was
made possible by the dedicated work
of the seventeen volunteers of eleven
different nationalities who passed
through the team this year.
THE FAMILY FARMER
ASSOCIATION OF THE
CIMITARRA RIVER VALLEY
(ACVC)
The Family Farmer Association of
the Cimitarra River Valley (ACVC) is an
organisation of family farmers.
24

The main axis of their work is to
obtain legal standing for the Family
Farmer Reservation Zones (Zonas de
Reserva Campesinas – ZRC), mainly
in the Cimitarra River Valley where
they put their proposals into action
and carry out their life’s work.
Currently various people affiliated
with the ACVC have been stigmatised,
targeted by unfounded accusations
and threatened. 1 2
PBI
accompanied
them
throughout 2014 and provided them
with protection in different parts
of the country during emblematic
events such as the Agrarian Summit
in March, meetings and workshops
with displaced communities, and
remembrance meetings.
PBI has cordial, almost daily
contact with the ACVC members, both
in Barrancabermeja where they have
their main office and in other regions
where PBI accompanied them.
In
2014,
the
organisation
strengthened its structure of regional
coordinators, and increased its profile.
Its posture in favour of peace before
and during an eventual post-conflict

situation will possibly require more
intensive support and accompaniment
by PBI during 2015.
JUDICIAL FREEDOM
CORPORATION (CJL)
The Judicial Freedom Corporation
was founded in Medellin in 1993 by
a group of lawyers who dedicated
themselves to demonstrating the
State’s responsibility for human rights
violations, and who provide legal
representation to victims of crimes
against humanity.
During 2014, it continued to
give assistance and training to
communities and social organisations,
for their empowerment and to
demand civil rights and guarantees.
CJL also continues to implement
a legal strategy that exposes the
liability of senior military officials in
cases of extrajudicial executions, and
bring cases before the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights.3
CJL remains active in participating
in different forums for integrating and
coordinating their work with social
organisations, especially in the city of

Medellin.
CJL accompanied land rights
organisations affected by largescale projects, including dams and
mining, such as Rios Vivos and the
Corporation for Peace and Social
Development (CORPADES), who
were the target of strong threats.4
Due to this work in defence
of the victims of human rights
violations, CJL has been the object
of threats.
REGIONAL CORPORATION
FOR THE DEFENCE OF
HUMAN RIGHTS (CREDHOS)
CREDHOS
is
a
human
rights defence organisation that
denounces human rights violations
suffered by the civilian population,
advises victims, and works with
community based organisational
processes to enable them to claim
their rights, and to provide training
on human rights and international
humanitarian law.
Its area of work is centred in the
region around Barrancabermeja and
other municipalities in Magdalena
Medio.
During 2014, it continued to
work intensively on the effective
construction of actions and measures
to bring down numbers of violations
of the local population’s human rights.
Its work has fundamentally
focused on four areas: armed actors,
large-scale projects, land restitution
and electoral dynamics.5
For this task, CREDHOS’ line
of work has continued in spite of
members of its Board of Directors
receiving threats and being followed

and put under surveillance because of
claims they are bringing against neoparamilitaries.
They
have
worked
with
communities in agricultural regions
like Yondo, Cantagallo or Puerto
Wilches, but also in Barrancabermeja,
mainly through community work,
human
rights
workshops
and
psychosocial work. Members of the
organisation commented that during
2014, more than five hundred people
passed through their offices seeking
advice.
The changes anticipated to result
from new legislation in 2015, would
convert CREDHOS into a victims’
organisation.

This panorama is developing from
the dialogues in Havana, which, in so
far as settlements are reached, will
again affect the organisation’s agenda.
COMMITEE IN SOLIDARITY
WITH POLITICAL PRISONERS
(BARRANCABERMEJA AND
MEDELLIN)
For forty years the Committee
in Solidarity with Political Prisoners
has been undertaking human rights
promotion and education in different
regions of Colombia, to deal with
different kinds of political persecution.
The organisation seeks respect
and guarantees for the rights of
people deprived of liberty for political

Emblematic accompaniment to three organisations during the National Agrarian, Family Farmer,
Ethnic and Popular Summit, (March 2014)

T

his process resulted from the agrarian strikes and social mobilisations of 2013, and brings together different
civil society groups who unite in order to negotiate national agrarian policy which they feel excluded from.
Three PBI teams were on the ground accompanying organisations which were themselves accompanying several
delegations from the civil society and family farmer movements from three regions in the country to Bogota,
where they took part in the Summit’s closing march, alongside thousands of people showing support for the
agreements established some days earlier.
PBI accompanied CCALCP to pre-Summit events in North Santander in Ocaña, a regional setting for the
preparation of the Agrarian Summit; the ACVC, which was coordinating the caravan of buses leaving from NorthEastern Antioquia; and CREDHOS which was accompanying a family farmers’ delegation from Magdalena Medio
region.
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reasons.
It works to improve conditions in
places of detention and protection
mechanisms for persons deprived of
liberty.
It also works to investigate
and obtain punishment for those
responsible
for
human
rights
violations and seeks reparation for
victims. 6 From Barrancabermeja PBI
accompanies the FCSPP teams in
Bucaramanga and Medellin.
This year, PBI accompanied the
FCSPP to several court hearings
in Bucaramanga and Valledupar,
highlighting the many cases it
handles in which those implicated in
extrajudicial executions are members
of State security forces.
PBI also accompanied it to
workshops, training, meetings, and
cultural events in Catatumbo (North
Santander) and Cesar department.
FCSPP’s members have been
threatened and followed in both
Bucaramanga and Medellin, when
travelling for work.7
In August 2014 Rommel Duran,
a FCSPP lawyer accompanied by PBI,
was arbitrarily detained and subjected
to ill-treatment during the 20 hours he
was held by the SIJIN Police.8
PBI maintained constant contact
with Rommel Duran and his colleagues
during the incident to provide him
protection and psychosocial support,
and preserve his safety.
LUIS CARLOS PEREZ LAWYERS’
CORPORATION (CCALP)
The Luis Carlos Perez Lawyers’
Corporation (CCALCP), founded in
2001, is an organisation whose social
purpose is to make the law accessible
to the most vulnerable communities,
social groups and sectors of the
population, in such a way that the law
is put to the service of the community,
social, political and cultural realities
that they live in.

The organisation’s objectives are
essentially to contribute to social
transformation in order for there to
be justice, equality and social equity,
and to promote, defend and protect
human rights and the rights of
peoples.
This
year
PBI
maintained
good contact with CCALCP. PBI
accompanied the organisation during
large family farmer mobilisations
and legal hearings in Cucuta,
commemorative events in Ocaña and
the humanitarian refuge in Mesitas,
(Harcari).
All of these municipalities
are in North Santander. PBI also
accompanied CCALCP in its visits
to communities to gather evidence
on extrajudicial execution cases in
Caucasia (Antioquia department),
and to administrative processes in
the La Jagua de Ibirico town hall
(Cesar department), finally, the
team accompanied CCALCP several
times in southern Bolivar, where it is
providing integral accompaniment to
the Mina Walker community, whose
inhabitants are being stigmatised for
so-called “informal mining”. 9
CCALCP’s lawyers continue to
have large workloads. In August
2014, CCALCP was recognised by
International Caravana of Jurists for its
commitment to defending the human
rights of women, men, children,
family farmers and indigenous people,
and victims of grave human rights
violations, whom it has accompanied
for thirteen years in the departments
of Santander, North Santander and
Bolivar, and the Magdalena Medio
region.10

1. Prensa Rural – ACVC: Paramilitares amenazan a defensores de derechos humanos en Santander. 30 April 2014
2. Prensa Rural – ACVC: Amenazas continuas de muerte a defensores
y defensoras de derechos humanos en Barrancabermeja, 14 January
2014
3. CJL Contagioradio.com “Es preocupante que Generales como Mario Montoya lleguen a encabezar las FFMM” Corporación Juridica
Libertad , 10 June 2014.
4. CJL Debatehidroituango.blogspot.com Nuevas amenazas para impedir
Audiencia Popular y acompañamiento de DDHH por los desalojos
forzosos de Hidroituango., 23 December 2014 and Analisiurbano.com
Continúan amenazas en contra de CORPADES 3 July 2014.
5. CREDHOS. Revista DD.HH Debate y Analisis. Pedagogia para la Paz. Ed.
Nº 1. December 2014
6. FFCSPP Objetivo de la organización 11 July 2013.
7. MOVICE Denuncia pública: amenaza contra abogado defensor de
DDHH Leonardo Jaimes. 5 May 2014
8. FCSPP http://prensarural.org/spip/spip.php?article14802 10 August 2014 / http://www.colombiancaravana.org.uk/rommel-duran-castellanos-colombian-human-rights-lawyer-released-from-prison/
9. CCALCPhttp://justiciaypazcolombia.com/En-riesgo-de-desalojocomunidad-de 15 April 2014
10. CCALCP http://colombiainforma.info/politica/109-ddhh-conflicto-paz/1648-exitosa-visita-de-la-caravana-internacional-de-juristas-a-bucaramanga 1 September 2014
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Protective
accompaniment provided
to displaced communities

U

raba has always been
a
region
of
special
geostrategic importance
for its geographic location
and bio-diversity, coveted by all the
illegal armed groups who turned it
into a historically conflictive region.
It is one of the areas where
processes of forced displacement
were most intensive and continuous;
today it is a place of emblematic land
restitution processes.
At the same time, Uraba has high
levels of threats and attacks against
people who are reclaiming their land.
Many of them have not been able to
return to their lands because of the
constant threats of violence and the
slowness of restitution processes.
Different reports speak to the lack of
guarantees and the lack of effective
27

land devolution to the rightful owners.1
The PBI team in Uraba in
2014, continued to accompany the
Inter-Church Justice and Peace
Commission (CJIP) in its work
accompanying communities in the
Cacarica,
Curbarado,
PedeguitaMancilla, and La Larga – Tumarado
river basins where CIJP requested
accompaniment in 2014 to support a
new return process where 20 families
decided to return to their land after
more than 17 years of displacement.
The Uraba team also continued to
accompany the San Jose de Apartado
Peace Community in the different
areas within the San Jose de Apartado
hamlets and Tierralta municipality in
Cordoba.
Meanwhile, in parallel, PBI held a
series of political meetings at a local

and regional level due to members
of the Armed Forces continuously
publishing hostile statements in the
different media.
The team also accompanied
the Sucre Chapter of the National
Movement of Victims of State Crimes
(MOVICE) in 2014, due to the threats
they were victims of during the year.
THE PEACE COMMUNITY OF
SAN JOSE DE APARTADO
During 2014, despite precautionary
and provisional measures from the
Inter-American Commission and Court
of Human Rights and Orders of the
Colombian Constitutional Court, the
army and the press have continued to
make unfounded accusations against
the Community.
This tendency worsened when

Colonel German Rojas was given
command of the Army’s 17th Brigade.
On 27 October, Colonel Rojas
appeared in a television programme
“Testigo
Directo”
(Caracol
Internacional) in which he labelled
the Peace Community a cradle for
the guerrillas, called its members
bandits, and accused the international
organisations that accompany it of
supporting the guerrillas.2
In other local media appearances
he also made slanderous statements
against
the
Community
and
Father Javier Giraldo, and held
them responsible for organising a
demonstration that had been held
against the army’s presence.3
These media attacks have raised
the Peace Community’s profile and
therefore increased its risk this year.
In response, PBI has done local,
regional, national and international
advocacy, with army command and
civilian agencies of the Colombian
State
and
the
international
community, to highlight the high risk
the statements carry for members of
the Community and for their work as
human rights defenders in the area.
On the other hand, neoparamilitary strategy continues to
advance in the Abibe mountains
through social projects and land
purchases. 4
PBI
estimates
that
due
to
this
situation,
international
accompaniment continues to be
relevant and necessary.
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Emblematic accompaniment: the march from La Holandita
to the Apartado Public Prosecutor’s Office during the Peace
Community’s 17th Anniversary on 22 March 2014

I

n 2014, the Peace Community decided to hold a long march from
its La Holandita settlement (San Josecito) to the Public Prosecutor’s
Office in Apartado to mark the commemoration of its 17th anniversary
as a Community.
The march was 12km long, and during it the Community members
made their demands known to the State, ending in a symbolic act in
front of the Public Prosecutor’s Office. PBI accompanied it throughout.

INTER-CHURCH JUSTICE
AND PEACE COMMISSION IN
CURBARADO, JIGUAMIANDO
AND LA LARGA-TUMARADO
Again
this
year,
several
communities
undergoing
land
restitution processes were threatened
for their work as human rights
defenders and as the defenders of
the rights of family farmers and AfroColombians.
In this sense PBI highlights the
media attacks, surveillance and threats
directed against Enrique Cabezas,
leader of the Apartadocito community
and member of the team drafting
the Curbarado Council’s internal
regulations; and against family farmer
and leader Yomaira Mendoza; and
both their families5. Former leaders
were also threatened.6
On the other hand, in spite of
bad faith occupants being evicted in
Curbarado, the awaited land restitution
to the displaced communities
(ordered by the Constitutional Court)7
has not taken place in an effective or
guaranteed manner.

There are lands belonging to bad
faith occupants that have not been
made good, and there is no adequate
implementation of the Integral
Protection Plan, as ordered by Order
299 of December 2012.
Meanwhile, this year saw the
exclusion, once more, of a large part
of the communities who would have
had the right to speak and vote at the
Curbarado General Assembly. 8 9
Also this year, more than 15
families returned to the lands from
where they were displaced in the
La Larga – Tumarado basin, and PBI
accompanied them at CIJP’s request
after they received death threats.10
Due
these
events,
PBI’s
accompaniment, both physical and
political, continues to be a priority
and an essential means of protecting
CIJP and its work with displaced
communities.
INTER-CHURCH JUSTICE
AND PEACE COMMISSION
AND PEACE COMMISSION IN
CACARICA
In the Cacarica basin, PBI
accompanies CIJP and indirectly
accompanies the Community for
Self-Determination, Life and Dignity
(CAVIDA). Both the presence of illegal
armed actors and the pressure on the
population from large-scale projects
constitute a threat to the security of
the inhabitants of the Humanitarian
Zones.11
In April 2014, after the assassination
in Turbo of Adan Quinto, a former
member of CAVIDA and former Legal
Representative of the Cacacica Major
Council, who was sacked from these
entities after supporting illegal logging
activities and companies linked with
paramilitary groups, there was a wave
of media attacks and hostile public
statements against CIJP, CAVIDA and

PBI, holding them responsible for
Adan Quinto’s death.12
The profile of several of CAVIDA’s
women leaders continues to be high
for having participated as witnesses
in the Operation Genesis case, in
the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights, against the Colombian State
for Its responsibility in the Operation.
One year after the sentence there
have been few advances in terms of
reparations for Operation Genesis’
victims.13
Furthermore, in 2014, CIJP and
CAVIDA’s risk levels increased after
they issued a complaint about the
construction of a military base within
the collective territory without prior
consultation with the communities.14
In the face of the existence of
these risks, PBI accompanied CIJP
several times in Cacarica in order
to verify the military base in Cerro
Mocho and the Inter-American Court’s
sentence.

Emblematic accompaniment: permanent accompaniment in the
Curbarado basin and of Yomaira Mendoza and Enrique Cabezas,
April 2014

A

s CIJP explains, from January 2014, both Enrique Cabezas and
Yomaira Mendoza, the land rights defenders and leaders, had given
testimony to the Public Prosecutor’s Office against bad faith occupants
in the Collective Territory of Curbarado and about the attacks they had
been subjected to. After giving testimony they began to receive threats,
were followed, suffered media attacks and were also the victims of
various assassination attempts.16
Because of these events, during the whole of April 2014, at CIJP’s
request, PBI had a permanent presence on the ground accompanying
both leaders who had taken refuge in the Caño Manso community in
Curbarado, to protect their work and open spaces for peace. Currently
PBI continues to accompany Enrique Cabezas’ family on an ad hoc basic
in the Apartadocito basin, because of the threats the family continues
to receive17.

MOVICE - SUCRE CHAPTER
During the year, PBI accompanied
the MOVICE Sucre Chapter in the
movement’s work with people who
have returned to the La Europa farm
in Ovejas, Sucre.
In turn, MOVICE Sucre Chapter
has continued to receive worrying
threats. In this sense, on 1 October in
La Maria neighbourhood of Sincelejo
(Sucre) there was a pamphlet
distributed in which ‘Los Rastrojos’
paramilitary group threatened to kill
Ingrid Vergara other members of the
Chapter.15
Due to these events, PBI is
present on the farm at the petition of
MOVICE’s Sucre Chapter, once every
two months.

1. Amnesty International: A land title is not enough: ensuring sustainable land
restitution in Colombia, 27 November 2014
2. Testigo Directo: Zafarrancho en el Urabá Antioqueño, 18 October 2014
3. Heraldo de Urabá, n°528, October week 4 issue, 2014
4. San Jose de Apartado Peace Commmunity: Agresión paramilitar al orden
del día en San José de Apartadó, 17 September 2014
5. Cijp: Amenazas de muerte, hostigamientos, seguimientos, planes de atentados, 12 December 2014
6. Cijp: Cuatro líderes de restitución amenazados de muerte, 18 August 2014
7. Corte Constitucional: Order, 18 May 2010
8. Cijp: Sin igualdad ni participación, Comunicado de los consejos comunitarios de Curvaradó, 25 February 2014
9. In the assembly the Curbarado basin’s Major Council is named, as is the
legal representative, who together administer the collective territories and
determine the use of the land.
10. Cijp: Empresarios ofrecen 7 millones, 16 October 2014
11. CIJP: Paramilitares operan a menos de 100 metros de efectivos regulares,
13 January 2014
12. CIJP: Rechazamos asesinato de Adan Quinto, 9 April 2014
13. Contagio Radio: Estado colombiano no le ha cumplido a las victimas de la
Operacion Genesis, 19 December 2014
14. CIJP: Informe – Caminantes son agredidos luego de hallar base militar
inconsulta en Cacarica, 24 February 2014
15. MOVICE: Dirigentes del MOVICE en Sucre reciben graves amenazas de
grupos paramilitares autodenominados “Rastrojos”, 04 October 2014
16. Cijp: Una expresión de la guerra psicológica, 10 September 2014
17. Cijp: Nuevas amenazas a líderes de restitución, 27 November 2014
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Dialogues and advocacy

30

Raising awareness about
the work of human rights
defenders among the
international community and
colombian state authorities
dialogues and advocacy

T

he year has been marked on
the one hand by legislative
and presidential elections,
the polarisation of the
political factions and various scandals
involving high-ranking officers of the
armed forces; 1 and, on the other hand,
by the continuation of talks between
the Government and the FARC which
are taking place in Havana (Cuba).
The situation in rural Colombia and
of leaders in land restitution claims
has been the motive for countless
interventions
by
international
agencies and also one of the main
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focuses of PBI’s advocacy.
PBI has also shown concern
for the increase in direct attacks2
against defenders and for the lack of
guarantees for the free exercise of
their work, and for scandals involving
corruption and deficits3 in the National
Protection Unit (UNP) which have
meant, amongst other things, a
reduction of protection measures for
some human rights defenders.
Finally, PBI showed its concern
for the persistence of high levels of
impunity for attacks against defenders,
this being a high-risk factor for those

who defend human rights.
In this sense, PBI joined national
and international organisations in
expressing concern, including a
letter signed by 12 independent
experts4 from the United Nations,
on draft legislation that widens the
jurisdictional remit of the military
justice system.
PBI also was able to participate
as an observer in some spaces,
forums and conferences regarding
the situation of women human rights
defenders.

ATTACKS AGAINST DEFENDERS
18 October 2014 marked two
years since the formal start of talks
between the Colombian Government
and the FARC guerrillas in Havana.
Despite this important step, the
situation of those who have worked
for years in favour of lasting peace
and the full enjoyment of human
rights, continues to be alarming.
PBI therefore expressed concern
for the persistence of attacks against
human right defenders, the great
majority5 of which are carried out by
neo-paramilitary groups, and the lack
of effective measures to dismantle
these groups; this situation could
be made worse by the impending
release from prison of demobilised
paramilitaries
who
had
been
processed under Law 975 of 2005
(the Justice and Peace Law), and are
completing the maximum sentences
imposed by this law.
Attacks against human rights
defenders have increased every year
since President Santos took office
and this tendency is persisting: in
2010, 174 attacks were registered,
including 32 assassinations;6 in
2011, 239 attacks were registered,
including 49 assassinations;7 in 2012,
357 attacks took place, including 69
assassinations;8 and in 2013, 366
attacks were registered, including 78
assassinations.9 Lastly, in 2014, 626
human rights defenders were the
victims of attacks, as were 212 social
and human rights organisations.10
SITUATION OF LAND RIGHTS
LEADERS
The leaders of land restitution
claims continue to be one of the most
vulnerable groups. Between January
2008 and March 2014 at least 66 men

IN 2014, 626 HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS WERE THE
VICTIMS OF ATTACKS, AS WERE 212 SOCIAL AND HUMAN
RIGHTS ORGANISATIONS
and women, leaders in land restitution
claims,11 were murdered.
In its 2013 annual report, the
UNHCHR drew attention to the
increase of murders, threats and
attacks against claimants, social
organisers and public officials
who participate in land restitution
processes.12
The UNHCHR emphasised that
the causes of this worrying situation
are “the lack of coordination between
institutions and scarce will to assume
responsibility for the human rights
violations”.13
HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS BY BUSINESS
INTERESTS
In spite of being the main port
on Colombia’s Pacific coast, and the
second most important in the Latin
American continent, 80% of the
approximate 500,000 inhabitants of
Buenaventura, most of whom are
Afro-descendants, live in poverty and
63% are unemployed.14
As
the
United
Nations
Development Program highlights
“Buenaventura embodies one of the
saddest examples of poverty and
social exclusion in Colombia.
Health, education, employment
and
income
indicators
are
disheartening for any unprepared
observer, for those who have seen
anti-poverty policies fail in the
municipality, but even more so for
those who, day after day, suffer the
effects of this phenomenon”.15
In March 2014, Human Rights

National and international
coordination spaces in Colombia

P

BI has continued to participate as an observer in the Inter-Agency
Dialogue (DIAL). Through DIAL, PBI has attended different meetings
with civilian State authorities such as the UNP, the Public Prosecutor’s
Office, the prisons agency INPEC, and with embassy representatives.
PBI has also been present as an observer in meetings of national
organisations such as the CCEEUU and the Techo Comun. PBI also
attended the National Guarantees Working Group and participated in the
protection and research sub-groups.
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Watch published a report on the
situation in Buenaventura which
brought the city to the attention
of the media, and of national and
international organisations.
The report16 highlights the
persistence of grave human rights
violations and crimes against humanity
such as enforced disappearances, the
dismemberment of victims’ bodies,
forced displacement and social
control, mostly related to multiple
business interests.
VICTIMS AND LOCAL
INITIATIVES FOR PEACE
Since August, victims’ delegations
have been arriving in Cuba to set out
their proposals and petitions to the
negotiators.
Not all of Colombian society,
however, has been in favour of their
participation in the Havana talks.
In fact, three of those who were
threatened in September had taken
part in the delegation.
In this regard, Fabrizio Hochschild,
the United Nations coordinator in
Colombia, stated: “It is obvious that
a large proportion of these threats
come from groups that are opposed
to the peace process”.17
CONSULTATIONS
WITH INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATIONS
Throughout
the
year,
PBI
participated in several consultation
and coordination fora during the visits
of different European delegations
and government representatives, in
which it shared its view on the human
rights situation in the country and
specifically on the situation of people,
organisations
and
communities
committed to defending human
rights.
In February, PBI was invited by
the British Embassy on the occasion
of the visit by British Deputy Prime
Minister Nick Clegg, and later in June,
during the visit of Hugo Swire, the
Foreign Office Minister.
In June, the German Embassy
invited PBI to a reception with the
German
Parliament’s
Economic
and
Development
Cooperation
Commission
when
it
visited

Colombia,
during
which
PBI
expressed its concerns for some of
the accompanied organisations.
Also, a delegation of 7 German
members of the Bundestag parliament
accompanied by the German Embassy,
took part in October in a meeting at
PBI’s offices where PBI presented its
work and concerns for the situation
of the organisations it accompanies:
PBI invited Yanette Bautista (Nidya
Erika Bautista Foundation), Reynaldo
Villalba (Jose Alvear Restrepo
Lawyers’ Collective – CCAJAR) and
Father Alberto Franco (Inter-Church
Justice and Peace Commission CIJP) for them to share their visions
of the Colombian context.
In September, the UNHCHR
invited PBI and other national and
international organisations on the
occasion of the arrival of the new
Joint Representative of the Office in
Colombia, and representatives of the
High Commission in Geneva.
In October, PBI participated in
a consultation at the Norwegian
Embassy during the visit of the
Norwegian Vice-chancellor, Morten
Høglund.
That month, PBI also participated
in a preliminary consultation on the
Human Rights Dialogues between
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the European Union and Colombia,
for the purpose of sharing with the
EU Delegation and several embassies
a number of issues of concern
regarding the human rights situation
in the country.
The Delegation invited PBI to a
seminar on land restitution in light
of the Dialogues in which it took
part at a round table discussion on
protection mechanisms for leaders
and communities.

1. Ccajar: ¿Alguien espió a los negociadores de La Habana?, 3 February
2014.
2. We are Defenders Programme: Imagina, Informe semestral enerojunio 2014, 18 August 2014; We are Defenders Programme: Agresiones
contra Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos en Colombia Julio - Septiembre 2014, October 2014
3. EFE: Gobierno decidirá desmonte de esquemas de seguridad por
falta de presupuesto, 14 September 2014
4. UN: Open letter by Special Procedures mandate-holders of the United
Nations Human Rights Council to the Government and the Congress of the
Republic of Colombia, 29 September 2014
5. Ibid
6. We are Defenders Programme: Informe anual 2010, agresiones a defensores de ddhh, 2 February 2011
7. We are Defenders Programme: Claroscuro, Informe anual 2011, 2
February 2012
8. We are Defenders Programme: El Efecto Placebo, Informe anual 2012,
February 2013
9. We are Defenders Programme: Informe Siaddhh 2013: D de defensa,
21 February 2014
10. We are Defenders Programme: Imagina, Informe semestral enerojunio 2014, 18 August 2014; We are Defenders Programme Agresiones
contra Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos en Colombia Julio - Septiembre 2014, October 2014
11. El Colombiano: Denuncian lentitud e irregularidades en proceso
de restitución de tierras, 26 March 2014
12. El Pais: La ONU critica persistencia de impunidad y aumento de
víctimas en Colombia, 26 March 2014
13. UNHCHR: Annual Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, 24 January 2014
14. CIJP: Herederos de la esclavitud en Buenaventura, 22 March
2014
15. UNDP: ¿Cómo romper las trampas de pobreza en Buenaventura? Propuestas desde las comunidades y las instituciones, May 2013
16. Human Rights Watch: The Crisis in Buenaventura, March 2014
17. El Espectador: Amenazan de muerte a tres de las víctimas que han
viajado a La Habana, 1 October 2014

Summary of talks with Colombian authorities and institutions between January and June 2014
Colombian government and
enforcement agencies

State security
forces

Diplomatic Corps,
UN Agencies,
MAPP-OAS,
INGOs

National

16
3
Interior Ministry
National Police
Ministry of Defense
Office of the Vice President—Presidential Program
for Human Rights and International Human Rights
Presidential Program for
Human Rights
Deputy-Public Prosecutor
National Protection Unit
Human Rights Unit of the
Public Prosecutor’s Office
Presidential Cooperation
Agency
Bogota’s Mayor’s Office
Supreme Court
INPEC

124
Embassies
UN Agencies
International
cooperation
agencies
International
organizations
MAPP-OEA
CICR

Within the
framework of the
DIAL platform

7
National Protection Unit
Public Prosecutor’s Office
INPEC

6
Embassies
G24

Barrancabermeja
The regions of
Magdalena Medio and
Northern Santander

10
Municipal Human Rights
Representative
Mayor’s Office
Human Rights
Ombudsman

Bogota
Various provinces
(departments)

2
Buenaventura Community
Human Rights
Ombudsman

Uraba

10
Community Advocate of
Uraba
Land Restitution Unit
National Unit for Victim
Mayor’s Office

TOTAL

34

45

20
Army
Navy
National Police

11
OACNUDH
CICR
OINGs

9

38
DIAL (Inter Agency
Dialogue on Colombia)
Techo Comun
IONG space
OIDHACO
NGO

6
Coordination space
Civil society
Church

5

Army
Navy
National Police

CICR
ACNUR

8
Army
Navy
National Police

2
IONGs
MAPP-OEA

40

Coordination
spaces, civil society,
churches, etc

148

44

Table of Threats

Type of harassment
Death threats / assassination plans

Ongoing criminal prosecutions

Accompanied organizations, individuals
and communities affected
Inter-church Justice and Peace Commission (CIJP), National
Movement of Victims of State Crimes (MOVICE), Joint
Communities of the Humanitarian Zones of Curbarado and
Jiguamiando, Grassroots Women’s Organization (OFP), Forum
for Human Rights Workers of Magdalena Medio (ETTDDHH),
Regional Victims Association of Magdalena Medio (ASORVIMM),
Peasant Farmers’ Association of the Cimitarra River (ACVC),
Association of Family Members of the Detained and Disappeared
(ASFADDES), Yomaira Mendoza and Enrique Cabezas
and their families, Manuel Denis (Jiguamiando), María
Liga, Guillermo Díaz, Eustaquio Polo, Raúl Palacios (Joint
Communities of the Humanitarian Zones of Curbarado
and
Jiguamiando),
Committee
in
Solidarity
with
Political Prisoners (FCSPP), José Alvear Restrepo Lawyers’
Collective (CCAJAR), Humanidad Vigente, Manuel Cepeda Vargas
Foundation, Jorge Molano, Peace Community of San Jose de
Apartado, Regional Corporation for the Defense of Human Rights
(CREDHOS), Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers Association (CCALCP),
Association for Social Investigation and Research (NOMADESC).
•

Criminal prosecutions with formal charges:

David Ravelo Crespo (CREDHOS).
•

Alleged investigations and/or arrest warrants:

ACVC, CIJP, residents of the Humanitarian Zones of Curbarado
and Jiguamiando.

Stigmatization on the media

CIJP, Joint Communities of the Humanitarian Zones of Curbarado
and Jiguamiando, CAVIDA, Peace Community of San Jose de
Apartado, Committee for Solidarity with Political Prisoners
(FCSPP), ACVC, CCAJAR, MOVICE.

Information Theft

Social Corporation for Community Advisory and Training Services
(COS-PACC), Nydia Erika Bautista Foundation, CREDHOS,
MOVICE.

Monitoring and harassment

Peace Community of San José de Apartadó, Joint Communities of
the Humanitarian Zones of Curbarado and Jiguamiando, CAVIDA,
Luis Carlos Pérez Lawyers’ Collective (CCALCP), Regional
Corporation for the Defense of Human Rights (CREDHOS), CIJP,
ASORVIMM, MOVICE, Jorge Molano, Claudia Julieta Duque,
FCSPP, Ruiz family, Yomaira Mendoza and Enrique Cabezas and
their families.
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Dialogues and advocacy
with the international
community
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF PROTECTION AND ACCOMPANIMENT OF HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND COLOMBIAN COMMUNITIES, THE COLOMBIA PROJECT (COP)
ALSO PERFORMS ADVOCACY AND AWARENESS-RAISING ACTIVITIES IN EUROPE AND
NORTH AMERICA WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE HUMAN
RIGHTS SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY, SUPPORT THE PETITIONS OF ACCOMPANIED
INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES, AND GENERATE INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE TO
SECURE FULL RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Europe

I

n Europe during 2014, attention
was centred on negotiations
between
the
Colombian
Government and the guerrillas
of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC) in Havana, and the
visit of President Santos to various
European countries after the European
Union and several member states
made a commitment to politically and
economically support Colombia in an
eventual post-conflict.1
PBI has welcomed advances in
the process, but nonetheless has also
asked the international community
to keep monitoring the grave human
rights situation in Colombia.
In the different advocacy spheres
(European Union, United Nations,
and through collaboration with the
PBI Country Groups, with ministries
of foreign relations in different
countries), we have called attention to
the increase in attacks against human
rights defenders.
In particular, attacks against leaders
in lands restitution claims and women
defenders, the persistence of high
levels of impunity and the increased
presence of neo-paramilitary groups
which are responsible for the majority
of attacks.
We held meetings and ongoing
communication
with
different
institutions and contacts, calling for
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attention in specific cases of concern
when PBI decided to activate its
support network.
EUROPEAN UNION
This year was marked by the
European parliamentary elections in
May 2014.
After the new Parliament was
formed, and together with the
European representatives of PBI
Guatemala and Mexico, PBI held a
series of meetings with members
of the European Parliament, in

order to present the organisation’s
global remit, as well as the common
problems of three countries with
regard to attacks against defenders.
Throughout the year PBI has
also held meetings and maintained
contact with members of Permanent
Representations of Member States to
the EU, with the EU External Action
Service (EEAS), the DirectorateGeneral for International Development
and Cooperation (DG DEVCO) and
with the Directorate-General for Trade.
Due to the serious situation

Meetings

Entity

Meetings

European Parliament
(Members and their offices)

23

DROI Secretariat

3

European Exterior Action Service

6

Council (COHOM)

1

DEVCO

1

Directorate-General for Trade

1

Permanent Representations

6

*

Ministry of External Relations (Belgian)

1

Ministry of External Affairs (Spain)

1

NGOs and networks

16
* Permanent Representations of Spain (4), Holland and
Portugal.

Enrique Cabezas and Yomaira Mendoza, leaders under threat, on a speaking tour in Europe

of Yomaira Mendoza and Enrique
Cabezas, leaders in the Curbarado and
Jiguamiando land restitution process,
and of their Colombian accompaniers
(the Inter-Church Justice and Peace
Commission (CJIP), we asked for
different European institutions to
monitor the situation.
One of the results was the
publication of a parliamentary
question directed to the European
Commission and the presentation of
a case to DEVCO which eventually
granted European Union funds for the
defenders at risk.
Together with the PBI Spain
Country Group, we held meetings
with the Ministry of External Affairs
which accepted the defenders into
the Spanish Government’s protection
programme.
PBI also raised awareness about
the increase in attacks, and especially
mass attacks against human rights
defenders and a parallel reduction in
their protection measures as a group.
One example was the case of
lawyer Jorge Molano and Sembrar
Corporation, who at the end of 2014
saw some their protection measures
suspended in spite of having
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extraordinary risk levels.
European Member of Parliament
Javier Couso, raised a parliamentary
question
with
the
European
Commission and issued a press
statement, expressing his concern in
the case.
EVENT ON EU DIRECTIVES ON
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
The Colombia Project joined other
PBI entities in publishing an analysis
on the impact of EU Directives on
human rights defenders for the 10th
Anniversary of this instrument, which
came of age in 2014, with the aim of
highlighting good practices and areas
for improvement.
In February 2014, PBI was invited
to the European Union Delegations’
Seminar on Human Rights Focal
Points organised in Brussels by the
EEAS.
The objective of our participation
was to share good practices and show
the challenges we have observed over
10 years of the implementation of the
European Union Directives on human
rights defenders.
PBI was able to share its
conclusions on focus areas with at

least 100 countries, 5 permanent
representations of member states in
Brussels and representatives of the
EEAS, the European Commission and
the EU Special Rapporteur for human
rights.
Also in June, alongside other
international
organisations
we
convoked an evaluation of the
Directives
in
which
different
permanent representations of EU
member states in Brussels, members
of the EEAS and the UN Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights
defenders took part.
UNITED NATIONS
The European office has held
meetings and maintained contact with
different United Nations mechanisms
and offices.
On the occasion of the 25th
session of the United Nations Human
Rights Council, PBI presented a joint
declaration with OIDHACO in which
stated:
a) the importance of the UNHCHR
in Colombia;
b) the preoccupying increase in
assassinations and attacks against

Meetings

Entity

Meetings

Permanent Missions*

7

Rapporteurs’ offices

5

UNHCHR

1

NGO

2
* Denmark, Finland, Rumania, Estonia, United Kingdom and Ireland.

human rights defenders;
c) the persistence of impunity and
proposed legislation that would
favour it;
d) the need to protect human rights
defenders through recognising
the existence of neo-paramilitary
structures and adopting effective
measures to dismantle them;
e) the grave human rights situation
existing in the country.
Before the session of the
Human Rights Council, PBI met with
different Permanent Missions to
the UN to present concerns arising
from the situation of human rights
defenders and reminding of the
importance of asking questions and
making recommendations during the
presentation of the Annual Report of
the High Commissioner for Human
Rights.
Amongst
declarations
by
members of the Council we should
mention the interventions of Ireland,
Spain, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom who restated their support
for the presence of the UNHCHR in
Colombia.
Meetings were also held with
offices of different UN Special
Rapporteurs
(Human
Rights
Defenders, Freedom of Association,
Working
Group
on
Forced
Disappearances) and with the office
of the UNHCHR.
In these meetings PBI presented
concerns on some specific cases of
attacks and threats against people
and organisations accompanied by
PBI, such as the Jose Alvear Restrepo
Lawyers’ Collective (CCAJAR), David
Ravelo Crespo, Cesar Jerez of the
Family Farmer Association of the
Cimitarra River Valley (ACVC), Lilia
Peña (ASORVIMM), Nidya Erika
Bautista Foundation, CIJP and the
land rights leaders of Curbarado and
Jiguamiando and the Community of
Self Determination Life and Dignity
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(CAVIDA).
Also, in collaboration with other
PBI entities, the representative
took part elaborating a number of
documents submitted to the United
Nations, for example the document
sent as part of the Public Consultation
on substantive elements to be
included in the National Action Plans
to implement Guiding Principles for
companies and human rights of the
United Nations.
COUNTRY GROUPS
The European office has continued
to work with Country Groups in
Germany, Holland, Great Britain,
France, Norway, Sweden, Italy, Spain,
Belgium, Switzerland and the newly
created group in Ireland.
During the different activations
that PBI launched this year, there
was much support given by Country
Groups for the diffusion of information
in Europe and the coordination of
advocacy and education initiatives
with
different
external
affairs
ministries, national parliaments and
organisational platforms.
Between March and April, during
five weeks PBI Colombia and the
PBI Country Groups in Spain, France,
Switzerland, Norway, Holland and
Italy organised a speaking tour in 7
European countries for Father Alberto
Franco (member of CIJP), Janis
Orejuela (member of CAVIDA).
The central theme of their visit
was the historic Judgment of the
Inter-American Court of Human
Rights in December 2013, which
condemned the Colombian State

for the mass forced displacement of
the Afro-Colombian population of the
Cacarica river basin during Operation
Genesis in 1997, which was a military
operation carried out in conjunction
with paramilitary groups.2
The Representative had the
support of PBI Spain, Ireland and
Norway for the speaking tour ofYomaira
Mendoza and Enrique Cabezas of
Curbarado. In the different countries
they met with representatives
of ministries of external affairs,
members of parliament, international
organisations
and
institutions,
and were able to express the
preoccupying situation that leaders
of land restitution processes live in
Colombia and their particular situation
resulting from more than 80 incidents
and 5 assassination attempts, which
forced them to flee the country.
PLATFORMS AND
INTERNATIONAL NGOs
Throughout the year PBI’s
European Representative continued
to take part in different platforms
including: OIDHACO, the Platform
against criminalisation, the Taula
Catalana and in some cases PBI took
part joint meetings.
PBI also collaborated in activities
with international NGOs; in particular,
advocacy actions were coordinated
to emit a public statement and public
letter on the case of David Ravelo
Crespo.
The result was more than 25
organisations
and
international
networks manifesting their concerns
about due process violations against
the renowned human rights defender
and, amongst other petitions,
requesting that the Colombian
authorities admit and process the
extraordinary appeal lodged by
David Ravelo Crespo’s defence in an
effective and transparent manner.
After
Semana
magazine
published in February the results
of an investigation which indicated
that military intelligence, in a

PBI MET WITH DIFFERENT PERMANENT MISSIONS TO THE
UN TO PRESENT CONCERNS ARISING FROM THE SITUATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND REMINDING OF
THE IMPORTANCE OF ASKING QUESTIONS AND MAKING
RECOMMENDATIONS DURING THE PRESENTATION OF
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS

clandestine and illegal manner, was
intercepting the communications
of the Government’s negotiating
commission at the Havana talks and of
political leaders, social organisations
and human rights defenders, CCAJAR
received a death threat directed
against members of the Collective.3
In the face of these grave events,
PBI has supported a letter to the
Colombian Public Prosecutor which
included the request to investigate
these facts.
The letter was signed by 23
European
and
North-American
organisations and networks.

1 El País: Merkel ofrece fondos a Santos para el postconflicto con las
FARC, 5 November201
2 El Espectador: “Operación Génesis” al desnudo, 9 January 2014
3 Ccajar: No es que las chuzadas se repitan. Es que no han dejado de
existir, 5 February 2014

German and Gilardo, of the Peace Community’s internal council, in London with a member of PBI International
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North America

PBI’s representative with women defenders from around the world in the Hague (Holland), to
participate in a conference organised by PBUI Holland on protection

I

n 2014, the focus of attention in
North America on the situation
of Colombia has been on broad
coverage of the negotiating
tables of the Colombian Government
and the FARC, and the country’s
presidential elections.
Through its North America
representative, based in Washington
DC, PBI continues to dialogue with the
international community (including
the
United
States’
Congress,
Department of State and White
House, and the Canadian Ministry of
Foreign Relations and Parliament), on
the need to deal with the persistence
of grave human rights violations,
the increase of attacks against
human rights defenders (particularly
against men or women who lead
land restitution claims, and women
defenders), the persistence of high
levels of impunity and the need to
support peace negotiations so that
they result in an agreement that
guarantees truth, justice, reparations
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and guarantees of non-repetition.
DIALOGUE WITH
AUTHORITIES
In 2014, PBI succeeded in
widening its support network and
continued to be an important source
of information for members of
Congress, and State Department and
White House representatives.
Demonstrating that they trusted
the information supplied by PBI,
different offices of congressional
representatives contacted PBI to
gather information about the human
rights situation in Colombia for their
visits to the country, and to brief
them for meeting with the Embassy
of Colombia in Washington.
For example, in a particular
case a member of Congress sent a
letter to President Santos in August,
expressing concern for the monitoring
of human rights programmes, based
on information provided by PBI.
In the first half of the year both the

United States and Canada sent new
ambassadors to Colombia and PBI
was invited to take part in meetings
with the new US Ambassador before
his departure to the Andean region.
Furthermore, US Vice-President
Joe Biden visited Colombia in the
middle of June. Thanks, in great part,
to PBI advocacy, the Vice-President
visited the Centre for Memory,
Peace and Reconciliation in Bogota
and met with representatives of
victims of the armed conflict, thereby
demonstrating U.S. commitment to
the rights of victims.
In May, an inter-parliamentary
letter was sent to the negotiating
tables in Havana, supporting the
process but calling for a cease-fire
and other measures to protect the
civilian population.
Thanks to the advocacy done
by PBI and other NGO allies, 50
members of the US Congress signed
the letter, as well as 84 UK Members
of Parliament, 73 Irish Members

of Parliament and 38 Members of
the Northern Ireland Legislative
Assembly.
PBI continues to be invited by
the US Department of State to
consultation meetings on the human
rights situation. In those meetings,
issues raised by PBI included situations
where human rights defenders are
at risk, the importance of strong US
support for the peace negotiations
and an eventual agreement to secure
peace with social justice.
PBI also held frequent bilateral
meetings with the State Department
to raise points of special concern.
In the first semester of 2014, the
State Department announced several
programmes to support Colombian
civil society in matters of peacebuilding and support for the victims of
the armed conflict.
PBI’s
Representative
also
maintains constant and fluid contact
with representatives of the InterAmerican Human Rights System of
the Organization of American States,
including the new rapporteur on
social, economic and cultural rights.
In March, PBI in conjunction with a
regional coalition, took part in the
preparation of a public hearing of
the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights, providing information
on the criminalisation of human rights
defenders in the Americas.
Later, in October, the PBI Colombia
Representative coordinated with the
other PBI projects in Latin America to
draft a document to respond to the
Commission’s request for information
on the criminalisation of human rights
defenders in the Americas.

PBI ORGANISED VARIOUS MEETINGS WITH THE OFFICES
OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND
SENATE,FOR THE PEOPLE PBI ACCOMPANIES TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION ON THE SECURITY SITUATION AND THE
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN GENERAL
COLLABORATION WITH NGOs
AND PLATFORMS
PBI collaborates with nongovernmental US and international
organisations and platforms, sharing
information and supporting activities
such as public statements, advocacy
meetings and public events.
SPEAKING TOURS
BY ACCOMPANIED
ORGANISATIONS
In March the Committee in
Solidarity with Political Prisoners
(Comite de Solidaridad con los Presos
Politicos - FCSPP) and the Union
Sindical Obrera trade union, which
receives legal advice from the FCSPP,
visited Washington.
In conjunction with the Solidarity
Center, an NGO which supports the
labour movement, PBI organised
meetings with congressional offices,
the office of Vice-President Biden and
NGO allies.
Also in March and then again
in October, PBI supported five
accompanied NGOs during their
visits to Washington for hearings of
the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights.
On
these
occasions,
PBI
organised various meetings with the
offices of members of the House of
Representatives and Senate

Meetings
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Entity

Meetings

Senate

16

House

42

State Department

16

NGO

23

Colombian Embassy

6

White House

4

Other US Government

2

Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights

4

(some were new contacts), for the
people PBI accompanies to provide
information on the security situation
and the human rights situation in
general, and to ask for support.
In the meetings, the people
accompanied
by
PBI
mainly
highlighted their request for strong
and public support from the US for
peace negotiations with the guerrillas,
the need for economic support that
will help to build peace with social
justice, and the ways in which the US
can contribute to the search for truth
and justice in the Colombian conflict.
SUPPORT FOR WOMEN HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS
Representing PBI as a whole, the
Colombia Project representative in
Washington continued to participate
in the International Coalition of
Women Human Rights Defenders
(WHRD).
On 12 March, as part of the
58th session of the United Nations
Commission on the Judicial and
Social Condition of Women, the
Coalition launched its new report,
Our Right To Safety: Women
Human Rights Defenders’ Holistic
Approach To Protection, on needs
and requirements in matters of the
security and protection of women
human rights defenders.
PBI took part in a small working
group which worked with a consultant
to investigate and draft the report.
COORDINATION WITH
NATIONAL GROUPS
PBI in Washington maintained
contact with Country Groups in
the United States and Canada, in
the framework of activations for
the Inter-Church Justice and Peace
Commission and the wave of
threats against women defenders in
Barrancabermeja.
The representative in Washington
collaborated with Country Groups in
some special events.
These included, in March and
October, visits by PBI North America

Representative to the Canadian
capital, Ottawa, in visits organised by
PBI Canada.
During
these
visits,
PBI
participated in a film festival organised
by the Country Group, met with
allied NGOs and held meetings with
representatives of the Ministry of
Foreign Relations and International
Cooperation, which helped to
reactivate dialogue between PBI and
the Canadian Embassy in Colombia.
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Publications and
distribution of information

T

he Communications Area
is in charge of periodically
producing and distributing
informational
material
to inform PBI Colombia’s Support
Network on the current situation
in the country and share concerns
expressed by the accompanied
organisations
and
communities,
and to reach out to the international
community about their protection
needs.
As part of the 20th Anniversary
of the PBI Colombia Project, the
Area was involved in organising and
managing such an important event for
all of us in the PBI family.
There were special publications
and a commemorative event in
the Centre for Memory, Peace and
Reconciliation in Bogota, in which
human rights defenders took part as
did members of the diplomatic corps
and formerly accompanied defenders.
The Field Teams were able
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to celebrate this date with the
accompanied
organisations
in
Barrancabermeja and with the
communities accompanied by the
Apartado team.
In the United States the Project’s
representative held a number of
events: one in Washington DC, which
was attended by Congressman Jim
McGovern whose speech showed his
admiration for PBI’s work; and former
volunteers and people close to PBI
also took the opportunity to meet and
celebrate this important date both in
the capital and in California.
ELECTRONIC BULLETINS
Throughout 2014, three electronic
bulletins were published and all
publications were made in Spanish
and English.
In March the first bulletin included
a number of articles, an interview and
a video. Father Alberto Franco granted
an interview on the occasion of the

Judgment of the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights which declared the
Colombian Government responsible
for forced displacement in Operation
Genesis, entitled «Cacarica hopes
for comprehensive reparations after
Inter-American Court ruling».
In this article we went over in
detail the current situation of social
movements and the «Repression of
protest in Colombia».
Human rights defender David
Ravelo
Crespo
answered
our
questions from prison and told us of
how his process is going in a moving
interview «I only fear one thing: to be
unworthy of my suffering».
Cesar Jerez of the Family Farmer
Association of the Cimitarra River
Valley (ACVC) and Coordinator of the
National Association of Small Farmers’
Reservation Zones, spoke in a video
interview about the agricultural strikes
that Colombia experienced at the end
of 2013.

We also published two blogs by
field volunteers, one narrating the
accompaniment work in Guaviare
; and in the other on work in the
psycho-social area.
In April, to mark the National
Day for Solidarity and Memory of
the Victims celebrated in Bogota,
PBI published a Bulletin exclusively
devoted to this theme.
We travelled the capital’s streets
with defenders accompanied by PBI
and published a video and photoblog
about that day which pays tribute to
the thousands of victims that have
been left in the wake of half a century
of armed conflict.
June saw the publication of the
Peace Bulletin, with a varied content
on this theme. We touched on
the theme of «Grassroots political
guarantees» and gave voice to the
«Civil society proposals for peace».
There was also a new round
of videos of ‘The defenders speak’
in which
Luis Guillermo Pérez,
(President of CCAJAR), spoke about
Transitional Justice in Colombia.
Lastly, we published an article titled
«Land restitution in the context of
economic liberalisation».
Through Constant Contact1 1,382
people had access to the bulletins.2
ADVOCACY DOCUMENTS
The Colombia project collaborated
in elaborating the Bulletin in the EU
Directives, a joint initiative with
several PBI projects.
This document was printed
and distributed in Brussels, on the
occasion of the 10th Anniversary of
the EU Human Rights Directives.
Together with the advocacy area
we published a Bulletin at the end
of 2014 entitled “Increase in threats
against human rights defenders”
ACTION ALERTS
PBI has two special publications
to call attention to high risk situations
affecting the people, organisations
and communities it accompanies.
One of them is an Action Alert,
with restricted distribution. In January,
we emitted an Action Alert because of
the threats received by various human
rights defenders in Barrancabermeja
(Santander); Ivan Madero Vergel,
President of the Regional Corporation
for the Defence of Human Rights
(CREDHOS); Lilia Peña, president
of the Magdalena Medio Victims’
Association (ASORVIMM); and Melkin
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Castrillon Peña of the ACVC.
Four months later, the risk situation
in the Curbarado and Jiguamiando
river basins of the organisation
accompanying the Humanitarian
Zones was the motive for the second
Action Alert of the year.
In June, the Action Alert restated
the grave security incidents suffered
by Enrique Cabezas and Yomaira
Mendoza, land claimants in the
Curbarado and Jiguamiando basin,
accompanied by Inter-Church Justice
and Peace Commission (CIJP), an
organisation accompanied by PBI.
FOCOS DE INTERÉS
This is the second publication with
a special carácter. It is distributed
quarterly and provides detailed
analysis of information on threats,
inidents of defenders being followed,
detentions and the current situation of
the civilian conflict in the midst of the
armed conflict in Cacarica, Curbarado
and Jiguamiando, the San Jose de
Apartado Peace Community and the
Buenaventura Humanitarian Space.
All references to attacks are
those suffered by organisations and
individuals accompanied by PBI
Colombia.
The electronic distribution of
Action Alerts and the Focos de
Interes was made through Constant
Contact and registered 2,756 views,
approximately 400 views for each
publication.3
These publications were sent
exclusively for the purpose of of
political advocacy to people who
belong to the diplomatic corps,
individuals in political positions on
Colombia and to former volunteers.
BLOG AND PHOTOBLOG
PBI Colombia’s blog has changed
because we have created separate
pages, one in Spanish and another
in English. Both contain the same
posting but reading is made easier.
This tool enables people to get to
know the work of volunteers, because
they are telling in the first person
what their work and accompaniments
are like.
The blogs also contain interviews,
calls for support and informational
packs on the organisations that we
work with. This distribution tool is
viewed by visitors from over 80
different countries.
The blog has had 23,000 visits
throughout the year. PBI Colombia’s

profiles in social networks help
to distribute every one of these
publications, also we also have a high
percentage of readers who access
the blog directly.
In 2014, we published 54 new
articles (in Spanish and English), the
most visited were:
• Repression of protest in
Colombia
• Not to do workshops,
nor
talks,
nor
emotional
accompaniment, but rather, to go
beyond
• It was the 12th October, my
birthday
• Feel it to tell it: my first eight
months in PBI Colombia
• I only fear one thing: to be
unworthy of my suffering
The blog uses the Smugmug
application, which includes photo
galleries about accompaniments and
about PBI’s work.
The photoblogs enable us to
reach people in a much more visual
way, with a brief text accompanying
the photographs.
The number of visits to Smugmug
in 2014 was 184,463. The most popular
photoblog was «The Celebration», on
the 20th anniversary of the Colombia
Project.
SOCIAL NETWORKS
We also have profiles on the
social networks: YouTube, Facebook,
Smugmug, a blog (mentioned above)
and Twitter.
In 2014 the number of visits and
followers increased a lot, especially
at the end of the year, thanks to
the new communications strategy
and specific work around the 20th
Anniversary, which concentrated
many publications during a particular
period of the year.
We currently have 3,113 followers
on Facebook (1,450 new followers
joined 2014). This social network has
about 380 visits per day.
The YouTube account has 104,218
views. This year we published 13
videos.
We have a crowdfunding page
with Razoo, to support fundraising for
the Colombia Project.
PBI COLOMBIA 20th
ANNIVERSARY
The
Communications
and
Publications Area maintained a special
publications strategy for increasing

the distribution of information about
the celebration of PBI Colombia
Project’s 20th Anniversary.
For that occasion, a special bulletin
was published entitled «Twenty years
of accompaniment», which was
printed in English and Spanish.
Through
Constant
Contact,
581 people accessed the bulletin.
A video on «La Playita» was also
produced about the international
accompaniment in Buenaventura;
and another featuring testimony by
former volunteers and a video on their
experience during their years of work
in Colombia.
The celebration was held on 16
October in Bogota, and there is a
photoblog about it.
There was a space dedicated to
messages form organisations we
work with, and these phrases were
printed on a design painted by the
artist Guache.
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INTERNATIONAL MEDIA
PBI plays an important role as a
contact for international journalists
on human rights issues in Colombia.
We collaborate with and facilitate
interviews
with
human
rights
defenders, and provide logistical
support and advice on human rights
issues.

1. Constant Contact is an electronic distribution platform for PBI Colombia’s
publications.
2. Number of views: Bulletin published in March: 315 views in Spanish, 275
views in English. Bulletin published in April: 222 views in Spanish. Bulletin
published in June: 313 views in Spanish, 255 views in English.
3. Ada January: 236 views in Spanish, 190 views in English. Ada May: 190
views in Spanish, 174 views in English. Ada June: 186 views in Spanish, 159
views in English. Focos January: 186 views in Spanish, 190 views in English.
Focos April: 233 views in Spanish, 219 views in English. Focos July: 220 views
in Spanish, 183 views in English. Focos October: 221 views in Spanish, 170
views in English.

Psycho - Social
Area

T

hroughout 2014 PBI has
continued to drive and
strengthen its Psycho-social
Area, in order to support
the organisations and communities
we work with.
These are tools that we hope are
effective in terms of self-caring, selfprotection, psycho-social attention,
institution-building and information
security.
In light of the new challenges
presented to us by current events,
PBI understands that reconstructing
the social fabric should be a priority,
particularly in the communities and
organisations that have suffered and
still suffer the consequences of the
different conflicts that have their hold
on the country.
We have therefore increased
our team on the ground, to be able
to support the communities and
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organisations who have asked for our
accompaniment.
In this way we have been able to
continue with all the processes that
we have worked with over the years,
and also to support the needs in other
regions of the country.
In this sense, the collaboration
agreement
with
the
German
Peace Civil Service (ZDF)1 with the
AGEH
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft
fur
Entwicklungshilfe)2, meant that we
have reached other organisations
that we had not previously had a
relationship with.
We have thus extended our
area of work, and enriched the
knowledge accumulated through
these experiences, that we seek
to share with other processes and
exchange our know-how. The tool we
have most used in this exchange is
the workshop.

These spaces of collective
reflection and discussion, where we
use methodological and pedagogical
instruments that will increase
organisations
and
communities’
possibilities of becoming stronger
in terms of self-protection and
psychosocial
accompaniment,
and in order to provide protective
accompaniment that is as holistic and
as constant as possible.
In this exchange of experiences,
we have had the fortune and the
privilege of accompanying and
participating with:
• In Bogota: the Jose Alvear
Restrepo Lawyers’ Collective
(CCAJAR) and the Committee in
Solidarity with Political Prisoners
(FCSPP).
• In Santander Department:
the Magdalena Medio Victims’
Association
(ASORVIMM),

the Magdalena Medio Human
Rights
Defenders’
Working
Group (ETTDDHH) and the Luis
Carlos Perez Lawyers’ Collective
(CCALP)
• In Antioquia: we supported
the environmental movement
Rios Vivos and the San Jose de
Apartado Peace Community.
• In Valle del Cauca: the
Committee for the Defence of
Human Rights (CPDH), the FCSPP
and Nomadesc Association. We
also accompanied the Puente
Nayero
Humanitarian
Space
(Buenaventura). Aditionally, we
initiated a process with the Trujillo
Victims’ Association (AFAVIT) and
with the Santa Rosa de Guayacan
Humanitarian Reserve.
• In
Cauca
Department:
we worked with the National
Movement of Victims of State
Crimes (MOVICE) in Santander de
Quilichao y Popayan.
• In Choco Department: we
have been accompanying the Life,
Justice and Peace Commissions
(COVIJUPA) of the Diocese of
Quibdo and Istmina.
• In Nariño Department: we
started working with the Awa
indigenous reserves of Inda
Sabaleta and Inda Guacaray, as
well as with the Life, Justice
and Peace Commissions of the
Diocese of Tumaco.
On an individual level, we
created
spaces
for
emotional
accompaniment in different regions of
the country through the Psychosocial
Accompaniment Centre (CAPS),
attending 21 human rights defenders
who identified a need for specific
attention because of the sociopolitical violence lived in the country.
To all of them we give our
sincerest thanks for sharing their
experiences, wisdom, worries, for the
trust they put in, for sharing the day to
day of their work and for opening their
hearts and letting us take part in their
being and well-being.
Equally, we have been fortunate
in
sharing
experiences
and
methodologies with organisations
whose specific field of work also has
a psycho-social element.
This include the Avre Corporation,
CAPS, the Colombian Psycho-Social
Collective (COPSICO), the Social
Thinking and Action organisation
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(PAS), the Swedish Fellowship of
Reconciliation (SWEFOR), ANSUR
and many others who have always
given us support and guidance, in the
spirit of mutually strengthening our
capacities.
For carrying out our work, we have
developed theoretical-methodological
training units on the main areas of our
activities.
This includes training and support
in the implementation of digital
security instruments that protect
the working spaces of social work
defenders.
In 2014, attacks against defenders,
organisations
and
communities
continued, be it through attacks
against their digital information, their
media diffusion platforms or through
information and equipment theft.
We have also accompanied
organisations in terms of protecting
their information security.
As PBI, we continue to believe
that a fundamental part of our work is
bringing the necessary tools to all the
processes that we accompany, and
we hope to accompany in the future,
so they can continue to carry out their
roles in acceptable conditions.
And that, of course, includes
not just a safe space, but also the
conditions needed for them to be able
to carry out their work and personal
lives in the framework of the respect
for human rights.
In the same way, we hope that
these experiences or processes
are turned into an organisational
model that can be replicated in other
regions, so that they can themselves
become a multiplying factor in the
reconstruction of the social fabric in
Colombia.

1. ZDF, Servicio Civil para la Paz.
2. Ageh, Asociación de Cooperación para el Desarrollo.

Workshops

Location

Organisation

Subject

Men

Women

Total

Bogota

Ccajar

Security

4

5

9

Bogota

Fcspp

Self-caring

6

7

13

Barrancabermeja

Asorvim

Security and
Self-caring

7

5

12

Barrancabermeja

Ettddhh

Psycho-social
accompaniment

11

19

30

Barrancabermeja

Calcp

Information
Security

1

3

4

Rios Vivos

Psycho-social
accompaniment

18

8

26

Peace
Community

Information
Security

1

2

3

Cali

Cpdh

Security and
Psycho-social
accompaniment

11

7

18

Cali

Fcspp

Security and
Psycho-social
accompaniment

5

6

11

Cali

Nomadesc

Security

1

4

5

Buenaventura
Humanitarian
Space

Psycho-social
accompaniment

11

8

19

Santander de
Quilichao

Movice

Security and
Psycho-social
accompaniment

5

18

23

Popayan

Movice

Security

5

17

22

Bogota

Santander

Antioquia
Medellin
San Jose de
Apartado

Valle del Cauca

Buenaventura

Cauca

Popayan

Psycho-social
accompaniment

Choco
Itsmina

Pastoral Social
Istmina

Security

10

3

13

Quibdo

Pastoral Social
Quibdó

Security and
Psycho-social
accompaniment

11

3

14

Quibdo

Pastoral Social
Quibdó

Security and
Psycho-social
accompaniment

6

7

13

113

122

235

TOTAL
WORKSHOPS
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Human resources
and training
international observers

T

he purpose of the Training
and Human Resources
Area is to provide PBI
Colombia with adequately
trained accompaniment volunteers,
who are able to carry out the tasks,
responsibilities and needs agreed by
consensus within the project in order
to protect the workspace of human
rights defenders.
Therefore, formative development
and human resources are focussed
on leading all stages of the training
process for prospective volunteers
with the objective of preparing and
selecting them according to the
criteria established by the project;
monitoring and advising volunteer
training processes, monitoring their
progress to ensure their well-being;
and ensuring that volunteers follow
procedures within the project in
matters of human resources policy.
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In
September
2014,
the
International Training and Selection
Session was held in Valladolid (Spain)
and 22 candidates from 12 countries
took part.
Throughout
the
week
we
held working sessions and used
participative and interactive methods
for the different themes: history and
analysis of the current situation in
Colombia; mandate, principles and
foundations of PBI Colombia’s work;
management of fear and stress;
constructive conflict resolution, group
dynamics and consensus; gender and
diversity; and practical questions prior
to going to Colombia.
Of the participants (7 men and 15
women), 20 people were selected as
volunteers, some of whom joined the
project in November 2014 and others
will do so in the course of 2015.
When arriving at the project, new

volunteers start with two weeks of
intensive orientation in Bogota so
they can settle in, get to know the
areas of work, their responsibilities
and to familiarise themselves with
security protocols.
When they join their team, they
also go through initial training to help
them integrate within the team and
their new environment, learn about
their work, and the organisations and
people they will be accompanying, as
well as deepening and widening their
analytic capacity in terms of meetings
with authorities and procedures when
in the field.
During their time with the
project, all volunteers and staff at PBI
Colombia receive ongoing training
workshops with different focusses (for
example, security and crisis, political
debates, state of the team, emotional
accompaniment and presentations

Accompaniment volunteers : selection process
Applications received during the year for 2014 Training (June – December
2013)
% Women

2013
92

2014
In process
(deadline in
February 2015)

66%

Persons accepted at June 2013 Training (after interview and remote training
package)
% Women

Training Session, (June 2013)
Total participants

16

22

63%

68%

2013
16

22

% of candidates accepted

100%

90%

% Women

63%

68%

2013

2014

16

21

56%

52%

15

14

Accompaniment volunteers: currently in PBI Colombia
Total number of accompaniment volunteers
% Women
Number of volunteers who were on extended contracts during the year

on current events) with the aim of
strengthening and increasing the
project’s internal capacities.
The training is provided by project
and team members, and external
experts. Throughout 2014, 51 training
sessions and activities were carried
out.
Additionally, this year we have
had the advantage of three former
PBI Colombia volunteers re-joining
the project, which has brought the
benefit of their previous experience
and made the most of our investment
in the training process.
The call for participation in the
2015 training session, which will
take place at the end of the year, is
currently still open, and we therefore
do not have final information on the
number of applications.
At present the Field Teams
are made up of 21 volunteers (10
men and 11 women) with plans to
increase to 23 from March 2015. In
all, 18 volunteers are from European
countries, two from Latin America
and one from the United States.

52

Financial report

T

he
financial
charts
shown
below
reflect
the
financial
situation
of
PEACE
BRIGADES
INTERNATIONAL – Colombia Project
(COP) at the end of 2014.
1. PRINCIPAL ACCOUNTING
POLICIES AND PRACTICES
Peace Brigades International
works in accordance with the
accounting
principles
generally
accepted in Colombia, and in line
with international accounting norms,
and its operations are adjusted to the
regulations contained in Decree 2649
of 1993, Decree 4400 of 2004 and
Law 222 of 1995, which modify and
add to them.
The principal policies and practices
applied by the organisation in line
with these regulations are presented
below.
Units of measurement
The Colombian Peso is the
currency used to value and record the
economic, financial and fundraising
operations of PBI in Colombia. The
Dollar is the unit of measurement
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used to record expenditure and
income generated in the United
States.
The Euro is the unit used to
record expenditure and income in the
Eurozone.
In any case, at the end of the
accounting period, the Financial
Statements are valued in Pesos,
and presented in Dollars and Euros,
the Balance Sheet uses the average
purchase and sales rate on 31
December 2014, according to rates
published on the Oanda website
(http://www.oanda.com/).
In the Results Statement, the rate
applied to income is that which was in
effect on the day in which the income
was received, and for expenditure the
average rate during the year is used
(http://www.oanda.com/currency/
average).
Differences in exchange rates
Income and expenditure are
accounted for in the currency in which
they are made. When calculating
income to the account “Donations
receivable” and when recording
accounts to be paid, moneys paid in

advance or expenditure which has
been accounted for, the “Differences
in exchange rates” account is used.
These records are listed in the Results
Statements.
Property, Assets and Equipment
Property, assets and equipment
are accounted for at cost value, the
reparation and maintenance costs
of these assets are counted in the
period’s results.
Depreciation is applied to the cost
value using the linear depreciation
method, based on a life-span of
20 years for buildings, 10 years
for furniture and fittings, and 5 for
computer equipment.
Income
Peace Brigades International is
an organisation whose main office
is outside Colombia and is 100%
internationally funded; and there
being no specific accounting norms
applicable to this kind of organisation,
PBI has assimilated its operational
financial records to those of non-profit
organisations in general.
Funds
transferred
from

international agencies to develop
operations inside Colombia are
accounted for as income in account 4,
and expenditure arising from activities
corresponding to the institutional
mandate are accounted for in
expenditure account 5.
Currently, PBI Colombia does not
hold investments or accounts that
generate interest and which could
be considered income from national
sources and which would generate
income tax.
Expenditure
The organisation recognises as
expenditure those costs arising from
spending associated income, and
which are always regulated by the
organisation’s general budget.
Other
expenditure
not
anticipated within the budget such
as costs pertaining to prior activities,
differences in exchange rates,
depreciation costs and other costs
incurred through rounding up taxes and
contributions, which are not budgeted
for, are categorised as deriving from
administrative, accounting, financial,
labour and tributary activities.
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2. 2014 CURRENT EVENTS
CONTEXT AND IMPACT ON
FUNDRAISING
2014 has been a delicate year
due to the 2012-2014 planning cycle
coming to an end, and to the need
to design new strategic goals for the
next three years (2015-2017). This
exercise has been sensitive for two
major reasons.
On the one hand, during the
previous cycle (2012-2014), the project
was affected by drastic funding cuts
by international cooperation agencies,
especially those promoting human
rights.
One of the direct consequences
were
austerity
measures
and
limitations on the project’s size and
corresponding budget.
On the other hand, with President
Santos’ re-election as head of the
Colombian State and the dynamics
of the peace dialogues in Havana
between the Government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC), the post conflict
discourse has gained a higher
profile and the funds available for
international cooperation have been
swept into the economic bubble.
2014 has therefore been a period
of transition between the sudden
drop in support for projects from

international cooperation agencies
(particularly those focussing on
human rights), and a context in which
the future of human rights defence
and promotion remains relatively
uncertain.
Response capability of the Project
Despite the drastic cuts felt
until 2013 and the corresponding
austerity policies, COP has been able
to maintain its level of activity and
respond to requests by communities,
organisations and human rights
defenders.
Obtaining multi-year economic
support has helped to limit the
likelihood of further cut-backs. At the
close of 2014, COP has maintained an
average of 20 international observers
in the field.
Economic sustainability strategy
Measures adopted in the 2013
Project Committee (CPC 2013)1 were
useful in the sense that they enabled
the Project to maintain its levels of
activities and guarantee its ability to
withdraw its presence in the country
at short notice had it been necessary.
Accounting is centred in the
Colombian office and includes income
and expenditure of the offices in
Barcelona (Spain) and Washington DC
(USA).

For this reason, each office’s
administrators send monthly income
and expenditure reports which are
revised, verified and accounted for.
The administrative arm of
the office in Colombia remains in
constant contact and gives feedback
on changes, variations, missing or
inaccurate documentation.
This ensures control and oversight
of the consolidation process.
At the end of the year, it can
be said that this strategy has been
relatively effective, and the project’s
organigram has been modified to
maintain a project structure that is
sustainable in terms of financial and
human resources.
Again, these results demonstrate
that PBI Colombia is an organisation
able to adapt to change, and primed to
face the challenges that may present
themselves in 2015.

3. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AT
THE CLOSE OF THE FINANCIAL
YEAR
At the end of the financial year,
on 31 December 2014, the accounts
show a BALANCE of $ 506,483,817.25.
Income, which reached a total of
$2,839,146,829.39, was derived from
the following sources:
Within Peace Brigade International
globally, the Country Groups have
been allies without which PBI
Colombia could not have sustained
itself.
In most cases, because they
have been the fundraisers and PBI
Colombia their local partner, each
Country Group appears next to the
donor whose economic support they
helped to obtain.
Without these external donations
it would not have been possible to
do the accompaniment work and
advocacy.
Thanks is given to the following
donors for supporting COP’s work in
2014:

1.For economic measures arising from the drop in funding for
international cooperation projects and their impact on PBI
Colombia’s work, see PBI Colombia’s Annual Report 2013

Some sources of funds do not appear in the graph because they represent less than 1% than the total
(income for rounding off taxes, petty cash surpluses).
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INCOME

Peace brigades international - Project Colombia
Income statement 1 January to 31 December 2014
COP

USD

EUR

1,878,584,109

950,714.65

723,246.02

San Sebastian City Hall - Donostia

74,763,357

39,822.86

29,772.32*

San Sebastian City Hall - Donostia

40,974,900

18,232.20

15,000.00*

Navarra Government / Mugarik Gabe

146,381,130

77,390.55*

56,073.32

Norwegian MEA 13/05011 and Col-12/0010

274,046,269

145,101.67*

107,536.30

Norwegian MEA Col 14-0020

130,295,836

66,245.02

52,268.03*

4,455,410

2,236.18*

1,756.85

76,325,473

39,370.39

28,805.00*

305,098,652

155,610.58

112,732.70*

Misereor - 2013

6,392,116

3,439.72

2,492.50*

Misereor - 2014

48,106,082

24,530.39

17,775.00*

Misereor - 2014

77,301,586

35,522.40

29,225.00*

Government Income

Norwegian Peace Fund
Pamplona City Hall
Catalan Cooperation Agency

Swiss MEA (Fdfa)
Fedevaco Canton Vaud

112,771,948

56,600.49

44,748.92

66,136,529

33,194.07

2

26,243.56

2

Civil Peace Service - 564

103,180,894

53,371.25

40,685.51*

Civil Peace Service - 564

50,518,600

26,732.20

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 564

50,799,400

24,942.60

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 564

54,633,200

24,490.80

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 655

50,721,200

26,174.00

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 655

50,721,200

26,236.00

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 655

54,633,200

24,490.80

20,000.00*

Civil Peace Service - 655

49,527,727

22,037.87

18,131.00*

Civil Peace Service - 655

50,799,400

24,942.60

20,000.00*

Foundation Income

728,507,419

372,486.66

277,312.44

Aecid / Intermón Oxfam

13,834,797

7,236.91

5,544.12*

Aecid / Intermón Oxfam

31,796,760

16,322.96

12,000.00*

Aecid / Intermón Oxfam

82,031,682

41,840.13

30,310.37*

Aecid / Intermón Oxfam

32,000,000*

16,857.85

13,293.26

Christian Aid

71,980,859

37,666.96

27,387.58*

Christian Aid

146,83,820

76,382.34

54,945.00*

Sigrid Rausing Trust

31,693,300

16,105.00

1

11,741.19

123,142,950

61,570.80

45,000.00*

Bread for the World

45,649,080

24,037.20

18,000.00*

Pbi Switzerland - Ferster Foundation

60,413,542

30,321.69

23,972.63

Pbi Switzerland - St Gallen-Blatt Ch.

3,524,133

1,768.77

2

1,398.41

79,958,256

39,366.05

31,480.00*

Overbook - Usa

5,649,240

3,000.00*

2,239.88

Donations from Country Groups

26,500,365

12,489.56

10,078.65

Icco - Kia

Mensen Met Een Missie

PBI Italy

2

6,570,575

3,439.45

2,500.00*

19,929,790

9,050.11*

7,578.65

Individual Donors

50,218,300

25,530.55

18,637.41

Private donation

1,933,770

1,000.00*

734.63

PBI Canada (various)
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Private donation

47,539,950

24,157.50*

17,611.78

Private donation

77,119

38.05*

27.81

Private donation

667,461

335.00*

263.19

106,262,647

53,184.24

40,088.22

Financial earnings (interests)

543,964

272.25

205.21

Income from rounding taxes

2,040

1.02

0.77

Favorable exchange rate adjustment

72,245,290

35,158.62

27,254.97

Expense and cost recovery

31,985,720

16,008.79

12,066.8

1,482,496

741.99

559.28

3,137

1.57

1.18

2,790,072,840

1,414,405.66

1,069,362.74

Other income

Discounts
Petty cash balance

TOTAL INCOME
*.Currency in which income was originally received, pending monetization
1.Recorded income in GBP.
2.R Recorded income in CHF.
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ASSETS

Peace Brigades International - Proyecto Colombia
Total Balance on 31 December 2014
COP

USD

EUR

34,072,937

14,315.46

11,789.66

956,608,629

401,911.07

330,998.43

1,217,786,593

511,642.79

421,369.24

Donations received, pending monetization

21,756,464

9,140.80

7,528.01

Receivable donations

167,804,214

70,501.53

58,062.34

Medical insurance accounts payable

83,073,047

34,902.44

28,744.30

Volunteer advance payments

2,458,670

1,032.99

850.73

Inter-project accounts payable

5,406,973

2,271.69

1,870.88

Contractor accounts payable

205,326

86.27

71,05

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

2,489,172,854

1,045,805.04

861,284.64

4,263,039

1,791.08

1,475.06

20,410,703

8,575.39

7,062.36

(11,238,851)

(4,721.91)

(3,888.78)

13,434,891

5,644.56

4,648.64

2,502,607,745

1,051,449.60

865,933.28

General accounts payable

(180,499,167)

(75,835.21)

(62,454.96)

Accounts payable PBI ISEC

(156,154,026)

(65,606.80)

(54,031.24)

Provision for Resettlement

(77,980,076)

(32,762.67)

(26,982.08)

Social security contributions

(3,513,002)

(1,4753.96)

(1,215.54)

Inter-project accounts payable

(5,406,973)

(2,271.69)

(1,870.88)

(423,553,244)

(177,952.33)

(146,554.70)

Income received in advance

(378,593,441)

(159,062.85)

(130,998.02)

Income from training events

(14,143,704)

(5,942.36)

(4,893.90)

(392,737,145)
(816,290,389)

(165,005.21)
(342,957.54)

(135,891.92)
(282,446.62)

(1,195,582,709)

(620,888.40)

(451,030.53)

118,574.38

37,344.11

(409,734,648)

(206,178.03)

(169,800.26)

(1,686,317,357)

(708,492.60)

(583,486.68)

(2,502,607,745)

(1,051,449.60)

(865,933.28)

Cash Assets
Cash
Colombian bank accounts
Foreign bank accounts

Fixed Assets
Furniture and fittings
Computer and communication equipment

Depreciation
Computer and communications equipment

TOTAL FIXED ASSETS

TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES
Long Term Liabilities

TOTAL LONG TERM LIABILITIES
TOTAL LIABILITIES
ASSETS
Accumulated reserve
Exchange rate variation accumulated
reserve
Period results

TOTAL ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND ASSETS
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INCOME

Peace Brigades International - Proyecto Colombia
Account Statement for 1 January to 31 December 2014
COP
USD

EUR

Operating Income
Government income

1,878,584,109

950,714.65

723,246.02

Foundation income

728,507,419

372,486.66

277,312.44

Income from Country Groups

26,500,365

12,489.56

10,078.65

Individual donors

50,218,300

25,530.55

18,637.41

2,683,810,194

1,361,221.42

1,029,274.52

Financial earnings (interests)

543,964

272.25

205.21

Income from rounding taxes

2,040

1.02

0.77

Favorable exchange rate adjustment

72,245,290

30,158.62

27.254,97

Returns and discounts

33,468,216

16,750.78

12,626.09

3,137

1.57

1.18

106,262,647

53,184.24

40,088.22

2,790,072,840

1,414,405.66

1,069,362.74

Direct - Colombia

189,065,369

94,626.84

71,326.04

Indirect - Colombia

288,561,564

144,424.48

108,861.58

151,557,374

75,854.16

57,175.93

Equipment expenses

664,801,750

332,731.94

250,800.44

Travel and transportation

358,091,484

179,224.07

135,0920.16

49,554,232

24,801.79

18,694.63

182,946,839

91,564.53

69,017.79

Communications and advocacy

85,316,329

42,700.65

32,186.10

Monitoring and evaluation

56,751,830

28,404.18

21,409.97

Administration

53,734,982

26,894.25

20,271.84

118,468,198

59,293.10

44,692.84

2,198,849,950

1,100,519.99

829,529.32

27,789,830

13,908.75

10,483.88

15,726

7.87

5.93

72,166,722

36,119.30

27.225,33

515,965

258.24

194.65

100,488,242

50,294.16

37,909.79

2,299,338,193

1,50,814.15

867,439.11

57,413.48

32,123.37

206,178.03

169,800.26

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME
Non-Operating Income

Petty cash balance

TOTAL NON-OPERATING INCOME

TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
Operating Expenses

Advocates in the US and Europe

Training
Operational expenses

PBI ISEC

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES
Non-Operating Expenses
Costs and expenditures from previous years
Adjustments to Pesos
Contributions to Country Groups
Estimated taxes

TOTAL NON-OPERATING EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
Unrealized exchange rate losses

RESULTS FOR 2014
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490,734,648

PBI Colombia funders

Pamplona City Hall - Iruñeko Udala / PBI Navarra
San Sebastian City Hall - Donostiako Udala /
PBI Spain

Misereor

Canadian Union of Public Employees (Cupe) /
PBI Canada

National Union of Public and General
Employees (Nupge) / PBI Canada

Canadian Union of Postal Workers (Cupw) /
PBI Canada

Overbrook Foundation / PBI USA

Anonymous donations
Individual donations
Fedevaco Canton de Vaud / PBI Switzerland
Protestant Church St. Gallen-Tablat /
PBI Switzerland
Ferster Foundation /
PBI Switzerland
Government of Navarra / Mugarik Gabe Nafarroa
Federal Foreign Office Germany /
PBI Germany
Norwegian Ministry of External Affairs /
PBI Norway
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Swiss Ministry of External Affairs /
PBI Switzerland

Bread for the World / PBI Germany
PBI Germany
PBI Canad Germany
PBI Catalonia
PBI Spain
PBI Italy
PBI Switzerland
Sigrid Rausing Trust /
PBI United Kingdom
Union for Canada (Unifor) / PBI Canada
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P

eace Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a
nongovernmental organisation recognised by
the United Nations, which has maintained a team of
international observers/accompaniers in Colombia on an
ongoing basis since 1994. PBI’s mission is to protect the
working environment of human rights defenders, who face
repression due to their nonviolent human rights activities.
PBI Colombia teams remain in the field, at the
request of local organisations, accompanying persons and
organisations under threat. This fieldwork is complemented
by significant dialogue and advocacy with civilian and
military authorities, as well as with NGOs, the Church,
multilateral bodies, and the diplomatic corp, in order to
promote human rights and disseminate information on the
human rights situation in Colombia.

PBI Colombia Project
Washington DC, USA
Tel. (+1) 2027474780
repusa@pbicolombia.net

If you believe PBI’s presence helps protect persons
who carry out human rights work, you may do the
following: www.pbi-colombia.org
• Support us economically on a personal
or institutional basis.
• Join the nearest PBI country group and
support the international network from
your place of residence.
• Apply to become a volunteer with one
of the PBI projects

PBI Delegation in Colombia
Bogota, Colombia
Tel. (+57) 12870403
coin@pbicolombia.net

www.pbicolombia.com

PBI Colombia Project
European Union
Tel. (+34) 634256337
coordinacion.europa@
pbicolombia.net

